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~ Tuomas Browy, Governor. C. W. Downine, Secretary of State. Jouv BeARD, A e ﬁ;

Comptroller of Public Accounts, Writiax R. Havwarp, State Treasurer. 1850.
Davip P. Hocus, Attorney General. R.J. Froyp, President of the Senate.

Ny McPugnsox, Secretary of the Senate. Hyer Arcrrs, Speaker of the
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CIIAPTER 312 —[No. 1.].
"MAN AOT to Tncor pomfﬁ % Boulid in the City of Tallahassee.

Szeriox 1. Be il enacted by y the Senate and House of Represen- : !
tatives of the State of Elorida in General Assembly convened, That Bank ostab-
a Bank shall be established in the City of Tallahassee, in the mauner lished.
and on the conditions, lxmltatlons and restrictions which are hereaf- ;
ter provided. % i
Sec. 2. Beit further enacted, Fhat the said Baok i hereby made. B
a corporation and body politic by the name and style of the * State Noita, ] & g
Bauk of Florida,” and by that name, all those whoshall become style of Bank.
subscribers to the said Bank, their successors and assigns, ‘shall be
capable in law to have, pmchasc, receive, enjoy and retain to them-
selves and eir successors, such personal and réal estate as are herein-
after named, to sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded, answer
- and be answered, defend and be defended, in courts of record or ;;01“‘;2:‘: B g
any other place whatsoever ; ; and also to have and make a common S ‘
seal, and the same to break, alter and renew at pleasure, and also
to mdm n, establish and put into execution such by-laws, ordinances
and rérrulahons as shall seem necessary and expedient for the gov-
ernment of said corporation, not being contrary  to the laws and
Constitution of this State and thelaws and Constitution of the Uni-
ted States; and generally to do and perform sucl acts and things,
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TITLES OF RESOLUTIONS

Passed at the Fifth Session of the General Assembly,
‘ 1850-'1.

N N

1. Preamble and Resolutions requesting our Members in Congress to procurs the

2
3.

4.

[r o § (- o

10.
S 11

12.

13.
14,

15.
16.
Y,

18.
19.

20.

21.

passage of an act to Graduate the Price of Public Lands in this State.
Resolution relative to the Public Lands in the State of Klorida.

“Preamble and Resolutions relative to Lands Granted to this State for Semi-

naries of Learning.
Preamble and Resolutions relative to Lands Granted by Congress to the State
for purposes of Internal Improvement, and for fixing the Seat of Govern-

ment.

. Preamble’and Resolution asking an Appropriation of Land by Congress to

aid in the Construction of the Atlantic and Gulf Rail Road Company.

. Resolution asking an Appropriation of Land by Congress to aid in Building a

Plank Road from Alligator to Jacksonville,

. Preamble and Resolutions relative to the Sixteenth Sections.
. Resolutions relative to the Establishment of a Bureau of Agriculture at the

City of Washington.

. Resolution relative to a Grant by Congress of a Quarter Section of Land for

the County-site of Calhoun County.

Preamble and Resolutions relative to Chipola River.

Preamble and Resolutions relative to Mosquito Inlet.

Preamble and Resolutions relative to a change of the Mail Route between
Tallahassee and Madison.

Resolution relative to establishing a Tri-Weekly Mail between certain points;
Preamble and Resolution urging upon Congress the payment for losses sus-
tained by the Citizens of Florida, at the late Hostilities of the Seminole In-
dians, and asking the appointinent of a Commissioner to take the Testimony
relative thereto.

Preamble and Resolutions relative to the Payment of certain Companies of
Florida Volunteers.

Preamble and Resolution relative to the Payment of Voluntecrs legally call-
ed into service for the defence of the Frontier of Florida. j
Preamble and Resolution of the General Assembly of Florida relative to the

Clam of Levi F. Mosher, deceased.

Preamble and Resolutions relative to Appeals in eases of Admiralty.
Resolution requiring Judges of Probate to issue Writs of Election in certain
cases.

Preamble and Resolutions tendering a welcome to Mr. Edmond LaFayette,

Resolution appropriating ten per eent. upon the Auction Taxes to the Com-
mon School Fund for the several Counties in this State.

2. Resolution relative to Auvtion Taxes ifiythe Counties of Monroe and Fscant © &

bia.
o
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888. An aeh- rovmmg new modea n? esting the School Fund,
s nbull)g the time at which the ﬂ{s?dmnbutlonuf the Interest
sl Fund shall be made. :
339 “An act providing for the increase of the School Fund from the Si
L Rary. >
340 An a{t explanatory of an act entitled “An act provn’ig for “’
’ the School Fand from the State Treasury AN u.sw by th‘ p :
’ al Assembly. , {
341. An act requiring to be paid into the School F'u d
sale of Slaves under the act of Novemt 2, 183 1
g 242. An act providing for the Iuvestment of a portion of th. .
mon Sehool Fuand. . bt
243. An act enlarging the powers Cof County Commissioners,
344, An anct ptum ibing the duty of the Rc'mter of "Public Lunm !
i Solicitors, in relation to the recovery of Estates L. 'l\emmgﬂ' i
L to the School Fund, on account of a defect of heirs ormnxt @
other purposes.
345. An act to make uniform the mode of selling State Lands.
846. An act to require purchasers of State Ennds to muke pnymouﬁ
the Treasurer o this State. B
347, An act to repeal an act entitled “ An act supplemental to an act.
‘act to grant pre-emptlon rights t0 settlers on State Land
7 : _present session,” approved Jmmf\ry 12,1849, ¥
348 Au aet to amend an act entitled an act to grant pre- emptxon
Sl aleE L "otlState Taflds, approy ed Décember 27th, 1848,
343,*Au act to, grant tlxé right "of pre-emption to persons who hnve
i ' Sixteenth Sections, in certain cases. ity
350 Alé act in relatmn‘to the" duties of the Comptroller and M
- State.
851, Anact to re mro the oxmmal accounts, vouchers and evidenee
! Wmumtsgp'e drawn by the Comptroller of Public Accoxmtk
~in his ofﬁce, and not in that of the Treasurer. y
5" An act in relation to the term of office and duties of the Tax Coll
An ast to fix the compensation of Tax Asséssors and Collectors,
3.)4. An act to amend “ An act amendator y of the s@veral acts NOW i
relation to the Assessment and Colleetion of the hcvcuue, a
uary 13, 1849,
355 An gcb to require the respeetive Boards of County Commis
ine and certify the assessment returns made by the Tax
856 An act to amend an act to reduce the rate of taxation up
taxed, and to levy & tax upon Cattle of non-residents.:
857. An act in relation to the taxes upon Agencies of Foreign:
* . mies, and other subjects therein named.
'858. An act to tax Slavesvé‘:ouvut mnto this State for Hire. *
'859. An act to provide for the Collection of - Paxes and ng

. Free Persons of Color,” W
360 o Amend “An act providing for the ‘pur the part of the
State of lands offered f. Qr sale for taxes,” app ary 11, 1849,

. B61. An act nhc manuer of Re e
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mber 17, 1845.

‘ and C‘ompensatnon of the Solicitors

,‘L“" ‘»s-‘.f‘q‘i’a&r




807. An act to make provision to defray. fhe expenses of & Residence for the
Chief Executive Magistrate of this State.

868. An act to provide for ‘the payment of the Florida Voluntcers c'xlfed out
in the year 1849.

869. An act to unite the duties of fShcnﬁ' and Tax Assessor and Collector in

"~ the County of Levy.

870. An act to change the time whén County Commissioners shall examine the
accounts of the County Preasurer.

371. An act to organize theﬁﬁ})remo Court of the State of Florida.

872. An act to my act to oxgamze the ‘Supreme Court of the State of
Florida.

373. An act to Ade for the more effectual administration of justice in the
Wthh State.

An act to amend the several acts now in foree in relation to Pleadings in
Civil Suits.
3"15 An act to amend the laws now in force in this State relative to the Fore-
closure of Mortgages.
. 876. An act to amend an act entitled, ¢ An act to exempt Homesteads from Ex-
_.ecution, Attachment, and Distress * approved March 11, 1845,
3"'7 An act to amend an act umﬂcd «’An act for securing Liens to Mechanics,
X Overseers, and others,” a])pmvvd Deceniber 29, 1815
~ 878. An act to amend the laws now in force in relation to the Tistablishment of
Y Lost Papers.
3,79. An act to preventany person or persons being made liable for the payment
. of any subscription or subseriptions to any newspaper or newspapers, any
i perlodlcﬂ or periodicals, or any document or documents, without said per-
son or persons shall subseribe for or in writing réquest [_or] order the same
to be addressed to himself, herself, or themselyes,
880. An act authorizing Judges of Probate to set apart Dower.
381 An act to enable Exeeutor: s, Administrators, and (ruardmns to sell the Real
1« ‘Bstate of Infants.
382, An a.c‘g in relation to the Boundary Line between the States of Georgia and
ama.
& 3 A 383. An act to amend the laws now in force in relation to Compensation to Phy-
sicians.
384, Alé act more particularly to definc the duties of Weighers of Cotton in this
tate.
. 885. An act in relation to Naturalized Citizens voting in this State.
886. An act repcalmﬂ the first and second sections, and amiending section t)urd

of “ An act in relation to trading with Slaves,” approved Eebnmrv 11tl\ :

1834.

887. An act in addition to the act now in force in relation to Crimes and Misde-
meanors.

388. ln act amendatory to acts in reference to Militia and Patrol Duheq and
Crimes and Misdemeanors.

889. An act to punish Cheats and False Pretences.

-890. An act to provide fnr the punishment of such porcnm as unlawfully issue,
pass, or circulate Change Bills or Notes under the denomination of Onc
Dollar.

891, An act to amend the law authorizing the organization of Fire Companies.

892. An act regulating the times and places of holding the Cireuit Courts for the ©

Western Cucuxt

893. An act to change the time of holding the Circuit Courts of the Mlddla Cir-
cuit.

894. An act to change the time for holding the terms of the ercult Court for
Orange, and Sf Lucie, and Putnam Countios,

395. An act to establish a Circurt Courf in Levy County, -and to fix the terms of
the Circuit Courts of the several Counties of the Soutlum Circuit of
Florida.

5




Thlles of Acts.

R

k 2d, Gl
oae A L itled, « 4 t to establish a Cireuit’
896 ot to_ amend an act entitled, “ An ae estal

; 3"0A?‘§;y County, and to fix the terns of th&- iﬁnrcmt Courts of :‘:'

T Gounties of the Southurn_Cm'mt of Floridu. > S 4
SiagainAn (;ct to amend an act entitled, “ An act to {;c-csmbhah the m

' County of Jackson, and for other purposes. g,

~ 308. An act to re-ostablish the Records of Gadsden C‘ounty.

399, An act to re-establish the Rccox:ds of St. Lucie County.

400, An act consolidating the Counties of Dade and Monroe,

‘2 District for Judicial Purposes. v 3

401. An act giving to the Judge of Probate of Escambia and Hamilton

the powers of Justice of the Peace in certain cases.

1402, An act to define speeifieally the duties of the Board of M

sioners of Monroe County. "

403. An act relating to the offices of Sheriff and Clerk of .thc'(}ountyof
404, An act to legalize certain acts of the Clerk of the Circuit Conrt an
_ Judge of Probate for Columbia County. Phmany
405. An act to establish the fees of N otaries Publie, in certain eases,
. ty of Monroe. b ) !
406, An act to extend the provisions of the first section of “ An act gil
t0 Steamboat men and others navigating the Bay and River of

cola,” approved January 4, 1847, and also of “ An act to an‘i

co,

1

approved ganuary 4, 1847, giving a Lien to Steamboat men :
b navigating®the Bay and River of Apalachicola, app y

S 1849, overgpe County of Hillshorough. b
407, An act to proflide for the transmission of Election Returns in the €
R Levy. ‘ . ’
408, An ac% to provide for the Compensation of Jurors in the Counf
409, An aet to locate and make permanent the Conoty Site of Walton Co
410. An act for the removal of the County Site in Nassau County.
411, An act to change and miake permanent the Dividing Line beg;veep

Bl ties of Santa Rosa and Walton. ’
S 412, An act to change and establish the Tines of Franklin County, -
413, An act to change and define the Western and Southern

. County of Gadsden.

414, An act fo change the Southern Boundary of Leon County. N
415, An act to change the name of Benton County to that of Hernando &
- 416. An act to regulate Camp-hunting in the Counties of Escanibia and:
5 -4+ Rosa. 2 ,
A . 417. An act supplemental to an act entitled, “ An act to regulate Cam

T ¥ i in the Counties of Escambia and Santa Rosa,” passed at the pr
Gl % S . gion of the General Assembly. ) .
) i 418. An act to provide for the final removal of the Indians now  ré
ik . “Florida beyond the limits of the State.

419. An act to amend an act entitled, % An act to provide for the appoi

s [ ~ Weighers of Cotton in the City of Tallabassee and Town of St
Eopsei % - approved March 2, 1839. ¢ . i
> 420. An act to amend an act_entitled, “An act amendatory to the Pilot Laws

. now in force in this State,” approved January 12, 1849,

. 4921. An act to antend an act to more fully define the rates of and duty of Pilots

s for the port of Cedar Keys. e
22, An act to regulate the Pilotage of the Bar.of the River St. Johns.

. An aet in relation to Pilotage for the port of Key West.

to establish the rates of Wharfaze, Dockage, and Storage in the City
County of Monroe. . ‘

R i ia County.

Roads and " Highways, approved Janu-

mty of Duval.

Four Mile Crecks Navigable Streams.

Gadsden County, a Nayvigable Stream.

ceially for the
e LaFayectte and |
Florida River,i




Titles ofAcﬁ: Ve

b5

lachicola River at or near the mouth of Lake Iamonia. = .

431. An act to authorize Jason Gregory to establish a Ferry across the Apulach-
icola River, at Ochesee, in Calhoun County. :

482, An act to authorize Hemy Hewit to establish a Ferry across the. Choctaw-
hatchie River, at a place called Hewit’s Bluff, or Bear Head Bluft

483, An act to authorize James J. Meeks to establish a Ferry across the Wlﬂ)la-‘
coochee River.

4384. An act to authorize Joseph Sierra to build a Wharf in the City of Pensm
cola.

| sembly, and for “other _purposes,

- County of Franklin,
437 An act for the relief of Gadsden County.
2488, An act for the relief of William D. Moseley, and for other purposes.
439, An act for the relief of Tevi F. Miller, Sheriff of Washington County.
W’ "440.) An act for the relief of A. E. Geiger.
41, An act for the relief of Thomas Tedwith,
442, ~An ‘act for the relief of John T. Myrick.

aliers, and B. G. Wari ;- deceased.
444, An act for the relief of Mary A Hardee and Dayid Platt.
| 445. An act for the relief of George M. Hamilton,
" 446. An act for the relief of Nathaniel P. Marion.
447, Ancact for the relief of Nathaniel P. Bemis,
448! An act for the relief of Lawrence Farrell:
449, An act for the relief of J. L. Wyman.
450. An act for the relief of Doctors Franldm Hart and J. T. Rascoe.
451. An act for the relief of William E. Kilerease, Robert L. Edmonds, Jo%ph
i Austin and Thomas D. Wilson,
- 452. An act for the relief of John H. Madison and William D Branch,
458. An act for the relief of Abner D. Johnson.
. 454. An act for the relief of Angel Lopez.
455. An act for the relief of the Heirs of J. Underwood.
- 456. An act for the relief of the Heirs of Jacob Bryan.
© 457. An act to Refund Taxes paid by sundry persons of Hillsborough County in
3. the year 1849, '
458. An act for the benefit of Dr. Thomas M. Palmer, and Drs. Taylor and Palm-

459. A.n act for the benefit of James Ponder.

nor Children of Hernando Lowe, deceased.

461. An act to authorize Coley R. Stewart to sell and convey certain property of
the Infant Hélrs of James Stewart, deceased. .

462; An act to authorize.Julia Ann Fennell to sell certain Real Estate belonging
to the Estate of Nichelas G. Femnell, deceased.

463. An act in relation to the sdle of certain Real Estate belonging to the Estate
of Albert C. MeBride, déceased.

464, An act to permit George W. Audrews to Practice Medicine in the County
of Hernando.

465. An act for the relief of Celcﬁtmos:(}onmloq :

466. An act to empower Henry B. Da\;xs, a Minor, to assume the Managcment
of his own Estate. y

467, An act to authorize William Henrv Van Horn, a Minor, to a@atune,thc ’\Iau
agement of his own Estate, and to commct and be contaav 5

420, A.u act to authorize Henry Slayback to establish a Ferry across Escambxa.
'430. An ait to authorize Absalom M. West to establish a Ferry across the Apa- -

435, An act making ‘Appropriations for the E\'penses of the Fifth General As "

¥ 486’ An act for the relief of the Funds for the qucatlon of Poor Chlldren in the :

An act for the relief of Thomas K. Leonard, Captain of the Miccosukie Cay-

. 460. Anact to grant certain privileges to John W. Lowe, Guardian for the Mi-

3 '




to empov{er Alemmf& R. Godwin, a Minor, to
; Estate. - &
69, An act to Lemtuua.te John eiger.
70. An act to Legm te Wesley Allen Dikes, B t Dikes, Daniel
Umty Dikes, Isham Dikes and Laura Ann Dikes, and to make
" Heirs at Law of Damel Coker, ison County, Florida, uﬂ'ﬁ,

. their Names.
471, An act to Chiange the Name of Ann B&-nley, of Gadsden Gounty,

; Ann Wilder.

ane. #An act to Change the Name of Daniel Chav of Columbia Caunty,
of Daniel Chavers Rioles. Q’

473. An act to Alter and. Change the'—Name of Elizabeth M Cnakill.

47 An act to Change the Name_of George B bnnth to tha

1475, An act to change ‘the name of Franc\s St. Johns.
476. An ‘act to Change the Name of Sarah Frances Waters.
477. An act to Change the Name of Robert Waterston, of chy Oonn
. of Robert W. TRandell.
n8. An'act to Change the Name of Marla L: West. ]
479. An act to Ch:mge the Name of Roxanna Jonee fn Roxanna Whu}#
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TITLES OF RESOLUTIONS
Passed at the Fifth Session of the General Assembly,
1850-'1

N L B

N

Preamble and Resolutions requesting our Members in Congress to prooure’ ‘the
passage of an act to Graduate the Price of Publie Lands in this State.
Resolution relative to the Public Lands in the State of Florida.

“Preamble and Resolutions relative to Lands Granted to this State for Semi-
naries of Learning.

Preamble and Resolutions relative to Lands Granted by Congress to the State
for purposes of Internal Improvement, and for fixing the Seat of Govern-
ment.

Preamble’and Resolution asking an Appropriation of Land by Congress to
aid in the Construction of the Atlantic and Gulf Rail Road Compcmy

- Resolution asking an Appropriation of Land by Congress to aid in Building a
Plank Road from Alligator to Jacksonville.

Preamble and Resolutions relative to the Sixteenth Sections.

Resolutions relative to the Establishment of a Bureau of Agriculture at the
City of Washington.

Resolution relative to a Grant by Congress of a Quarter Section of Land for
the County-site of Calhoun County.

Preamble and Resolutions relative to Chipola River.

Preamble and Resolutions relative to Mosquito Inlet.

Preamble and Resolutions relative to a change of the Mail Route between
Tallahassee and Madison.

Resolution relative to establishing a Tri-Weekly Mail between certain points.
Preamble and Resolution urging upon Congress the payment for losses sus-
tained by the Citizens of Monda at the late Hostilities of the Seminole In-
dians, and asking the appointment of a Commissioner to take the Testimony
relative thereto.

Preamble and Reselutions relative to the Payment of certain Companies of
Florida Volunteers.

Preamble and Resolution relative to the Payment of Volunteers legally call-
ed into service for the defence of the Frontier of Florida.

Preamble and Resolution of the General Assembly of Florida relative to the
Clam of Levi F. Mosher, deceased.

Preamble and Resolutions relative to Appeals in eases of Admiralty.
Resolution requiring Judges of Probate to issue Writs of Election in certain
cases.

Preamble and Resolutions tendering a welcome to Mr. Edmond  LaFayette,
Resolution appropriating ten per cent. upon the Auction Taxes to the Com-
mon School Fund for the several Counties in this State.

2. Resolution relative to Auction Taxes 1 m sthe Countics of Momoe :md Lsuxm 5

hia.

2




es0 S relatzve toa F:iee Bllll fo:l l}led:t;:lSSemces. WA
‘ esolution respecting Lands Selected for tate.

25. Resoluhogs reﬁhvlg%o the Establishment of two Sann‘/;l
. 96. Resolution for the relief of Joel L. Lockhart.
© 97 Resolutions for the rehef of Isaac P. Hardee and L. D. Rogers. 7
28. Resolutions authorizing the Preasurer of this State to purchase of ﬂu lbv

Gieorge White, six copxes of hxs Work on the Statistics of the State of Geor-

: gig,
it 29 Resolutxon for-the reliof of Thomas Lang?h'
g agg{P@amble =nd Resolution for the relief of Henry C. Wilson.

; "Eo‘lu ion relative to Copyirig the Lawé of the
36. ResI &gxon rglla.tlve to Prnting the Laws and Resolutions oﬂthe pruent ¢

«  eral Assembly
87. Resolution relative to %lexstnbntwn of the Laws and Joumnla of the

ent Sesswn.

*

. PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ’I'H.E qugmmom‘
e n

1, Anfafﬁl tosamend t}ile fafllle\renth Clause of the Fiﬁb le of
W) s State, an s0, to amend a.ct 7 of : .
of the Fifth ‘Article of. the Consf o this 3hte, atl;l(lie 6;&? glyatu:: 4
Thwdmd Fourth General Assemblies, 'g&ve the }uf Judges :

to the People.
An act to amend, the Seventeenﬂl Clm;se

_ tien of this Sta%» g
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STAPE OF FLORIDAg " =ie%
PASSED AT THE FIFTH SESSION OF THE GENERALiASSE‘MBLT,\ 5
g s \'j', e,

1850-11. T

” ’
i R st "’

Trowas Browy, Governor.  C. W. Downive, Secretary of Stata’ "JouN BEARD, 7S
Comptroller of Public Accomnts. Wittiax R. Havwarp, State Treasurer. 1850.
Davip P. Hoous, Attorney General. R.J. Frovp, President of the Senate.

Nrmwr McPrersoy, Secretary of the Senate.  Huen Arcrrs, Speaker of the
House. W. H. Mizroxy, Clerk of the House, ;

v

P
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Cuarrer 312.—[No. 1.].
AN ACT to Incorporaté a Bank in the City of Tallahassee.

Srerrox 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives of the State of Elorida in General Assembly convened, That Bank estab-
a Baunk shall be established in the City of Tallahassce, in the manner lished.
and on the conditions, limitations and restrictionswhich are hereaf-
ter provided. .

Seeo. 2. Be it further enacted, That the said Bank is hereby made
a corporation and body politic by the nanie and style of the “State  Name  and
Bank of Florida,” and by that name, all those who shall become style of Bank.
subseribers to the said Bank, their successors and assigns, shall be
capable in law. to have, purchase, receive, enjoy and retain to them-
selvesand their suceessors, such personal and real estate as are herein.
after named, to sue. and be sued, plead and be impleaded, answer

. and be answered, defend and be defended, in courts of record or Powers of
stockholders.
any other place whatsoever ; and also to have and make a common 3
seal, and the same to break, alter and renew at pleasure, and also i
to ordain, establish and put into execution such by-laws, ordinances
and régulations as shall seem necessary and expedient for the: gov-
ernment of said ecorporation, not being contrary to the laws and
Constitution of this State and the laws and Constitution of the Uni-
ted States; and generally to do and perform such: acts and things;iﬁ*,

A
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KI\SIE\')E\ which to'them it shall or may appertain, to be subjeet, nevertheless,
to the rules and regulations hereinafter expressed. 4

Spo. 8. Be it further “enacted, That the capital stock of said
Capital stock. Bank shall not exceod one million of dollars, to be divided into ten

thousand shares of one hundred dollars each. & : 2 pig
Sgc. 4. Be i further enacted, That subseriptions for constituting

the capital stock of said Bank shall be openede on the first day of
March next, at the city of Tallahassee, under the superintendence of

kg of TR Leslie A. Thompson, James T Archer, John W. Argyle, Henry L.

ripti L A! il .
;g:;ttlg?oe kglx Rutgers, Charles H. Dupont, John G. Gunn, Reddin Parramore,

open. James Kirksey, William Bailey, William R. Pettes, David C. Wil-
“‘son, Robert W. Williams and Daviel Ladd, any five of whom shall
be competent to discharge the duties of their appointment on giving
twenty days’ notice thereof in one of the public newspapers at Tal-
lahassee; and the books of subseription shall be kept open for the
space of sixty @@ys, and if at that time more than the whole amount
of the stoc& nd to be subseribed, the entire stock shall be divi-
"ded among the sabseribers, in proportion to their several subscrip-
Restictions astions ; during which time it shall be Jawful for any individual or co-
to  subserip- partnership, a majority of whom being gitizens of Florida and of the
ans. United States, corporation or body politic established in the United
~ States, (banking institutions excepted,) to subscribe for any number
of shares not exceeding one hundred: Provided, nevertheless, That
abount ofsab- i the whole number of shares are not taken within sixty days, as
scription to be aforesaid, the said commissioners shall keep said bools of subserip-
paid. tion open for twenty days thereafter, or until six thousand shares
shall be subscribed for, if within one year; during which time it shall
be lawfal for any individaal, co-partnership, corporation orbody pol-’
itic, to suhserihe for any number of shares; and the shares respec-
tively suhscribed for shall be paid for by jnstalments in gold and silver
coin : that is ta say, the first instalment shall be twenty per centum
on the amount of subseription, and shall be paid for at the time the
shares are taken; the second instalment shall he ten per centum, to
be paid within three months after the'hooks of subseription shall ba
closed ; the third instalment shall consist of ten per centum on each
share, to he paid within six months after the Bank shall have gone
into operation, and the halance of sixty per cent. to be paid at the
discretion of the Directors: Provided, That not more than ten per
cent. shall be called in within one year commenecing frm* the time
of the payment of the third instalment : And provided further, That
at least sixty days’ notice shall be given to the stockholders before
said instalment shall be required.

Sze. 5. Be itfurlher enacted, That if any individual, co-partner-
ship or corporation, as aforesaid, shall fail to pay for their respec-
tive shares, at the time before mentioned by the provisions of this
_aet, such shares upon which failure may happen to acerne, shall be
3 Horfeited, and may again be disposed of in such manner as the Di-

Division of st’k

Proviso. How

Shares forfet-
ed on failure
1o pay.
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rectors shall order, and the sums which may have been pafdthereon 1850.
shall enure to the benefit of said Bank. TET e
- Sgc. 6. Be it further enacted, That so soon as the books of sub-
seription to the capital stock of said Bank shall have been closed, it
shall be the duty of the aforesaid commissioners to give public no-
tice thereof in one of the newspapers ‘printed in the city of Talla- Duty of com's
hassee, in which notice they shall designate the day upon which i‘l"’]'\_‘ Closing

¢ C : & woks of sub-
the second instalment upon said eapital stock will become payable ;
and said commissioners shall, at the same time and manner, appoint
a day, at least twenty days from the date of such notice, in which
the stockholders of said Bank are to meet in Tallahassee, for the pur-
pose of electing nine directors, for the purpose of managing the bu-
siness of said Bank. And it shall, moreover, be the daty of said .
commissioners to take the necessary measures for procuring the ne-
cessary books, plates,; &ec., required for the operations of the Bank ;
and at the meeting of the stockholders, it shall be lawful for them to ‘ ;
proceed to the election of the directors aforesaid, and a majority of E]i"‘f}"" of Di-
votes given in shall be required to make an eleetion ; and the Diree. "““™
tors then elected shall be capable of serving, by virtue of such elec- Duty of first
tion, until the first Monday in January ensuing the time of such Directors.
election, and shall receive from the commissioners the money which
may have been received by them, together with all books, papers,
&e., belonging to said bank; and shall take the necessary measures
to put the bank into operation as soon as the sum of one hundred
and twenty thousand dollars shall have been paid in by the stock-
holders; and the said stockholders shall, on the first Monday in
January next, as aforesaid, and annually on the same day thereafter,
hold an election for the Directors of said Bank in the city of Talla-
hassee ; and it shall be the duty of the directors, at their first meet-
ing subsequent to the election, to choose one of their number as
President ; and if it should at any time happen that an election for
Directors should not be made upon the day when, pursuant to this
act, it ought to have been made, the corporation shall not for that
cause be deemed to be dissolved, but it shall be lawful on any other
day to hold and make an election of Directors, in such manner as
shall have been directed by the laws and ordinances of said corpor-
ation; and the Directions for the time being shall, in all cases, con-
tinue to aet, until their successors are elected; and in the case of
death, resignation or absence from the State of a Director, his place
may be filled for the remainder of the year by a new choice to be
made by the remaining Directors.

Sec. 7. Beit further enacted, That the Directors for the time be-
ing, shall have power to appoint such officers, elerks and servants, Appointment
to take such security, and to administer to them such oaths as said of Officors, dc.
Directors shall deem necessary, and to allow them such compensi-
tion for their services as shall be reasonable, and shall be fixed by
the laws and ordinances of the same,

seription.

Subsequent ¢-
lections,
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Raules, regulu-

tions, de.

Skc. 8'?&]1’3 it further enacted, That the following rules, regnl;.‘
tions, limitations and provisions, shall form and be the fundam mﬂ'i

articles of the Constitution of said institution : o

- 2 5
RULE L aar
The number of votes to which the stockholders shall be entitl
in voting for Directors, shall be according to tl_le number of sh.aresv
Number votes they respectively shall hold, in the proportions following—that is to
of stockhold'rs. say, for one share and not more than two shares, one vote; for ev-
i ery two shares above two and not exceeding ten, one vote; for ev-
ery four shares above ten shares and not exceeding thirty, one vote;
for every six shares above thirty, and not exceeding sixty, one vote; |
for every eight shares above sixty and not exceeding one ltindred, -
one vote; for every ten shares above one hundred and not exceeding
two hundred ‘shares, one vote ; for every twenty shares above fwo
hundred shares, one vote ; andupon this principle shall all matters and
things be decided which may come before the stockholders for their
: decision. Provided, That no share or shares shall confer a right to |
Howlong sh're yote, which shall not have been holden at least three calendar months
}2}_2’33&;‘3’. bes previous to the time of offering such vote, except in the case of the -
®° first election of Directors, as provided forin the sixth section of this
act; and unless it be holden by the person in whose name it appears,
absolutely and &ona fide, or in that of his wife, and for his or her
own use and benefit, or as exeeutor, administrator, or guardian, or
in the right and use of some co-partaership, or society of which he |
* . orshemay be a member, and not in trust for, or to the use of any
Power of ablother person. Any stockholder, being absent, may authorize, by
sent stockhold power of attorney under seal, any other stoekholder to vote for him,
cerforote, . - Joror them, :

: RULE IL -
Xg)ct’g?y be a None but a stoekholder, citizen of the United States, and resident
: of the State of Florida, shall be a Director, nor shall a Director bo
U enation entitled to any emolument, but the Stockholders may malke such eom-
. of President. pensation to the President, for his extraordinary attendance at the
pet Bank, as shall appear to them reasonable. |
RULE 1III.
No less than five Directors shall constitute a Board for the trans-

l, What number actior} of busin__es_s, of whom the President shall always be one, ex-

L s}}]fg.l} (‘lenstltute cept in case of sickness, or necessary absence, in which case his

: rd. place may be sapplied pro tempore, by a Difector appointed by the
Board of Directors present for that purpose,

; RULE 1V.

o, res:it;- T}E{t in case of the death, resignation, or removal of the President,
oy gfthe Birectors shall appoiat one from their number to fill the vacan-
the President. €Y» Who shall hold the office during the remaindor of the term for
“which his predecessor was elected.

s
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The Directors shall have power, at any time fo call a meeting of ]
the stockholders for purposes relative to the Institution, giving at alfed meet'gs
least thirty days’ public notice in one of the newspapers printed at of stockholders
Tallahassee, and specifying in such notice the object or objects of Notice given.
such meeting ; but before any such objeet or objects, or any meas-
ure whatsoever, shall be carried into effect, the coneurrence of the &

majority in interest of all the stockholders shall be required.. §

- RULE VL . S

The cashier of the Bank, for the time being, before he enters up- .
on the duties of his office, shall give bond, with two or more good
securities to the satisfaction of the Directors, in a sum not less than Rond of Cash-
fitty thousand dollars, with condition for his good behaviour andier. =~ = 7%
faithful discharge of his duties, and the president, cashier and other
officers of the Bank shall take the following oath on entering upon :
the daties of their respective offices: I, ———, do solemnly swear Oath of Presi-
[or affirm] that I will, to the utmost of my ability, well and thith-'d%‘tlandx",th‘”‘
fully discharge the duties of the president [or cashier, or other offi- *"*"™ :
cer, as the case may be,] of the State Bank of Florida,”—which
oath shall be subscribed and entered on the minutes.

: RULE VIL

The Directors shall have power to issue to the subscribers their p o o
certificates of gtock, and no transfer of stock in this company shall {ificates stock.
" be considered ag binding upon the company, unless it be entered up-
on the books of the cashier, by personal entry of the stockholder,
his legal representative, or attorney duly authorized by special power
for that purpose. :

“"RULE VIIL

The lands, tenements and hereditaments which it shall be lawful
for said eompany to hold, shall be only such as shall be necessary
for its immediate accommodation in relation to the convenient trans-
action of business, and such as shall haye been bona fide mortgaged
to it by way of security, or conveyed to it in satisfaction of debts
previously contracted in the course of its dealing, or purchased, at
sales, upon judgments which shall have been obtained on. such
debts, and in every instance in which the said company may become
owners or claimants of land, tenements or hereditaments, the Board
of Directors are empowered to sell or dispose of the same, in such
manner as they shall deem most beneficial to the use of said Com- *

pany.

Lands, tene-
ments, &e. that
may be held.

RULE IX. o
The Company shall, in no case, directly or indireetly, be con-p, .0
cerned in commeree or insurance, or in the importation or exporta- :
tion, purchase or sale of any goods, wares and merchandise whatey-
er, (bills of exchange, notes and bullion excepted,) exeept such goods,

.
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1850 wares and merchandise as shall be truly transferred, conveyed or

pledged to them, by way of security, for money actually loaned and
advanced, or for debts due, owing and growing due to the said cor:
poration, or purchased by them to secure debts so due to the said
corporation, or to effect the insurance ou th'e prpporty t}.mt may be-
Limitation oflong to, or pledged to the said company, for its security ; neither
interest in dis- shall the said corporation take more than at therate of one per con.
counts. jnterest for sixty days, when discounting paper offered for discount,
: RULE X.
What theam’t -~ The'total amount of debts which said corporation shall at any
of debts shall 5,0 5\e whether by bond, bill, note, or other contract, shall notex-
uot exceed: o4 double the amount of the capital actually paid in, over and
above the money then actually deposited in the Bank for safe keep-
ing.

RULE XL

; Binding obliga- "The bills obligatory, and of eredit, notes and other contracts what-
s tion of bills, &c soever, on behalf of said eorporation, shall be binding and obligatory
Bt on the said company : Provided, That the same be signed by the
i ! President, Cashier, or other duly authorized agent of the said corpo-

ration, and the books, papers and correspondence, and the funds of
‘Books, i it the Company, shall at all times, be subject to the inspection of the
ject to inspec: board of Directors _aud stockholders when convened, according o
tion. the provisions of this act. e

RULE XII.

B Dividends to Dividends of the profits of the corporation, or of so much thereof

3 be declared— as shall he deemed expedient and proper, shall be declared and paid

b When not to half yearly, (the first half year after the Bank shall have been in op-

\ excg‘;’ nett gration excepted,) and the said dividends shall from time to time be |

S determined by a majority of the Directors, at a meeting to be held
for that purpose, and shall in no case exceed the amount of nett
profits actually acquired by the corporation, so that the capital stock
thereof shall never be impaired.

RULE XIII.

o nocilsty On all notes running in §aid Bank, as accommodation paper, when
to renew mort- any mortgage hasbeen given to secure the payment thereof, it shall
gage on renew- not be necessary to renew the mortgage, on account of the renewal
+ al of note. of the note, but the mortgage originally given shall be valid to se-
cure the payment of each renewed note, 80 long as such note shall
be a part of the original debt, provided that no new or after debts or

loans shall be iucluded therein.

i RULE XIV.
;‘alfg‘;‘:lc notes - All notes discounted by said Bank (bills of exchange excepted,)
yavie. o shall be made payable at the counter of said Bauk., :
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RULE XV. 1850.
T'he Directors shall keep fair and regular entries, i a book to be ~
~ provided for that purpose, of their proceedings; and on any qllespion, Record of pro-
when two Directors shall require it, the ayes and nays of the Direc- ceedings of Di-
tors voting shall be duly entered on their minutes; and those min- rectors, d.
utes to be at all times on demand produced to the stoelcholders, when,
at a general meeting, the same shall be required.

RULE XVL

| The corporation shall exist and continve until the first day of Lo
" January, one thousand eight hundred and seventy ; but the proprie- . © €

' &

A , ;. tinuance f
tors of two-thirds of the capital stock of the company, may, by their clc?rlllfg:'-;(tion. ke

eoncwrring voté, at a general meeting to be called for that purpose,
dissolve the same at any prior period : Provided, That notice of such
’ meeting and of its object, be published in one of the newspapers of
Tallahassee, for at least six months previous to the time appointed
‘ for such meeting ; and immediately after the dissolution of said cor-
~ poration, effectual measures shall be taken by the Directors last ap-
~ pointed and acting, for closing all the concerns of the company, and
- for dividing the capital stock and profits which may reniain, among
the stockholders, according to their respective interest.

RULE XVII,

The persons and property of the stockholders for the time being;, :
¥ L v s X o7 . Persons and
in said Bank, shall be pledged and bound to the full amount of shares phoRdrtbbid
held by each, in their private and individual capacities, for the ulti- for redémption
mate redemption of the bills or. notes issued by or from said Bank, of bills.
during the time he, she, or they may hold such stock.

Src. 9. Be it further enacted, Thal it shall be the duty of the Report to_be
President of the Bank, annually at the commencement of the session made as to con-
of the General Assembly, to make a report to the Governor of the ditionannually.
State, shewing the condition of the Bank—in which report there
shall be distinetly stated what amount of capital stock has been paid
in, what bills and notes of the Bank are in circulation, what deposites
and other debts are due by the Bank, the amount of hills discounted
and outstanding, specie in its vaults, notes of other Banlks in its,pos-
session, debts due it by other Banks, and all such other particulars
as usually compose the annual reports of a Bank, or may be neces:
sary to afford to the General Assembly, correct information of the
actual condition of the Bank ; and the General Assembly may ap-
point a ¢ommittee of its own members, to examine into the state
of the Bank, to which committee, if required, shall be exhibited all
books and accounts, and such other and any information on the
matters referred to it. ' 3 . :

See. 10. Be it furtherenacted, That a violation of the first elause g foiture of
of the tenth rule of the fundamental articles of this corporation, shall charter.
be considered and made the forfeituve of this charter. :

3 :
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1850. ‘SEC. il. Be it jurther enacted, That if the officer or officers of

said Bank, shall refuse or neglect to pay any of its bills when pre-
sented for payment at its counter, \\'xth{n the usual hours of business,
or, on demand being so made, shall refuse or neglect to pay, or ten-
der payment of such sums as may be d‘epomted therein, in gold and
; silver ¢oin, and shall so continue to refuse or neglect such payment
Rights and pri- for the space of ninety days, then all the rights and privileges and
vileges forfeit- ;1 unities of this charter shall be forfeited, and the holder of such
% bill, or the person, his agent or lawful Attorney, making such depos-

- ite, may make complaint thereof in writing to any Circuit Court
Proceedings in Judge of this State, whose duty it shall be, thereupon, to cause the
such cases.  President or Cashier of said Bank to be notified to appear before him,
at such time and place as he may appoint, to answer to such com-
plaint and show cause against further proceedings thereon.

Src. 12. Be it further enacted, If such President or Cashier, or
other agent of such Bank duly authorized, shall not appear at sueh
time and place, or, appearing, shall not show sufficient cause against
farther proceedings, said Judge shall appoint three disinterested re-
ceivers, and require of them a bond to the said Bank, for the faith- ’
ful discharge of their trust to his satisfaction, in such sum as he
shall determine, to be delivered to the said Bank for their use.

Suc. 18. Be it further enacted, Such receivers shall immediately
Duty of such dJemand and receive of the officers of such Bank all its real and per-
recewvers”  gonal estate, with all its books, papers and evideneces of debt due

such Bank, delivering to the officers their receipt, containing accu-
rate lists and memoranda of such estate, books and debts, and shall
proceed, with due diligence, to dispose of all or any part of such
property, and collect the debts, and with the proceeds thereof, to
pay the demands against said Bank.
How receivers SEuC.” 14. Be it further enacted, Said receivers may sell at public
may scll real auction, after giving ninety days’ notice in the mode required for
: *}tht)PC;’SOH?(} sales under execution, any real and personal estate of said Bank,
‘lfm’h{'“ o *1% and any mortgages of real or personal estate due to _said Bank, amd
make and deliver to the higest bidder, in the name of the corpora-
tion, any deed or other instrument necessary for the due conveyaneé
of such estate or mortgages, with the debts thereby secured.
Sec. 15. Be it further enacted, Such. receivers may-collect the
Collection of debts due and owing to said Bank, and prosecute, in the name there-
debts by. of, orin their own names as receivers, any action necessay for the
A «collection of such debts, or they may sell or.assign said debt, with
» ] the evidences thereof, as they shall think expedient.
Sgc. 16. Be it further enacted, Wenever such receivers shall have
Progsllings rea]‘lzed from thfe property of the said Bank a sum sufficient to pay
after collattion A its debts, their power over the residue of the property shall cease,
of debts by. and it sl}all be their duty to surrender the same to said Bank, to-
gether with their books and papers, taking a snfficient receipt for the
- same; and shall, also, render to the Bank a fair and just account of

Refusal to pay
bills or depos-
ites.

Receivers ap-
pointed.
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the proceedings, receipts and expenditures at the time of such sur- 1850,
render, and at such previous times as they shall be required by any ——
of the said Judges.

Sec. 17. Be it further enacted, Such receivers shall retain for Compensation
their services such sums as may be agreed upon between them and of,
said Bank, or, in cases of. disagreement, as may be awarded by any
one of the Judges aforesaid, at their said Court, at its next session,
after ten days’ notice to said Bank.

. Src. 18. Be it further enacted, The Directors of said Bank shall,
before entering on their duties, take and subseribe an oath that they O
will not, in any manner, whether as principals or endorsers, become
interested in any loans from said Bank. ¥

SEe. 19, Be il further enacted, That a branch of said bank may p. - qee
be established in each Judicial District in the State, and ageneies Where bills of
at other points, and the bills of branches shall be made payable at payable.
the place the same may be issued.

Sec. 20. Be it further enacted, That no stockholder of said Bank ~ Stockholder
shall be allowed to borrow any money from said Bank upon his ggzr?)léoy;e;in:ob :

: - ¥
stock, nor shall he be allowed to borrow any money thereof, unless o, stock.
he gives personal security other than those who are interested there-
in as such stockholders.

Suc. 21. Be it further enacted, That should the Committee ap- Fraud by offi-
pointed under the ninth section of this act, detect any fraud prac- cers, how pun-
ticed by the President, Cashier, or other officer of the said Bank, the ished.
said Committee shall report the same to the Attorney General ; and
the said President, Chashier, or other officer, shall be liable to be
indicted in the Cireuit Court of Leon County, and if convicted there-
of, the said President, Cashier, or other officer, shall be fined in a
sum not less than one thousand dollars, or imprisoned not less than
six months, at the dseretion of the jury.

Sec. 22. Be it further enacted, 'That by way of bonus for granting
this charter, the said Bank shall pay into the treasury of the State, Bonus for char-
on or before the twentieth day of July in each year, and while the Banl ter.
shall continue Banking business, an amount equal to forty cents on
each share of the stock of the Bank, which shall be in lieu and com-
position of all taxation by the State, County, City, or other author-
ity, on the Capitol stock or business of the Bank : Provided, That
real estate owned by the Banlk shall be subject to pay taxes as if
held by individuals.

Skc. 23. Be it further enacted, That the money received on ac- ,
count of the bonus mentioned in the preceding section shall be, How bonus
and the same is hereby appropriated to the support of common schools, aPpropriated.
and shall be annually distributed among the children of the State, #
subject to all the rules, regulations and restrictions which are now,
or may hereafter be imposed upon the distribution of interest of
the Common School Fund. v ;

[Passed the House of Representatives, January 7, 1851, Passed the Sen-
ate, January 22, 1851, Approved by the Governor, January 24, 1851.]

ath of Direc-
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AN ACT to provide for the Ineorporation of Insurance Associations,

Sgerrox 1. Be it enacled by the Senate and House of Represent-
atives of the State of Florida in+General Assembly convened, That
ARtooiat any number of persons, not less than thitteen in number, may asso-
(sociation au- ANy . S i %
thorized. ciate and form an incorporated company for either of the following
purposes, to wit ! 4 i
1st. To make insurance upon vessels, freights, goods, wares,
Upon what in- merchandise, specie, bullion, jewels, profits, commissions, bank-notes
swrancemay be pillg of exchange and other evidences of debt, hottomry and re-
Hde spondentia interests, and to make all and every insurance apper-
taining to or connected with marine risk and risks of transportation
and navigation. .
9d. To make insurance on dwellings, houses, stores, and all
kinds of buildings, and upon house-hold furniture, merchandise, and
other property, against loss or damage by fire, and the risks ofin-
land navigation and transportation. i
3d. To make insurance upon the health or lives of individuals,
and every insurance appertaining thereto, or conneeted with health
or life risks, and to grant, purchase or dispose of annuities.
; Src. 2. Be it further enacted, That any company organized un-
Re-insurance:  qoy. this act shall have power to make re-insurance of any risks fa-
ken by them respectively, and may make insurance upon any or all
of the risks mentioned in the first or second subdivisions of the first
section. But no company making insuranee on the health or lives
Restrictions as of individuals, shall be permitted to take any other kind of risks, nor
to life & health shall the business of life insurance and of health insurance be in
msurance.;  any wise connected or united in any company making insurance on
marine or fire risks, : .
i Skc. 8. Be it further enacted, That such persons shall file in the
iling of dec- 2 F
taration  ana ©ffice of the Secretary of State, a declaration signed by all the cor-
notice by cor- porators, expressing their intention to form a company for the pur-
porators. pose of transacting the business of insurance as expressed in the
3, ey several subdivisions of the.:first section of this act, which declara-
tion shall also comprise a copy of the charter proposed to be adopt-
ed by them, and shall publish a notice of their intention once in each
week for at least six weeks, in a public newspaper in the county in
which such insurance company is proposed to be located.
Suc. 4. Be it further enacled, That it may and shall be lawful
for the individuals associated for the purpose of organizing any
Books of sub- company under this act, after having published the notice and filed
sg.l.lggl():wC kf’or their declaration and charter, as required by the preceding section,
iy to open books for subscription to the capital stock of the company
so intended to be organizedy*and to, keep the same open until the
full.amount specified in ‘the charter is subscribed: or in case the
business of such company is proposed to be conducted on the plan *

22
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of mutual insurance, then to open hooks to receive propositions, = 1850,
and enter into agreements in the manner and to the extent here-
inafter specified.

Sec, 5. Be it further enacted, That no joint stock company or- o of
ganized for the purpose mentioned in this act, shall be organized capital.
with a smaller capital than fifty thousand dollars ; nor shall any
company formed for the purpose of doing the business of ma-
rine, or fire, or inland navigation insurance, on the plan of mutual
insurance, commence business until agreements have been entered
into for insurance, the premiums on which, if it be marine, shall a- ?a*‘lls of ;‘;:‘//
mount to twenty-five thousand (25,000,) dollars, and notes have s‘;:m:rcl;n :
been received in advance for the premiums on such risks, payable at ? :
the end of, or within twelve months of the date thereof, which notes & ol
shall be considered a part of the capital stock, and shall be deemed
valid, and shall be negotiable and collectable, for the purpose of pay-
ing any losses which may accrue or otherwise, nor shall any com-
pany which may be organized under this act, expose itself to any ‘
loss on any one fire or inland navigation risk, or hazard, to an a-
mount exceeding ten per cent of its capital.

Sgc. 6. Be it further enacted, That no company formed for doing
the business of life or health insurance on the plan of mutual insur- tC‘fp’t‘fd iy

y 3 X . ual insurance
ance, shall commence business until a cash capital of fifty thousand ¢y for life in.
dollars shall have been paid in and actually invested, either in the surance.
stocks of the incorporated cities of this State, the stocks of this State
or of the United States, or in bonds and mortgages on land worth
double the amount for which the same is mortgaged; the value of
the land to he appraised by three disinterested commissioners, ap-
pointed by the Judges of Probate of the county where such com-
pany is to he located. :

Sec. 7. Beit further enacted, That it shall not be lawful for any C“P;tal g
company organjzed under this act, to transact business unless pos- f;n e
sessed of capital or security as hereinbefore mentioned. %

Sec. 8. Be it further enacied, That it shall be lawful for any mvestment of
company organized under this act to invest capital, or the fundscapital.
accumulated hy its husiness, or any part thereof, in bonds and mort-
gages on unincumbered real estate within the State of F lorida,
worth fifty per eent. more than the sum loaned thereon, and also in
the stocks of this State or of the United States, and also in any or
all stocks or bonds of either of the incorporated cities of this State,
and which stocks or bonds shall be at or above par at the time of
such investment, ‘and to lend the same or any part thereof, on the
security of such stock or bonds, and any company organized for
the purpose of marine insurance may, in addition to the foregoing,
loan their funds on bottomry and respondentia, and change and re-
invest the same as occasion may from time to time require.

Stc. 9. Be it further enacted, That no company organized by or i
inder the provisions of this act, shall be permitted to purchase, hold Restrictions ag

Loans on hbot«
tomry, de.
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_ and convey real estate, excepting for the purposes and in the man-

1850. L 3
ner herein set forth, to wit:

to purchase & : iy r : Picia
holgi(ug of real  1st. Such as shall be requisite for its immediate accomodation in

estate. the transaction of its business; or, i f
9nd. Such as shall have been mortgaged to it in good faith, by

way of security for loans previously contracted, or for monies due;
or.
’3d. Such as shall have been conveyed to it in satisfaction of debts
previously contracted i the course of its dealings; or
4th. Such as shall have been purchased at sales upon judgments,
decrees or mortgages obtained or made for such debts; and it shall
not be lawful for any company incorporated as aforesaid, to pur-
® chase, hold or convey real estate in any other case, or for any other
purpose ; and all such real estate as may be acquired as aforesaid,
and which shall not be necessary for the accomodation of such
company in the convenient transaction of its business, shall be sold
and disposed of within five years after such company shall have ac-
quired title to the same, and it shall not be lawful for such company.
to hold such real estate for a longer period than that above men-
tioned, unless the said company shall procure a certificate from the
Comptroller that the interests of the company will suffer materially
by a forced sale of such real estate, in which event the time for the
sale may be extended to such time as the Comptroller shall direct in
said certificate.
Additional de-  SEC. 10. Be i further enacted, That, in addition to the foregoing|
clarations  of provisions, it shall be the duty of the corporators of any and every
corporators.  company organized under this act, to declare in the charter which
: is herein required to be filed, the mode and manner in which the
corporate powers given under and by virtue of this act are to be ex-
ercised, the mode and manner of electing trustees or directors, a
majority of whom shall be citizens of this State, and the filling of
vacancies, the period for the commencement and termination of ifs
fiscal year, together with the amount of capital to be employed in
the transaction of its business.
Duty of Atty. Sec. 11. Be it further enacted, That the charter thus filed by the
Gen. & Comp. corporation, shall be examined by the Attorney General,and if found
zﬁ’;ﬁggg‘lﬂg to be in_accordance with the requirements of this act, and not in-
- consistent with the Constitution or laws of this State, he shall certi-
fy the same to the Comptroller of the State, and the said Comptrol-
le.r shall, thereupon, _cause an examination to be made, either by
himself, or by three disinterested persons specially appointed by him
for that purpose, who shall certify, under oath, that an amount equal
at least to the amount specified in the fifth section of this aet, if it
be a stock company, has been paid in and is possessed by it in mo-
ney, or in such' stocks and bonds and mortgages as are required by
the eighth section of this act; or, if a mutual company, that it has
received and isin actual possession of the capital, prerﬁiums, or e
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joyments of insurance, as the case may be, to the full extent requir- 1850,
ed by the fifth section of this act; or, if it be a life and health insu- —————
rance company, to the full amount, and invested in the same manner
as required by the sixth section of this act. Copies of such certifi-
cate shall be filed in the office of the Secretary of State, whose duty
it shall then be to furnish the corporation with a certified copy of
the charter and certificates as aforesaid, which, upon being filed by
them in the office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court of the County
in which their company is to be located, shall be their authority to
commence business and issue policies, and the same may be used in
evidence for or against said corporation. 4

Sec. 12. Be it _further enacted, That the corporators, or the trus- Bylaws; pow-
tees or directors, as the case may be, of any company organized un- % L
der the provisions of this act, shall have power to make such by-laws,
not inconsistent with the Constitution or laws of this State, as may
be deemed necessary for the government of its officers, and the con-
duct of its affairs. ;

Sue. 13. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the
President or Vice President and Secretary of each company orgau- -
ized under this act, annually, on the first day of January, or within
‘one month thereafter, to prepare, under oath, and deposit in the of- Statement f{o
fice of the Comptrolleriof the State, as well as in the office of the bebl.nidg a’:‘i
Clerk of the Cireunit Court of the County in which such company gﬁsi;ss (?;exi
shall be located, and in each and every other County in which such ations,
company shall have an agency, and shall also cause to be published
in at least one newspaper published in such County, a statement ex-
hibiting the total amount of premiums received, and the total amount
of losses paid and ascertained, including expenses during the year;
also the amount of debts owing by the Company at the date of the
statement, and the amount of claims which then exist against the
Company for losses acerued, showing what amount of such claims
for losses is payable on demand—what amount thereof is ¢onsider-
ed fair or legal, the payment of which is not then matared accord.
ing to the contract, and what amount thereof is resisted on account
of alleged fraud, or for which the company do not consider them-
selves legally liable : also a statement of the securities representing
the capital stoek, and all funds of the company, and also whether
any of the securities held or owned by such company are consider-
ed bad or doubtful, and if so speeifying the amount of such securi-
ties, and the gross amount of outstanding risks thereon, and a list of
the stockholders, if a stock company, together with the amount of
their respective shares; and if upon due examination it shall appear
to the Comptroller, that the losses and expenses of any stock com-
pany during the year have exceeded the premiums, and in conse-
quence thereof the capital of such company has become deficient,
or from any other cause has become impaired to the extent of twen-
ty-five per cent.,it shall be the duty of the said Comptroller to di-
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m rect the officers of any such company, within sixty days to proceed
; within that time the stockholders

to wind up its business, un]pgs :
thereof shall pay in the amount of such, deficiency. 3

Any company receiving such requisition from the Comptro]l?r
shall “forthwith eall upon its stockholders for such amounts as w!ll
Duty of Comp- malke its capital equal to the amount fixed by the charter of the s.ald
troller  upon company, and in case any stockholder of such company shall refuse
the failore of o peglect to pay such call, after notice personally given or hf' ad:
BadRholdobg vertisement, in such time and manner as the Comptroller sha 1 ap-

the call ! ,
o lfeqfﬁr- prove, it shall be lawfal for the said company to require the return
ed. of the original certificate of stock held by such stoekholder, and in

liew'thereof to issue new certificates for such number of shares as
the said stockholder may be -entitled to in the proportion that the
ascertained value of the funds of the said company may be found to
bear to the original capital of the said company, the value of said §
shares for which new certificates shall be issued, to be ascertained §
under the direction of the Comptroller, and the company’ paying for |
the fractional parts of shares, and it shall be lawful for the directors |
of such company to create new stock and dispose of the same, and
to issue new certificates therefor to an amount sufficient to make up
the original capital. And it is" hereby declared that in the event of
any additional losses accruing upon m risks, taken after the
Comptroller shall have made the requisitionsaforesaiu, and before the
said deficiency shall have been made up, the directors shall be indi-
vidually liable to the extent thereof. And if upon due examination,
it shall appear to the Comptroller that the losses and expenses of
any company chartered on the plan of mutual insurance under this}
act, shall during the year have exceeded the premiums, and, in con-§
sequence thereof, that the capital of the company as required in its |
organization, has become deficient, or from any other cause has be-
come impaired, it shall be the duty of the Comptroller to direct the
officers of such mutual insurance companies to take the same pro-|
ceedings as herein required to be taken in ease of joint stock com-
panies; and until such directions shall be complied with, the direc-
tors shall be personally liable to pay all damages occasioned by
e fsuch neglect, to any person or body corporate which maybe injured
i ke er of thereby. Any transfer of the stock of any stock organized under
this act, shall not releage the party making the transfer from his
liability for losses which may have accrued previous to the transfer.
; ( Sguc. 14. Be it Jurther enacted, That suits at law may be main-
; b(?\ll(lfls ﬁiga-mt tained by any corporation formed under this act, against any of its
ckholders. members or stockholders, for any cauge relating to the business of
such corporation also, suits at law may be prosecuted and main-
tained by any member or stockholder against such corporation for
losses which may have accrued, if payment is withheld more than
Prohibition as twq1 months, in ftll risks after such losses may have become due.
to trading. Sec. 15. Be it further enacted, 'That no company formed under
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fhis det, shall, directly or - indirectly, ‘deal or trade in buying and 1850,

selling any goods, wares, merchzmdfse, or other commodities what-

ever. . b ;

Sec. 16. Be 4t further enacted, That the trustees and corporators myucoes  and
of any company organized under this act, and “those entitled to a corporators Ha:
participation of the profits, shall be jointly and severally liable, un- ble for amount
iil the whole amount of the capital raised by the company #all have °fcapital
heen paid in, and a certificate thereof recorded as hereinbefore pro-
vided. Nofes taken in advance of premiums under this aet, are not
to be considered debts of the company in determining whether the
company is insolvent, but are to be regarded as assets of the
company. . i ¥ ’

.Sge. 17. Bz it Sfurther enacted, That no dividend shall ever be Dividends.

made by any company incorporated under this act, when its capital

stock is impaired, or when the making of such dividend would have

 the effeet of impairing the eapital stock; and any dividend so made

shall subject the stockholders receiving the same to a joint and sev-

eral liability to the ereditors of said company, to the extent of the

dividend so made. :

" Sec. 18. Be it furtker enacted, That in pursuance of this act; it

shall be lawful for atiy muitual company, established in conformity

with the provisions of the fourth section of this act, to unite a cash Pt |

“capital to any extent, as an additional security to the members, o- ~*% P&
. ver and above their premiums and stock notes, which additional

cash capital shall be left open for accumulation, and shall he loaned
~ and invested as provided in the eighth section of this act; and the

company may allow an interest on such cash capital, and a partici-

pation in its profits, and prescribe the liability of the owner or own-

. ers thereof to share in the losses of the company, and such cash

. capital shall be liable as the capital stock of the company in the

- payment of its debts. : : ® :

© Swc. 19. Be it further enacted, That all companies formed under Bodies corp.
this act shall be deemed and taken to be bodies corporate and po-
litie, in faet and in name.

SuesR0. Be it further enacted; That the Legislature may at any
time altéf, amend, or repeal this act, or dissolve and provide forthe
closing up ofthe business and affairs of any company formed under
it, by a law receiving the sanction of two-thirds of the members
elected to each House.

[Passed the Senate January 9, 1851. Passed the House of Representatives
January 20, 1851, Approved by the Governor January 23, 1851.]

————

Cuarrer 314.—[No. 3.]
AN ACT to Incorpotate the Apalachicola Mutual Insurance Compary.

Power to alter’
or repeal.

Secrion 1, Be it enacted by the. Senaic and House of Represen-
latives of the State of Florida tn General Assembly convened, That
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/1\81;)?)?\ there shall be established in the city of Apalachicola an Insurance
““Apalachicola Company, which shall be a body politic and corporate, to be called

the Apalachicola Mutual Insurance Company, of which John C.
Archibald T. Bennett, William H. Young, Robert H. Thom-

Mu. Ins. Com-
pany incorpo- Maclay,

 tated. _as, James J. Griffin, Thomas L. Mitchell, Robert J. Floyd, William

A. Kain, William G. Porter, Chester G. Holmes, Daniel J. Day,
Charles X. Green, A. N. McKay, P. C. Kain, D. K. Dodge, W. J.
Wood, D.-G. Raney, Thomas H. Austin, and such persons as they
shall associate with themselves as Trustees under this act, not less
than twelve in all, shall be the first Trustees. A
Suc. 2. Be it further enacted, That the said above named body
politic and corporaté'shall be possessed in their own name, and in
the name of their successors and assigns, of all the powers, privile-
ges and franchises incident to a corporation. The said corporation
may sue and be sued, contract and be contraeted with, pass such
by-laws as it may deem necessary for its proper management, have
and use a seal, and do  all other acts which a body corporate and
politic may do, and in addition thereto the corporation hereby crea-
ted shall have power by instruments under seal or otherwise,
1st. To make insurance on vessels, freights, goods, wares, mer-
chandise, specie, bullion, jewels, profits, commissions, bank-notes,
bills of exchange, and other evidences of debt, bottomry, and re-
spondentia, interests, and to make all and every insarance connected
with marine risks, and risks of transportation and navigation :
BTl hoe 2d. To make insurance on dwellings, houses, stores, and all kinds
g of buildings, and upen house-hold furniture, merchandise, and other
property, against loss or damage by fire:

Powers and
privileges.

Insurance on
vessels, de.

Lives. 3d. To make insurance on lives :
. _4th. To cause therselves to be reimbursed, when deemed expe-
Risks, dient, against any risk or risks upon which they have made or may

make insurance.
Szo. 8. Be it further enacled, That all the corporate ‘powers of
gg:.rd of Trus- 1o said company shall be exercised by a Board gf '.l‘rusrt)ees, and
such officers, clerks and agents, and other persons, as said Trustees
may appoint from time to time. Trustees shall be eleet s here-
inafter mentioned. It shall be their duty, on organizin&‘ bompa-
ny, to choose ‘a President and Vice President, to aet until the sec-
Pres. & V. Pr.ond Tuesday of February after the period for making the first divi-
dend statement required by this act, and annually, on the ;second
Tuesday of February thereafter, who shall also be ex-officio 'T'rus-
tees, and are to have equal power with the other Trustees in voting
on all questions, and determining all matters relating to the compa-
ny. :
Sec. 4.. Be it further enacted, That the Trustees, President and
Vice President shall hold their respective offices for the periods here-
in named, and until others are chosen in their stead ; the secretary,

"Pexms of office. Vi
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clerks, agents, and other persons, during the pleasure of the Trus- 1850,
tees. ¢ . TR o ¥
See«b. Be it further enacted, That the Board of Trustees shall

have power by by-laws to declare, from time to time, what number g ;.

of Trustees less than a majority shall be a quorum for transaction of * =

business, but such quorum shall not be less than eleven of said Trus- Quorum,

tees, and also to make such other by-laws asmay be deemed neces-

saryfor the government of the officers and the conduct of their af-

fairs. .

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, That vacancies happening in the
Board of Trustees, or in‘e number of inspectors or officers, by
death, resignation, or continued absence fromithe United States ex-
ceeding twelve months, may be filled for the remainder of the term
by the Board of Trustees. ;

Suc. 7. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the Application for
eighteen (18) Trustees named in the first section of this act, or the insurantes.
duty of a majority of them, within two years after the passage of
this act, to open a book to receive applications for insurances ; and
after receiving applications for insurance, to be approved by them,
amounting to fifty thousand dollars, the hook may be closed, and
the company may be organized. It shall also be the duty of the When (. or-
said eighteen Trustees, or the duty of a majority of them to appoint ganized.
three inspectors of the first election. '

Suc. 8. Be it further enacted, 'Fhat the Board of Trustees shall Classification

.divide themselves into four classes. 'The term of the first class shall f Trostees,
expire on the second Tuesday in the month of February, after the

period for making the first dividend statement required by this act,

- or as soon thereafter as others are elected in their stead.  The term

of the following classes shall expire successively on the second

Tuesday in February of the following years, or as soon thereafter as

others are elected in their stead. Nothing herein contained shall

prevent the re-election of a Trustee.

Sec. 9. Bel further enacted, That notices of annual election for —Annual elec-
Trustees, to hold for four years and until others are elected, and for tion—notice of.
three inspeetors of the next election, are to be given in one or more
of the.public city papers, by an officer of the company, one week
prior to each annual election, to he held at such time and place as
may be designated by the Board of Trustees, or by the President or
Vice President in case of the omission of the Trustees to designate
the same.

Sec. 10. Be it further enacted, That at every election for Trus-yp, epgitled
tees, when the certificates authorized to be issued under this act, as o vote. Num-
hereinafter mentioned, do not amount to fifty thousiind dollars over ber of votes
and above the redpctions thereéon, each person having in his posses- POIECIY (‘ih"ldem -
sion and producing at the polls a policy or policies of insurance, not **ted t-
marked off, made by the company.between the first day of April and
the thirty-first day of December of the year next preceding the

Vacancies.

B
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1850,  election, directly in his own name, or in the name of a firm of which
he is a partner, the premiums on which shall amount to one‘lmndred
dollars, shall be entitled to a vote; and in case the premiums on
such policy or policies shall have exceeded one hundred dollars, such
person shall be entitled to an additional vote for each one hundred
dollars of such excess. ;
Sec. 11, Be it further enacted, That each person having in pos-
" Certificate of session and producing at the poll a cextificate or certificates of earn-
earnings, ings amounting to one hundred dollars, issued by the company mn
his own name or'in the name of a firm of which he is a partger,
which certificate of earnings shall not @ ave been discharged by
payments, nor cancelled by losses and expenses, shall be entitled to
a vote; and in case the certificate or eertificates of earnings s0
produced shall exceed one hundred dollars, the holder thereof shall
; be entitled to an additional vote for each one hundred dollars of such
Vote by proxy. excess. Persons may vote by proxy if f,he proxy is acqqmpamed
‘by the before mentioned evidence of the right so to vote. = One per-
: son only shall be allowed to vote at the same election on the same
documents. And in case of a failure to elect, from the number of
votes being equal, a new election is to be held to fill the undeter-
mined places.
Notes for pre-  Spc. 12. Be it further enacted, That the company, for the better
p’rn?lms author- seeurity of its dealers, may receive notes for premiums in advance
3 of persons intending to receive its poligies, and may negotiate such
Negotiability M0tes for the purpose of paying claims or otherwise,in the course of
of—For what its business; and on such portions of said notes as may exceed the
purpose, &e.  amount of premiums paid by the respective signers theréof at the
successive periods when the company shall make up its annual
statement as hereinafter provided for ; and on all new notes taken
in advance thereafter, a compeunsation to the signers thereof, ata
rate to be determined by the Trustees, but not exceeding five per
cent. per annum, may be allowed and paid from time to time.
A Sec. 13. Be it further enacled, That no separate dividend state-
nnual = state- : . 4 #
ment of nety Ment shall be required for the part of a year following the day on
profits. which the company shall have issued and dated its first policy; but
after that period an annual dividend statement shall be niade, which
sha.ll cm'lt'fun a fair estnn_ate of.the nett profits of the campany not
hefore divided, up to and including the last day of December of each
year, taking nto view the probahle amount to be paid on all claims
and demands \'Vhlc!l have been. or may be made against the compa-
:]1]_\,, mid allowing for any previous deficiencies. Such annual state-
nent shall be completed in thg month of January succeeding the pe-
Pividand de- riod to \v.luch it relgltes; am_i after ascertaining in this mode the nett
clared—Certif: profits of each p'cl‘.lOd on risks marked off, the Board of Trustees
icates issued. WAy declare a dl\'l(l@ll(‘? and the officers of the comparny may issue
T A e
ar fi rizks, to. the persons in whose names the .policies of
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insurance were originally made, or to their representatives; which 1850
certificates may be issued as is hereinafter provided for; and the ——
amounts named in such certificates shall be conclusive on the parties
entitled to receive them at such periods, and not to be changed by
subsequent events, showing the actual payments to be more orless
favorable than the estimate ; and the said certificates shall be trans- Transferable
ferable only on the books of the Company, under regulations to he o 00ks of Co.
prescribed by the By-laws, and shall contain a proviso, declaring the
same to be subject to any future losses and expenses of the Compa-
ny until the same are redeemed, as is hereinafter provided for, and
subject to be reduced by the' Board of Trustees, in case of losses Subject to ba
and expenses in any subsequent year, exceeding the estimated profits reduced.
of such year.- i

See. 14. Be it further enacted, That no original certificate shall Minimum cer-
be issued for a less sum than ten dollars, nor for the fractional sums "Heate-
between even tens of dollars ; all such sums are to be passed to the
contingent accounts of the Company.

Sue. 15, Be it further enacted, Thatin .case any person or per- ;
sons entitled to a certificate shall be indebted to the Company for ndebtedness
sums past due and unpaid, the Company may withhold the cer- of persons en-
tificate, and deduct such sum or sums from the amount thereof, or titled to certif
reduce or cancel the same ; but persons insuring or entitled to cer-
tificates, shall not be answerable by reason thereof, or of any thing
contained therein, exeept for the payment of their premiums, or other
notes given in advance for premiums.

Sec. 16. Be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for said 1 ogment of

Company to invest their funds, or any part thereof, in bonds or mort- gy s, :
~ gages on unincumbered real estate within the State of Florida, worth
 fifty per cent. more than the sum loaned thereon, and also in all or
any stocks created by or under thelaws of this State, or of the Uni-
ted States, and to lend the same, or any part thereof, on the security
of such stocks, and on bottormry and respondentia, and otherwise,
and to change and re-invest the same; and it shall be lawful for
said Company, from time to time, to divide such part of the accru-
Ing interest as they may deem equitable, not exceeding six per cent.
per annum, to and among the holders of such certificates; or in case
of losses, to declare a pro rata deduction of the amount of the out-
standing certificates; original certificates may be called in by the
Company, and new ones issued in their stead, less the proper dedue-
tion: all certificates and interest in the Company shall be ‘deemed
personal property.

Sec. 17. Be it further enacted, That on the thirty-first day of
December, of the second year after the day on which the first policy  General bal-
of the Company shall have been issued and bear date, or within one 3n¢e statement,
month thereafter, and on the thirty-first day of December, or within ;3(‘1[:’9“ .0
one month thereafter, of every subsequent year, the Company shall "
cause to be made a general balance statement of their affairs to the
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/1\8/.:)6.\ end of such year, which shall be published immed.ia_tely thereafter:in
one newspaper in the city of Apa.lachi'cola, containing
What ek dst. The amount of preminius received during jﬁhe first part of a
statement shall year and the second year united, and each successive year, specify.
contain, ing what amount was received on policies on fire risks, and what a;
mount was received on policies on_marine risks, and what amount
was received on policies on life risks.
9nd. The amount of losses paid daring the year, specifying the
amount paid on policies on fire risks, and the amount paid on poli-
cies on marine and inland transportation risks, and the amount paid
on policies on life risks.
3d. The balance remaining with the Company.
4th. The nature of the security on which investments have heen
made, stating the amount invested in bonds and mortgages, and the
amount invested. in other securities, and the amountiof premiun
notes and cash on hand: a copy of which statement shall be kept
ready for the examination of the members. : S
Per centage of  Smc. 18. Be it further enacted, That the per centage of profits ac-
profits—publi- cruing on the business of the Company, and the dividends which
et on may be declared on the investments, are to be published for two
glonths, after each isdeclared, in one of the public papers within this
tate, . # y
Src. 19. Be il further enacted, That whenever the acenmulation
Aceumulation 0f the nett profits of the Company shall exceed One Hundred Thou-
of nett profits. sand Dollars, the excess may be applied, from year to year, or semi-
annually thereafter, toward the redemption of eéach year’s certificates,
in whole or in part, as may be determined on by the Board of Trus.
tees, but the certificates of a subsequent year are not to be redeemed
Application oruntil those of the preceding are provided for, and when such accu.
excess. mulation shall exceed Ten Hundred Thousand Dollars, it shall be
the duty of the 'Trustees to'apply such latter excess towards the
redemption of certificates, in whole or in part, in the manner above

specified.
e b Src. 20. Beit further enacted, That suits at law, or in equity,
T may be prosecuted and maintained by any member against said cor-

o pf)drat-ilon, but no member of the corporation not being inhis indi-
lember com-vidual capacity, a party it. she ine a wit-
e b pacity, a party to such suit, shall be incompetent as a wit
Limitation of Sec. 21. Be it further enacted, That the said corporation shall not
R be al!owed to take r}sks for more than three times the amount of the
2 premium notes, unpaid, and the certificates of earnings outstanding:
Ilz)ljlglhty for citizens of other States may become members of this incorporation,
Sses, and the liabilities of members for losses, shall not extend beyond, or
fo_r more, than the an}ount of their premium note, and for the amount

of certificates of earnings that may have been issued to them: The

said Insurance Company shall be organized and allowed to com-

mence busmpss whenever the premium notes shall amount to the
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.+ gim of Fifty Thousand Dollars, and one-fifth of said notes are paid in  1850.
gash: The said Company shall not be allowed to take risks for e

more than three times the amount of the premium notes, which may

beincreased until they amount to Five Hundred Thousand Dollars :

Citizens of other States may be assured and beconte members of this Citizens other

Company on their giving the usual premium notes: The earnings of States.

said Company are not to be divided among the assured until their When earnings

actual capital shall amount to One Hundred Thousand Dollars. Pro gl
Skc. 22. Be it further endcted, 'That this act shall take effectim-,  Commence-

mediately after its passage, and continue in force thirty years, and ment and du-
no longer, unless authorized by the Legislature of this State. ration charter.

[Passed the Senate, December 31,:1850.  Passed the House of gleprcsentativcs,
Junuary 16, 1851.  Approved by the Governor, January 23, 1851.]
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Y ¥ Cuarrer 315—[No. 4.]
m OT to Incorporate the Franklin Mutual Tnsurance Compary.

Suerton 1. Be it enacted by the Sengie and House of Represen-
tatives of the State of Florida in General Assembly convened, That
Angus N: MeKay, William A. Kain, Richard G. Porter, Hiram W,

Brooks, William H. Young, A. T. Bennett, H. H. Lockhart, Ben-

jamin Ellison, P. C. Kain, Thomas Orman, C. G. Holmes, R. J.Names of per
Floyd, Charles Rogers, Charles Pratt, John G. Roan, Samuel Ben- $78 MeorPor
ezctt, gnson Hancock, NiBaker, N. J. DeBlois, John Gorrie, Wil- iy

liam A. McKenzie, Peter Hobart, John D. Atkins, Robert May, E.

o McCully, M. P. Ellis, James J. Baldwin, Robert Myers, A. W. xumo & style
Chapman, James J. Griffin, William H. Long, H. F. Abell, and their of corporation.,
| successors shall be a body politic and corporate under the name and

style of the Franklin Mutual Insurance Company.

Svc. 2. Be it further enacted, That in addition to the general General & par-
powers and privileges incident to a body politic, the said Corpora- ticular powers
tion shall have full power, by instrument under seal or otherwise, to
make insurance on dwellings, stores, and other houses, and upon Upon what in-
household furniture, merchandize, and other personal property, surance may
against loss or damage by fire or water, and the lives of slaves be effected.
against death, such damage, loss, or death, not resulting from the
carelessness, negligence, or design of the party insured, and to any L“’,“ta;‘?“ 4
amount not exceeding three-fourths of the value of the property in- ikt s
sured, (property on ships, steamboats, or in storage, not subject to
this limitation,) and not exceeding twelve thousand dollars on'any
one block of buildings or stock of goods. = Said Corporation shall [ves of white
have the power of insuring the lives of white persons for any term persons insur'c
of years or for life, may grant annuities, and make any and every ¢
confract in which the risk of life shall be a part thereof. Said Cor. To whom poli-
poration shall farther have the right and power to make the sum in- 7 B b?e-

e b5 : : ; ade payable.
sured in any life policy, payable to the wife of the person insured,

Exception.
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o~ or to his wife and children; as the case may be, for their sole_use
1850 and benefit, free from the claims of the representatives or creditors
Provieo.of the party insured : Provided, The annual premium shall not ex-

Risks incurred ceed five hundred doMars. Said Corporation shall have power to
by Co. may be cause themselves to be insured, when deemed expedient, against any
insured. risks upon which they have made or may make insurance.
B of s D Sse. 3. Be it _further enacted, That the corporate powers of said
roctors notless Company shall be exercised by a Board of Directors, not le» than
than 12. twelve in number, to be elected by the corporators named in the
first section of this act, or a majority of them, at the first election
First elettion. for Directors ; but [at] all subsequent elections for Directors, the
Pt policy holders shall have a right to vote (as hereafter provided) for
i‘(ﬂf’;ﬁgucm ¢ such Directors, and such other officers of said Company as said |
e Board of Directors may deem necessary. |
Term of office: SEC. 4. Be it further enacted, That the Board of Directors shall
of Directors. hold their office for one year from the date of their election, and
until their successors are elected and qualified. Tt shall be their
- duty, on organizing said Company, to choose a Presidentiand Vice
Qf Pres. & V. President to act for one year from the date of their election and un-
(Ef;l(:(fs& other i) their successors are elected and qualified ; the other officers of
; said Company to hold their office during the pleasure of said Direc-
tors. The said President and Vice President shall be ex officio Di-
Pres. & V. P rectors, and have equal power with the other Directors in voting on
ex-officio ~ Di-all questions and in determining all matters relating to said Com-
rectors. pany. : S
Skc. 5. Be it further enacted, That the Directors of .said. Com-
;’?52“”"1 elec- pany shall, within the first year after said Company is organized, ﬁxi
: upon some certain day for the annual election of Directors, and
shall cause the same to be published in some newspaper in the State,
for the information of policy holders. el N
Stc. 6. Be it further enacted, 'That, at the annual election for
Qualification of Directors after said Company is organized, every matter shall be de-
voters. termined by a majority of votes, each member holding a policy six
months or longer [to] be allowed one vote, and if his policy execed
one thousand dollars, an additional vote for every thousand dollars:
Provided, That insurers under open policies shall be entitled to vote
in proportion to the amount actually insured under their policies:
And provided, That no insurer under an open policy shall be enti-
tled to more than ten votes, with the right of voting by proxy.
, Sec. 7. Be it further enacted, That the Board of Directors shall ,
What number have power to declare by their By-laws, from time to time, what
lg;lﬂhf,l;]‘llfi;tfélllli number of Directors less than a majority shall be a quorum for
-ll qu"oru;li ! transacting busip(.ess, and also to pass such other By-laws as may
be deemed requisite for said Company, and that all vacancies hap-
Vacancies  in Pening in said Board of Directors by death, resignation, or other-
Board. wise, may be filled for the remainder of the year by said Board of
Directors. o

Proviso as to
policies.
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Sec. 8. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the- /1\81’;6 2
‘¢ corporators named in this act, or a majority of them, within three Fio for o
months after the passage of tlus act, to open a book to receive ap- ceiving insu-
plication for receiving insurances, and aftor receiving application to rance “applics-
be approved by them amounting to fifty thousand dollars, the Com. tions — When
pany may be organized by the i ST Directors, as hereinbefore be operted.
provided.

Suc. 9. Be it further enacted, That the Directors of said Com- .~
pany are hereby further empoweled at any time, to make insurance lives & annui-
of the lives of white persons and the granting of annuities, a sepa- ties.
rate department of their business, and all the contraets, liabilities,
claims, receipts, and investments ‘of the life department shall be dis- May be made
tinet from the other business of the Corporation as much as if they separate  de-
belonged to another Company, and the officers ¢f said Corporatio e

g Y, c 8 orporation
shall invest the funds bblonrrmg to the life department, only in bonds How funds to
~and mortgages on unincumbered real estate worth, in the opinion of be invested.
the Directors, at least four times the amount loaned thereon.

See. 10.. Be it further eracted, That whenever said Corporation Premium  on
- shall make insurance on any property, the member so insured shall Igsurarice J oL
pay the required premium in cash, or give his note or bond, well se- E; Ogecrty‘ud"’(‘)‘l
cured, for the amount of the insurance money, payable one day af- secured}.)
ter date, and shall deposit in money, with the Treasurer of said
Company, at least ten per cent. of said note, which shall be entered When note gi-
as a credit thereon, and the funds thus raised may be applied to the ver, what an't
ordinary expenses ofsaid Company, and the Directors may, at any * be paid.

time thereafter, when the liabilities of the Company require it, col- g o 0

. lect such further sums as may be necessary, by making assessments g to becol-

‘en said notes in roportion -to the original amount ‘of each note, lected  when
giving thirty days notice by mail to eacl member. s Tequired.

Sec. 11. ‘Be it further enacted, That whenever any person shall Wien 1oss sus-
snstain any loss of ghe property so insured, he shall, within thirty tained, notice
days after his knowledge of said 1oss and [in] the case of real es- to be given by
tate before any repairs or alterations are made, give notice in wri- e
ting of the same to some one of the Directors, or other person ap-
pointed by the Directors, whose duty it shall be to view the premi- .,
ses where the loss occurred, or otherwise make satisfactory inquiries
into the eircumstances attendma it, and under oath determine, in Duty of person
writing by him subscribed, the: amount if any, of the liabilities of notified in such
said Company for such loss; and if the sufferer shall not acquiesce %’M“ - %5
in such estimate, he may, within sixty days after he is notified of liabilitr o ‘éit
the estimate, bring an action at law against said Company. If, in suffe,g; may
this action, he shall not receive as damages more than the amount bxmmbmt
estimated as aforesaid, he shall be liable for all the costs incurred
in the suit, and execution shall issue against the Company only for Cmf‘itobep“ii
such amount as may be allowed after deductmfr said costs of suit ,}’3;5 if t‘fg;‘ (ﬂll\(
but if the amount allowed be greater than the. estimate, then T s
- Company shaII be liable for the costs of suit.

To whom « giy-
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fl\s?,? Sec. 12. Be it further enacted, That said Company shall be en.

Sompany may titled to hold personal and real estate to any amount necessary for
Company may
hold real and the purposes of the same. {
personal est, Src. 13. Be it further enacted, That when said Company shall
make ingurance on any property, the interest of the person insured
Policy to be a ip gaid property shall be held as secuity for the payment of the de-
lien on _P’:fPfer‘ posite note given to the said Company ; and the policy of the insured
illadon AR from the time it issues, ereate a lien on said property, and no
expressed. e s o ; .
transfer of said property shall affect said lien, provided it shall be
expressed in the policy that the insurance is made subject to such
lien. ¢ )
Sec. 14. Be it further enacted, That if any member qf said Cor-
?fogsiglt’z“ies poration obtaining insurance, or in case of his death, his legal'r‘ep-
zss:s;nemf O); resentatives, shall refuse or neglect to pay any assessment within
instalments. of thirty days after the demand be made, or any instalment on his dfa-
deposite note. posite note, he shall be liable to a suit therefor, by the Compz'n}y, in
any Court having competent jurisdiction ; and also, the liability of
tlile]lC}ompan ¥ fgr ?le Ri)iicyd under Wé)i.ch tlée pay(rlnfafpt 1% yv_l_thll;]eldt,;
shall be suspended until said payment is made, and if said paymen
. isnot made within six months, the said policy shall be, to all intents
and purposes, forever forfeited, ‘
] : Suc. 15: Be it further enacted, That any three of the eorporators
First meetings, p 2 S
by wham call. hereinbefore named, may call the first meeting by adyertlgmg the
ed. same for two  successive weeks in some public journal in the State,
See. 16, Be it Surther enacted, That any ‘person insured shall

Right to return have the right to retarn his poliey and demand his note at any time

-policy, de.

. Proviso. unpaid assessment upon the note, or losses unpj;jd for,
Member may  See. 17 Be it further enacted, That suits at

sue corpora’n. . may be prosecuted and maintained by any member against said

5 ; tcox'poration, but no member of the corporation, not being in his in-
wime;smpe ¢ dividual capacity a party to such suit, shall g incompetent as a :

witness.

No policy to  SEC. 18. Be it further enacted, That said Company may issie

issue until sum policies of insurance for such length of time as they may deem prop-

subscribed for er,” but ne polie ¥ of insurance shall he issued by said Company un-

Mrance @ il the 'sum subseribed 14 be insured, shall amount td'ﬁfty'tho;xsand

gbff 0. 850 gollas. R TR e

" Where  busi- - SEC. 190 Be it yurther enacted, Tha
ness of corpo- of this Corporation shall bs carried on

ration to be tha said cor orators, or a maior
g 8 a major ,
carried on, P 2 Jorty of t

t the opér“étiops' and business
at such places in this State as
hem, may determine.

[Passed the House of Representatives, January 21,1851, Passed the Sen-'

- ate, January 22, 1851, Approved by the Governor, January 23, 1851.]

before it would expire by its own limitation':* Provided, there is no i

e A
law, or in equity,
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Cuarrer 316.—[No. 5.] 1850. "

AN ACT to provide for the Incorporation of Benevolent or Charitable Societies.

Seeriox 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent-
atives of the State of Florida in General Assembly convened, That :
any five or more persons, of full age, citizens of this State, who shall g couiations
desire to associate themselves for benevolent or charitable purposes, for charitable
may make, sign and acknowledge, hefore any officer authorized to purposes.
take the acknowledgement of deeds in this Sate, and file in the of-
fice of the Seeretary of State, and also in the office of the Clerk of
the Circuit Court of the County in which the business of said soci- :
etyis to be conducted, a certificate in writing, in which shall be N or titl
stated the name or title by which such society shall be ‘known in Of':lme ol i
law, the business and objects of such society, the number of trus-
tees, directors or managers to manage the same, and the names of
the trustees, directors or managers of such society for the first year
of its existence ; but sueh certificate shall not be filed unless by the
written consent and approbation of the Judge of Probate of the
County in which the place of business or principal office of such

- company or assoclation shall be located, to be endorsed on such cer-

tificate. :
Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That upon filing a certificate as o g
aforesaid, the persons who shall have signed and acknowledged such | orﬁZrI':(t) eme

“certificate, and their associates and successors, shall thereupon, by
. virtue of this act, be a body eorporate and politic by the name sta-
‘ted in such certificate, and by that name they and their successors’
" shall and may have succession, and shall be persons in law capable

of suing and being sued, and they and their successors may have Powers of
and use a common seal, and the same may alter and change at
pleasure, and they and their successors, by their corperate name,
shall in law be capable of taking, receiving, purchasing and holding
real estate for the purposes of their incorporation, and for no other
purpose, to an amount not exceeding the sum of fifty thousand dol-
lars in value, and personal estate, for like purposes, to an amount
not exceeding the sum of seventy-five thousand dollars in value,
but the clear annual ineome ef such real and personal estate, shall
not exeeed the sum "of twelve thousand dollars; to make by-laws
for the management of its affairs, not inconsistent with the Constitu-
tion and laws of this State and of the United States; to elect and
appoint the officers and agents of such society for the management
of its business, and to allow them a suitable compensation.

Skc. 3. Be it further enacted. That the society so incorporated Trustees,  Di-
may annually elect, from its members, its trustees, directors orrectors, de.
managers, at such time and place, and in sich manver as may be .
specified in its bye-laws, who shall have the control and management Election of
of the affairs and funds of said society, a majority of whom shall he

y-laws,

%

i
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1850 a quorum for the transaction of business, and whenever any vacaney

shall happen among said trustecs, directors or managers, by
death, resignation, or neglect to serve, such vacancy shall be filled
in such manner as shall be provided by the by-laws of said socety.
Sgc. 4. Be it further enagted, That in case it shall, at any time,
Failure toclect happen that an election of trustees, directors, or managers shall not
: he made on the day designated by the by-laws, said society shall
not, for that cause, be dissolved, but it shall and may be lawful, on
any other day, to hold an election for trustees, directors, or mana-
gers, in such manner as shall be provided by the by-laws of such
society. 4 ;
i Suc. 5. Be it_furiher enacted, "That the provisions of this act shall
Act not to ap- ) s g .
ply in certain DOt extend or apply to any association or individuals who shall, in
cases. the certificate filed with the Secretary of State, or with the County
* Clerk, use or specify a name or style the same as that of any previ-
: . ously existing incorporated society in this State. ' ‘
Trustees liable  Sgo. 6. Be it_further enacted, That the trustees of any eompany. |
AP or corporation organized under the provisions of this act, shall be
jointly and severally liable for all debts due from said company or
corporation, contracted while they are trustees : Provided, said debts
are payable within one year from the time they shall have been con.
tracted :  And provided, a suit for the collection of the same shall be
brought within one year after the debt shall become due and paya-
“iible. g
Src. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the Trus-
S tees, Directors or Managers, or a majority of them, in the month of
&elf:ﬁ(iiff ‘ “{? December in each year, to make andfile in the office of the Clerk of |
ikt 1511 d}’l?aj the Cirenit Court of the County where the original certificate is filed, |
Rl a certificate nnder their hands stating the names of the 'T'rustees,
and officers of such association or corporation, with an inventory of
the property, effects and liabilities thereof, with the exception of
praperty to the amount of Two Hundred Dollars in value, with an
affidavit of the truth of such certificate and inventory, and also an
affidavit that such assoeiation or corporation has not bheen engaged
directly or indireetly, in any other business than such as is necessa-
ry to the proper accomplishment of that set forth in the original cer-
tificate on file. y ey )
AN R S/E“f; 8. Be it further enacled, That the Legislature may at any
S b oo time amend, ‘annul or repeal any incorporation formed oy created
: . under this act, by a law receiving the sanction of a majority of the
~members elected to each house.
[Passed the Senate, ‘January 7, 1851.  Passed the House of Representatives
January 20, 1851, Approved by the Governor, January 23, 185].5

Vacancies.

Proviso,
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Cuarrer 317.—[No. 6.] 1850.

" AN ACT to Incorporate the Florida, Atlantic, and Gulf Central Rail Road Com-
pany, and for other purposes.

Sreriox 1. Be enacted by the Senate and House of Represenia-
tives of the State of Florida in General Assembly convened, That a Style of incor-
Company be, and is hereby, incorporated by the name and style of poration.
the Florida, Atlantic, and Gulf Central Railroad Company, and by
that name, all who shall become subseribers for stock, and members
of said Company, their heirs, successors and assigns, shall be ca-
able in law to purchase, reeeive, retain, and enjoy, to them and
their successors or assigns, lands and tenements, goods, chattels, and
effects, of whatsoever the same may be, and the same to. grant, sell,
mortgage, and dispose of ; to sue and be sued, to plead and be im-
 pleaded, to make a common seal, and at pleasure to break or alter ;
" the same, to ordain, establish, and put in execution such by-laws
and regulations as may be deemed necessary and expedient for the
government, of said Corporation, not being contrary to the Consti-
tution and Laws of the United States and the State of Florida.
~ Suc. 2. Be it further enacted, That the said Railroad shall com- Rail-road.
mence at some. point on the St. Mary’s River or oun the Atlantic
Qcean, in East Florida, and shall run in the most eligible direction 4
fo some suitable point on the Gulf of Mexico, in West Florida, to ks ’Tﬁe"tfi
be located and determined upon by a competent State Engineer, mination of. ;
with the approval of the Board of Internal Improvement. ;
 Sgc. 3. Be it further enacted, That the capital stock of said Com- Capital of Co.
. pany shall be three millions of dollars, divided into shares of one e
hundred dollars each, but which may be increased from time to
time, when found necessary by a proper estimate to be made by the &
State Engineer and approved by the Board of Internal Tmprovement. 3
Books of subscription for the sum of two millions of dollars of said el b b
I SR el seription for,
stock, shall be opened within six months after the passage of this
Act, at Jacksonville, in East Florida, under the superintendence of
A. M. Reed and J. W. Bryant; at the city of Tallahassee, under
the superintendence of R. K. Call, J. G. Anderson, Richard Hay-
ward, William Bailey, and Robert Lyon; and at Marianna, in West,
Florida, under the superintendence of R. . Long and Allen Bush,
as Commissioners, any two or more of whom, at each of the re- oo
spective places, shall be competent to receive subscription for stock
in the said Company ; the books for which purpose ghall be opened
after thirty days’ notice, and kept open for thirty days, at the expi-
ration of which time they shall be closed; and if it shall appear
that more than the sum of twe millions of dollars has been subseri-
bed, such excess to be deducted from the subscriptions of those who
have subseribed for the largest number of shares as proportioned to
the amounts respectively by them subseribed, in sueh manner that
the subscribers of one hundred shares and under shall not be liable
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&

State subserip-

tion.

Sharesof stock  Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That ten days after the whole a-

how paid.

Forfeiture of.

Directors.
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to deduction, while such excess may be deducted from subseriptions
exceeding that number; and if there is still an excess, the same to
_ be deducted from all subseriptions proportionably. But if it shall
appear that a less amount than two millions of dollars has been sub.
scribed, it shall he competent for said Commissioners, or the Presi.
dent and Directors of the said Company, to direct books to be opened
from time to time at the before mentioned places, or at such other
places as may be deemed most advisable by the said President and
Directors with the approval of the Board of Infernal Improvement,
giving twenty days’ notice thereof in some newspaper printed in the
city of Tallahassee, and at Jacksonville and Marianna, for the pur-
pose of making up the whole capital stock of the said Company, or
so much thereof as may be necessary to aceomplish the objects of
said Company in the construction and completion of said Railroad,
And when the said sum of two millions of dollars shall have been
subscribed to the eapital stock of said Company, or so much thereof
as may be necessary to complete said Railroad, on the part of the
individual subseribers, then the Board of Internal Improvement for
the State shall subscribe the remaining one million of dollars, or a
sum equal to one-third of the amount which shall have been sub-
seribed by individual stockholders.

mount of stock shall have been taken, or so much as may be neces-
sary for the commencement of work on said Railroad, ten dollars
upon each share subseribed for, shall be paid to the said Commis.
sioners receiving subseriptions for stock in the said Company, and
the residue as the President and Directors of the said Company may
require.  Provided, That there shall not be more than ten per cent-
um upon eaeh share demanded at any one instalment, of which
there shall be previously given at lest thirty days’ notice in some
one newspaper published in the city of Tallahassee and in Jackson-
ville and Marianna. . - ’

Sec. Be it further enacted, That if any stockholder shall fail to
pay the instaiments required by the provisions of the foregoing sec-
tion for the space of twenty days after the day appointed for the
payment of such instalment, the share or shares of each stockhold-
er upon which such instalment shall fail to be paid, shall be forfeit.
ed to the President and Directors, to be disposed of for the use and
benefit of the said Company, and any purchaser of such stock shall
become subject to the same rules and regulations as the orginal
stockholder.

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, That, for the management of the |
concerns of said Company, the said Commissioners shall be and
continue as directors of said Company until sixty days after the sub-
scriptions shall have been closed: Provided, The sum of two mil-
lions of dollars .shz}ll have been subseribed on the first opening of the |
books of subseription, and so on, until the said sum of two millions -
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~ of dollars shall have been subseribed; and to keep alive the said rl\s/;oh

ﬂ‘ Board of Commissioners, the Board of Internal Improvement shall ——
;; have the power to fill all vacancies that may happen by death, re-. =
_moval, resignation, or refusal to aet, or from any other cause, of
. any of the said Commissioners, at either of the aforesaid places
where books for subseription are directed to be opened ; and when
the said sum of two ‘millions shall have been subscribed for, the
said Commissioners, or any three of them, shall give tnirty days’
notice in some newspaper in the City of Tallahussee, and at Jackson-
' ville and Marianna, that an election will be held at the City of Tal- Election of,
 lahassee, for the purpose of electing nine Directors, who shall be cho-
sen from the stockholders having at least ten shares each of the stock
of said Company, by the ‘votes of said Company, every stockholder
being entitled to one yote for each share which he may hold in his
- own name, or which he may represent as proxy. A majority of
votes shall be necessary to constitute a choice, and the persons so -,
elected shall hold their offices for one year, or until new Directors
shall be elected ; and on the first Monday in January in each and When election
every year, there shall be an election of nine directors, of and for the to take place.
- government and direction of said Company, who shall, from their
own body, choose a President directly after the first election, and
‘annually thereafter, and shall have power to fill all vacancies that
 maysoccur in their hody between the periods of their annual elec- :
{ tions: Provided, That if, from any cause whatever, there should at o fure toels ct
“any time be no election of Directors, as hereinbefore provided, the AUt
Corporation shall not for that cause be dissolved, but the Directors .
and other officers then id*office shall continue in office, with power
4 to fill all vacancies that may occur in their body, until an election
“of new Directors can and does take place. R -
Bre. 7. Beit Sfurther enacted, That the said Company shall have Rights & priv-
theright and privilege to construct and complete a Railroad, with fleges.
§ one oranore tracks or sets of. rails for the cars, for the transportation
“of passengers, produce, goods and all other articles whatsoever, to
tommence at some bay or point on the St. Mary’s river, or the At-
| lantic ocean, and thence continue, by the city of Tallahassee, to
. some hay or point on the Gulf ot Mexico, by such route or routes as
| may be ~designated by the State Engineer, and determined by the
stockholders, and approved by the Board of Internal Improvement ;
and for the better accomglishment of the objects, rights and powers
erein granted, it shall be the duty of the State Engineer, under the
rection and instruction of the E%%ard of Internal lmprovement, to
Make the necessary reconnois nce, examinations and experimental
FSlrveys, with proper estimates, and the necessary charts and dia- Lateral roads:
| 8rams, which shall be filed in the office of the Board of Internal Im-
”’Pm‘:ement; and the said route may be laid off into two or more
Sections op divisions, and may be taken by two or more companies,
Wth capitals in proportion to the estimated costs or length of each
* ¥ ; By
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Té-,f section, subject to the approval of the Board of Internal Tmprove

ment; and all companies soscreated and constltu'ted, shall be ?qualm

ly subject to the provisions and restrictions of this charter, \‘vnh allp

the rights, powers and privileges herein granted; and the said com. |/

pany or companies shall have the right to make lateral or branch

roads, constructed of rails or planks, to any and all points upon the

Gulf, or the waters emptying therein, or the *boundary lines of the

States of Georgia and Alabama, as the President and  Directors of

the said Company or Companies may think proper and advisable;

and for all such lateral or branch roads, constructed either of rail

ways or plank, the Board of Internal Improvement may take an in-§

terest on behalf of the State to the amount of two-fifths of the stock

of such Companies: Provided, The amount of three-fifths of the cap-

ital stoek of all such Companies, shall have been taken by individu-

al subscription : And provided, That all such schemes shall receive
the approval of the Board of Internal Improvement.

Swc. 8. Be it furiher enacted, That, until the dividends shall yiel

_©atthe rate of six per centum per annum on the capital stoek paid i

c-l\);i‘;dlqntgskon by the individual stockholders, in any of the Companies created un-g

APILLSOCK- der the provisions of this charter, the State shall not be entitled tof

draw or receive any rate of dividends upon the capital stock paid inf

by the State; but when the dividends received by individual stock-}

- holders in any of the Companics created under the provisions o this}:

charter, shall exceed the rate of six per centum per annum upon the

capital paid in, then the State shall be entitled to receive the residu

above six per centum,until the dividends to the State shall be equa

to six per centum per annum, and then; Both the individual stock:

holders and the State, shall be entitled to draw and receive equal divif

idends upon their respeective shares of stock. ' A )

Bt it Sec. 9. Be it further enacted, That the said Company or Com:

ower to pur ! ; : ! y: ] ‘

chase ears, &, Panies, by its or their President and Directors, shall have power tf-

purchase with the funds of the Contpany, and to place on said Rail

" road or Railroads, all machines, wagons, vehicles, cars, carriages

and teams, of any description whatsoever, which they may deen

proper and necessary for the purposes of transportation ; all such

machines, wagous, vehicles, cars, -carriages, and teams, and all the

works constructed under the authority of this aet, and all profits

which shall acerue from the same shall be vested in the respective)

shareholders of the Company or Companies forever, in proportiol

to their shares, and’ﬂle’ same shall be exemptfrom any charge or tai

Dapots.. - and whatsoever, and they are hereby authorized at those points in the

ware-houses,  Line of their respective Railroads, where it may appear to them im

portant for the accomplishment and business of the road, to estaby

lish depots and warehouses, or any other necessary and eonvenieif

: ho.uses and buildings, to he used by them for all purposes of th

said road or roads, or to he dispesed of by them, when it may be né|

cessary, and to charge and receive for the storage of produce, mer

-

State subserips
tion to.
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' chandize, and other artieles, at such warehouses, and other buildings, - 1850
. gs they may find it necessary to construct, rales not exceeding the :
' ordinary warehouse duties (e

Sec. 10. Be it further enacted, That in constructing the said Rail- L ; !

; g e i ‘ and necessa-
toad, or Railroads, or Plank roads; it shall and may be lawful for the ;v for comple-
“said Company or Companies, bits, or their proper agents or servants to tion of work.

enterupon and take possession of any land,swhatsoever, which may be
-necessary for the completion of the work or works contemplated by
this act.  Provided, that no land shall be taken from private indi-
viduals or corporations; and appropriated to the purposes aforesaid,
without adequate compensation to those owning the same, and that
it shall and may be lawful for said Company or Companies in like
_manner to take from any land eonvenient to said Railvoad or Rail-.

SN » .
_1oads or Plank roads, at all times, such timber, stone, or other ma-

. jter.ials,,,as may be necessary for the construction and keeping in re- g j0 o0
pair the same: Previded, That nothing belonging to individuals

“shall be taken without adequate compénsation to be determined in

* the manner hereinafter provided for. 5l

Sec. 11. Be it further enacted, 'That, whenever it shall become .

~ necessary for the said Company or Companiestotake possession of and

A

ng'& COmP(‘Hi’

N . 2 il it oe il 5 sation to - be
~appropriate or'use any land, timber, stone or other material, owned 5 ¢

private individuals or corporations, for the route or site of the
S raiload and works, or for construeting and keeping in repair
he Samie, or any part thereof, and the parties do not agree on the
Value and sale of the land, timber, stone; or-other materials, as'may < .~
be 50 taken or appropriated, it shall and may be lawful for the,yahlfm@:k?i’ At
Presidentrand ])irectorsﬂ;of:d d Company or Companies, or the:in?“’l"-r}‘ ror
‘“;,pl‘qper agent or agents, ot giving twenty days’ notice at ‘least, in
“wiiting, to the party owning the same, or to his, her, or their agent,
hat application will be made to the Judge of the Prohate Court of
1e County in which such lands, stane, timber; ot ot_her__\materlals
may lie, or to the Judge of the Probate Court next adjoining thex:e-
b, for a writ of © ad quod damnum,” .which shall be granted, and
ddirected to the sheniff of the said county, or to the sheriff of the
tounty next adjoining thereto, to summon five .disinter:ested persons,
house-holders, of law%ul age, to meet and value the said land, stone,
timber, or other materials, as the ease may be, on oath, to be admin.
Sstered by any justice of the peace, whose duty it shall }).e to attend
I person said inquest, and receive theiv report; z}nd iffrom any
tause, a justice of the peace does 1ot attend such inquest, then the
Sheriff shall and may administer the oath, and receive the reports
-~ the amount thus fixed upo'n"by said valuation, the said Justhepf the
.~ Peace or gheriff shall receive from the said President and Directors,
Y or their proper agent, and pay,yif there be no justicg of the peace
‘Pesent, the same over to the person or persons so entitled to receire
i and to take an acquittal or refusal for the same ; .and on the ten-
der of the sum.awarded to the party‘cntitled to receive the same, or.
6 e i) ;
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/m to his, her, or their agent or at_torneyz it' shall be'a lawful for sui.d
Company or Companies, by their President and Directors, or their
agent, to enter upongand take possession of and use any such lan(_ls,;
stone, timberyand other materials ; but all the costs and expense in- |
curred by said writ of « ad quod. damnum” and inquest, shu‘n! be .
paid by the Presidént'and Directors of said Company or Companies ¢ |
« Provided, That the appraisers shall not be allowed more than one
“dollar each per day, whilst'engaged in such duties, and the justice
 of the peace and sheriff such fees as are usual in similar cases. ‘
Donations to  Sec. 12, Be it further enacted, That all property so assessed and
Company.  paid for by the President and Directors of said Company or Com-
‘ panies, ‘or their agents, agrecably to the provisions of this act, and
. all donations made to and for the same, shall forever afterwards bes
- dong to, and become the property of, said Company or Companies,
their suceessors and assigns in fee simple, in proportion to the num-
ber of shares owned by the stockholders respectively.

Src. 13. Be it further egacled, That any shareholder of said Com-
pany or Companies may and shall have the right to sell, dispose of;
and transfer his, hert ot their interestin the same, or any part thereof;
Pl  to any other person (ﬁ@@rs’ons, or corporation, which said transfer’
e ; shall not be binding unless entered on the books of ‘the Company;
R but the stock of said Company or  Companies, and all the, property |

belonging thereto, or which may from time to time be  acquiredisy

said Company or Companies, shall be held respectively, jointly, and’
Wi ‘, not separately : Provided, That nothing in this act contained shall
~ be so construed as to prevent the profits and dividends which may he

i “declared upon said stock, being applied by each stockholder or cor- |

- ¢+ poration, to his, her, or their individual-purposes. n '
Suc. 14. Beit further enacted, That the President and Directors)
- of said Company or Companies shall have the right to demand and
Fare and rates . s , =4 b S
of Whusporta receive such prices and sums for transportation by their own means,
tone cars and carriages and other vehicles on said Railroad or Railroads,

or’ Plank';'pad’s, for passengers, produce, goods and all other articles
Whatsoevep‘;_%s may be from time to time authorized and fixed by the

by-laws of said Company or Companies : Provided, That such prices

and sums shall not beincreased without at least sixty days previous

J notice thereof being given in some newspaper printed in the city of
I‘allahassee; and the said Companyior Companies shall continue to
-receive such prices and sums for the transportation of passengers,
produce, goods and all other articlos whatsoever, as may be prescrib-
ed. b.Y tl}e by-laws O_f said Company or Companies, so long as the
e said Railroad or Railroads or.Plank roads, shall be kept in operation
- and in.good repair and condition; and the said Company or Com-

Damage to panies shall be bound and held responsible for any damage said pas-
{;’;{’:rgg d&c.’ sengers, goods, produce and other articles of whatsoever kind, may |

poried. . sustain in ;,trgnwortmg the same on said Railroad or Railroads or
Plank roads, if it shall appear that the same was caused by reason o

[

stock.
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any negligence, carelessness or bad condition of the said Railroadior = 1850,
Railroads or Plank roads within the power of the said Company or g
Companies, or the agents and servants thereof to prevent and con-
trol, and all produce, goods and articles of whatsoeverkind transport-
ed on said Railroad or Railroads or Plank roads, shall be liable for
the tolls for such transportation with which they may be chargeable,
and may be detained until the same be paid and discharged, and if
the same be not paid, and such goods, produce and articles of what-
soever kind shall remain in the possession and custody of said Com-
pany for the space of twenty days, they shall and may besold at
* public auction, and after the expense of transportation, storage and
auction costs and commissions shall be paid, the remainder shall be
paid to such person or persons or corporations or their agents, who Limita; P
“shall be entitled to receive the same: Provided, That when the said mllzx a8
tolls have repaid to the stockholders the full amount of the cost of
the Railroad or Railroads or Plank roads, together with all the ex-
penses thereof, then it shall be the duty of said Company or Com-
panies to arrange their tolls that not more than twenty per centum
per annum shall be received upon the whole amount. of said stock,
and the expenses thereon, and that if the rates of toll so established
Il exceed twenty per centum as aforesaid, then the surplus to be
- paid to the Board of Internal Improvement for the benefit of the In-
ternal Improvement Fund. ‘

Skc. 15. Be it further enacted, That the said Railroad Company
or Companies shall, at all times, have the exclusive right of trans- ..
porting or conveying passengers, produce and articles of whgtsoev-
er kind on said Railroad or Railroads, or Plank Roads, to he by =
~ them constructed, while they may see fit to exercise such exclusive #
- right: Provided, That when the said Company or Companies may
. see fit, they may rent or farm out all or any ;__mrt of suchsexclusive Transfer of.
 privilege to any person, or persons; or corporations, for'such terms as :

may he agreed upon, subject to the same respons1bilit1es, for which

the Company or Companies hereinbefore mentioned shall still be

held bound for damages to individuals or corporations, which may

acerue by reason of any of the provisions of this act. ;

Sec. 16. Be it further enacled, That. if any person shall intrude Hiaat

upon said Railroad or Railroads or Plank Roads, orany part there- |7 519% 1Pon

of, or upon the rights.and, privileges connected therewith, without
- the permission, or contrary to the will of said Company or Compa-
~ nies, all the vehicles, articles; animals, or locomotive power that may
be 5o intrusivel y introduced and used thereon, may be seized by ‘the .
,COmpany or Companies so intruded upon, or its agents, or dama-
‘1 8es recovered by suit at law ; and moreover, the person or persons
% 8o offending shall be liable to be indicted as fora qusdgmgatlpx-, and
. Upon conviction in the Superior Court of the district in which the Pinishubdt
- offence shall have been committed, shall be fined in a sum not more S

. than five hundred dollars nor less than fifty dollars ; and if any )

Exclusive’
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1850. = son shall artfully and- maliciously cause, aid or assist, consult or
" advise any other person or persons to destroy, orin any way |
hurt, damage, injure or obstruet said Railroad or Railroads or Plank

1 Obstructions

or privilege granted and vested by this act, and constructed for use
under the authority thereof, such person or persons so offending
shall be liable to be indicted, and on conviction thereof shall be im-
prisoned not more than twelve months and not less than one month,
and pay a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars nor less than fifty
dollars, at the diserétion of the Court hefore awhich said conviction
shall be'had, .and shall he further liable to pay all expenses of re-
pairing the same ; the one-half of the fines which may be imposed
by the said Court and collected under this act, shall go to the in-
former, and the other half to the use of the Internal Improvement
fand : Provided, that the said Company or Companies shall in all
cases be liable for costs, in case of failure to conviet, or inability to
pay, of the person convicted. : : 4
President and . SEC. 17. Be it further enacted, That the President and Directors
Dirastors of— of said Company or Companies he required to make a full report to
Report of.  the stockholders of the said Company or Companies; at their yearly
meetings for the election  of Directors of their ‘respective Corpora
tions, and their Directors shall have power respectively, to eall:
general meeting of their respective stoclkholders whenever the affairs
of their respective Companies, in their estimation, may render it exs,
_pedient and requisite to call such meetings; the Directors shall have
“power, and it shall be their duty, to fill all vacancies thatmay hap-
pen inctheir respeetive bodies at any time between their annual meet- Z
W ings. . & s 4 "
~ Reports to  Sec. 18. Be it further enacted, That the President and Directors 1
jf‘,;‘l‘)’t‘lvi’:ﬂmﬂ“ of the said Com!mny or Companies, shall be required to make full
reports to the Board of Internal Improvement at its general meeting
on the first Monday in December annually. : : |
Suc. 19. Be it further enacled, That the. General Assembly of
Flo‘r{da may, at any time, alter, amend, or repeal this Act, and that
Power fo re-nothing in this Act shall be so construed as to. confer upon said
peal, Company the right'to exereise any powers of a Banking Company,
or to issue any description of papery or evidences of debt, intended
for circulation. ‘ i
5 Sgrc. 20. Be it,furfhe(' enacted, That . it_shall be lawful for the
Tk ¢ General Assembly of this State to tax, jf they think proper, the pro-
pem%ty O}VIIGd by said Gompany, and that said tax shall be assessed
and levied only in the same manner and to the same extent as simi-
lar property owned by private eitizens, and no more. ‘
[Passed the House of Representatives, ary 292, 185 a8 L
January 24, 1851, Approv}()zd by the Gg,)xi?r?:;;,r}:]anﬁaﬁvo;;, 11;?;3(1 i ‘é

‘%‘;: * ' ’
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| AN ACT to alter and amend the Act entitled, “An Act to Incorporate the At © % =
B lantic and Gulf Rail Road Company‘ C 24, e //(4, % 2 2 ﬁ{%
See. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives =~ =
" of the State of Florida in General Assembly convened, That in addi- Power of Co,
| fion to the powers and privileges eonferred upon said Company by 10 own or hire
the second section of the act hereby amended, the said Atlantic and steamships, &w.
Gulf Rail Road Company shall be, and are hereby, authorized and
empowered to own and hold, or to hire and charter such and so ma-
%ny steamships, vessels or boats, propelled'in whole or in ‘part by

‘steam, as they may deem necessary to connect with or to run to and

from either termius of said Rail Road, for the conveyance or trans-
portation of passengers, mails or freight, to or from said Road, and
also to own and hold, hire or rent so much and sueh real estate, as =~
may be necessary for the transaction of their business. - . Ao

Sgc. 2 ‘Be it further enacted, That the capital stock of said Atlan- Inerease of ca-
ic and Gulf Rail Road Company may be increased three mi_llionsP’??P
Jof dollars, so that the entire capital may be in all Five Millions of
Dollars, to be divided into fifty thousand shares of éne hundred dol-

s each.
Suc. 8. Be it further enacted, That the apportionment of stock 0 Apportion-
the amount of two millions of dollars, heretofore subseribed and appor- mens of stock.,
' tioned hy or under the direction of Isaac Newton, Alfred G. Benson ' .
. and John T, Howard, as Commissioners, be and the same is hereby .
. nified and confirmed, and that books of subseription for the re- .
maining three millions of dollars of stock, hereby ereated or autho.ry-AB. Sl
ized, shall be opened by or sinder the direction of Alfred G."Benson, sc?n?}i&bxl: p
Benjamin A, Putnam and (g(l)rge R. Fairbanks, as - Commissioners, :
orby agents to he appointed by them, or.a majority of them, at
- such time and place within the State of Florida, as they shall deefn
T expedient, after having given at least tairty day’s notice the}'eqf in
" one or more of the public newspapets of this State, and subscriptions
} for said stock shall be received, and the stock apportioned by them,
- orhy their agents aforesaid, in the same manner and under the same

regulations and restrictions, as* directed by the sixth section of the

act herehy amended. ' i

- Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That the next annual election for

D}Tectors of said Company, shall be held at sueh time and place
- Vithin the State of Florida as the said last named Comuissioners, or a Blection of Di-
Myjority of them, may direct, of which they shall give at least thirty rectors.

ay§’ notice in two or moreof the public newspapers of the Btate of

oida; and thereafter an anmual election of Directors shall bewhel_d

¥ said Company at such time and place within the State of Flori-
y da, ag may be provided for by the By-lags of said Company. -
* See. 5] Be it further enacted, 'That the time for the C:Omplet‘(’“

. Ad commengenient of said Rail Road, 18 hgteby extended so that

s
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ngg\ the same‘ma‘y‘be, commenced within one year and ﬁni‘shed within
“ﬁe—m six years from the time of the passage of this act; but in ease the
W & for oonysaid Rail Roadfghall not be bona fide commenced zm.d in progress of |
" pletion offoad. construction withi® one year from the passage of this act, and com-
. pleted within six years from the passage of this act, then this act,
_and the act hereby amended, and the privileges granted therein, or §

_ hereby, shall cease, determine, and be utterly null and void.
“ Sgc. 6. Be it further enacted, That the ninth section of the act

Répht hereby amended, shall be and the same is hereby repealed.

' Sec. 7. Be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the
g e General Assembly of this State, to tax if they think .. proper, the
ty ow,};d P by property owned by said Atlantic and Gulf Rail Road Company, and
Co. that said tax shall be assessed and levied only in the same manner,

and to the same extent, as similar property owned by private citi-

zens, and no more. :
2 Sro. 8. Be it further enacted; That the exclusive right granted
Datdiioe: oftd the said “The Atlantic and Gl:.lf Rail Road Company,” to con-
charter.  struet and maintain a Rail Road as aforesaid, between the Atlantic
Ocean and the Gulf of Mexico, shall be and continue for the term of
twenty years and no longer: Provided, nevertheless, That the said |
Company shall, after the lapse of the said term of twenty years, be.
and remain incorporated and vested in their own right, and for their
own benefit, with all the estate, powers and privileges secured or
granted to them by this act, or by the act to which this is an amend-
ment, except the exclusive right aforesaid, which said exclusive right
may be renewed or extended by the Legislature of this State, if they

see fit, upon such terms as may be preseribed by law, and accepted |
by said Company. L

@

[Passed the Senate, December 11, 1850. Passed the House of Representatives,
December 19, 1850. Returned by the Governor with his Veto. Reconsidered in
both Houses, and passed by the requisite Constitutional majority.]

*Cuarrin 319.—[No. S]

. AN ACT giving to the Alabama and Florida' Railroad Company the right to ex-
tend their Road into the State of Florida, with chartered privileges.

_Secrion 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of  the State of Florida in General Assembly convened, That
Walker Anderson, W, H. Chase, B. D. Wright and O. M. Avery, of
Pensacqla, Florida ; Mortimer Bonlevare, John G. MeLean, Julius

Oommissichers G- Robinson, A. J, Robinson, H. T. Sterns, Chas, Snowden, Wilson
Ashley, Asa Johnson, Thos. A, Melver, A. Russell and Allen Fow-
ler, of Conecuh County, Alabama ; E, J. Pickens, L. J. Bolling, W.
T. Streety, Jas. Dunklin, 'F. J. Burnett, H. L. Henderson, H. B.
Taylor, B. W. Henderson' and J. L, McMullen, of Butler County,
Alabama ; Conrad Webh, A. J. Perry, Geo. Harrison, J. C. Swan- |
son and John Walker, of Lowndes County, Alabama; and Charles

¢ «
o o
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' Cromlin, Jas. E. Belser, E. Sandford Sayre, John Craigen, . J. {850, .
“Seibles, B. 8. Bibb, B. W. Hilliard, Eleenat Barnes, James R. Dil-
lard, Richard Wall and George Matthews, be, and they are hereby
appointed commissioners to open books and receive subseriptions
for stock in a Railroad to be constructed from the city of Pensaco-
I, in Florida, to the city of Montgomery, in' Alabama, any three of .
whom may open books in the cities of Pensacola and Montgomery,
and such other places as they may think proper, and keep. the same
open until the whole capital stock is subseribed; and they shalt give
public notice of the times and places of opening said books, not less
than twenty days, as they may think proper. i
Suc. 2. Be it further enacted, That the capital stock of said com- Capital stock..
pany may be one million five hundred thousand dollars, with the
privilege of inereasing it to two million five hundred” thousand dol-
lars, should such an_increase be found necessary for its construction
and future management. _, SR B o
Sec. 8. Be it further enacted, That said Railroacl"‘shalllext'end Txtent of R. B,
from the city of Pensacola to some point on the boundary line be- =
tween the States of Florida and @labama, in the County of Cone- = =
cub, Iying north of Pensacola, and at which point said road may
meet and connect with a Railroad  leading thence to the city of
Montgomery.
Suc. 4. Be it further enacted, That as soon as one hundréd'thou- Name & style
and dollars shall have been subscribed to the capital stock of said of (?o.
company, the subsecribers of said stock, their successors and assigns :
shall be and they are hereby declared to be incorporated into a &
- company by the name of the Alabama and Florida Railroad Com- gt
- pany, and by that name shall be capable in law of purchasing, hold-
ing, leasing, selling and conveying real, personal and mixed property,
80 far as shall be necessary for the purpose of this ineorporation, q.nd :
by said incorporated name may sue and be sued, plead and be im-
pleaded, answer and Be answered unto in any Court of law or equi-
tyin this State or elsewhere, and to have and use a common seal,
and the same to alter or amend at pleasure, to'pass such by-laws,
rules and ordinances for the good government of said corpora-
tion, as to"them may seem proper, and generally do :}11 things neces-
sary to earry into effeet fullytand 'completely the"object of this act.
Skc. 5. Be it further enacied, That as soon as one hundred thov-
sand dollars shail have been_subseribed, the commissioners_ hereby Directors of;
appointed shall call a meeting of the subscribers jat s.uch time and
Place ag they may appoint, and at such meeting t}}e said subseribers,
Or a majority of them in value, shall elect nine directors, by ballot,
0 manage the affairs of said company, and the commissioners afore-
said, or any three or more of them, shall be judges of said first elec-
tion of directors, and the directors thus chosen shall elect among N
emselves a President of said company, and allow ‘hlm such com- Precident,
Pensation ag they may think proper, and on all occasions, whenever
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a vote of stoekholders shall be necessary to be taken, each stock..
2 older shall be allowed one vote for every share owned by him or |
her, and any stockholder may depute any other person to vote and |
act for him or her as his or her proxy. ; :
 Sgo: 6. Be il further enacted, That the President and Directors
¢ of said company shall be chosen anmually, by the stoekholders of
said company, and if any vacancy shall oceur iy death, resignation,
or otherwise, of any President or Directors before the year for which
~ they were elected shall have expired, suchivacancy shall be filled by
- the President and directors, or a a majority of them, and that the
" President and directors shall hold their office until their successors
are chosen and qualified, shall have power to call meetings of stock-
holders at any time, and a majority of stockholders shall have pow- i
et to remove the President or any directors; and to fill all vacancies
occasioned by removals at pleasure. s
it .Sue. 7. Be il further enacled, That the said President and Direc:.
Other officers £0rs or asmajority of them may appoint all such officers, engineers,
. agents or servants whatsoever, agthey may deem necessary to car:
- ry on'the husiness of said compa®, dismiss them at pleasure, and a
majority of them shall determine the compeusation of all officers, en-
gineers and servants of said company, shall have power to pass all
by:laws, which they may deem necessary and proper for exercising
all the® powers vested in this company, for carrying into effect the
objects of this act, provided only, that such by-laws, ‘shall not be
contraryito the laws of this State, or of the United States, and said
President and Directors or a- majority of them, are. empowered to
borrow money to carry into . effect the objects of this act; to -issud
certificates or other.evidences of such loan, and to pledge the pro:
perty of said.company for the payment of the same with the in-
terest. g s 1
3 s Suc. 8. Be it further enacted, That the said President and Di<
;’)‘l':‘;:‘*l‘[‘lf“'“““ rectors shall have power to require the sto_clfﬁ%lders of said compa-
pilvable. "V ny to pay such instalments on their respective shares of stock in said |
‘ company, and at sach times as they may think best for the interest:
of said company, and upon the failure or refusal of any stoekholder
to pay the instalment required on hispher or their stock, in pursu-
ance of any call made by said President and Directors, as aforesaid;
said President and Diréctors may, upon giving thirty days notice,
proceed to sell at public sale the share or shares of said stock owned
by said stockholder, or such part as they may think proper; to the
highest bidder, and if upon a sale of the shares of stock owned by
said defaulting stockholder, said stock should be sold for more that
the amount - due upon instalments as abov ementioned, the excess,
affer deducting a coming interest, and the necessary expenses of
sale; shall be paid over to said defaulting stockholder. %
Suc. 9. Be i further enacted, That the President and Directors oi: ]
said company are hereby authorized to contract for and receive con::

Vhen t‘() )?

¥

&

.,
Byalaws,

>
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. veyances of lands, stone, lumber and woodw hich may be necessary 1850

or required in the construction of said Rail Road, and when the T e 5
* owner and company cannot agree upon the price, or when the own-yse of Co..

er is an infant, non-resident, or non compus mentis, then it shall be :
Jawful for the President and Directors of said company to apply to

the Sheriff of the county in which said land or other property may

be situated, who shall summon a jury of seven disinterested free-hol-

ders, a majority of whom shall be authorized to assess the damages,

and return their award or judgment to the next term of the Circuit

Couwt for the county in which said land or other property may be

situated, which shall be entered by the Clerk as the judgment of

the Court, and execution may issue thereupon for the amount of said

judgment and costs, provided always that if either party shall upon

the return  thereof be dissatisfied, they may upon filing bond with

. good and sufficient security in such sum as the Court may order, be

allowed an appeal to the next term of the Cireuit: Court, when said

ase shall stand for trial de novo, provided also, thirty days notice

hall have been given to the oppokite party, issued by the Clerk of

e Court, and served by the Sheriff of the County. N
Sue. 10, Be it further enacted, That the jurors summoned as a- S)ée:ggges i
resaid shall (before proceeding to the discharge of the duties here- ™"

L required) take an oath or affirmation; which the Sheniff is hereby

uthorized to administer, to the effect that they will well and truly

quire into and, to the best of their judgment, assess the damages

accruing to the owner or ownersof such lands or materials, or

lands and materials, by means of the: proposed construction.

I Sec. 11. Be it Surther enacted, That 'the said lands or other pro-

perty so condemned and estimated as aforesaid, shall inure to and

become the property of said company, for the.purpose aforesaid, up- gﬁe"t tf’f l’COIl*
- o the payment by the said company of the amount assessed by said RO

Jury, to the party claiming damages on account of the construction
- of said road through said lands, or for such other property: provi-

ded that said work shall in no wise be delayed on, account of the ®
Proceedings had as dforegaids W PV ] »

SEF. 12. Be it further enacted, That in case any person shall wil-

I.y. injure or obstruct in any degree the said road or roads, he shall Injary or ob-
forfeit anq pay to the President and Directors of said company three struction ~ to
ies the amount of all damages they may sustain in consequence road.
thereof, to he sued for and recovered in the same manner as provi-
e by law for individuals in like eases, and on complaint to any
Magistrate, within whose jurisdietion such offence shall be commit-

4, it shall be the duty of such magistrate to bind the person or
PEI’SOl'ls so offending, with sufficient security, for his or their good

“aviour for a period of not less than one year, and such offender
tall also be subjected to indictment, and shall be sentenced at the
‘cretion of the Court to be imprisoned not less than three nor more

U SIx months, :

' & o
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?8/5‘(7\ Suc. 18, Be it wrther enacted, That in the .constmction of the
' Obstraction ot Said Rail Road, the President and Directors of szyd company shall in
public roads, 1O manner obstruct any public road now established, but shall pro.
vide convenient passages to travel over said road. :
Suc. 14. Be it further enacted, That payments of the subscription
git?clﬁoragable to the stock in said Rail Road may be made in materials, labor, pro-
HLHDOG €6 visions, and all and every thing necessary for the construction of
said road, which the Board of Directors at their discretion may deem
expedient to accept. \
Sre. 15. Be it further enacted, That after the completion of said
Tollz. . road, or any part thereof, the said President and Directors may lay
and collect tolls from all persons, property, merchandize and other
commodities transported thereon, provided the nett profit of said
road shall not exceed twenty-five per cent. per annum. #
Reservation as . SEC: 160 Be it furher enacted, That the General Assembly reserve
1o other Toads, the Tight and power to authorize the construction of any Rail Road
to cross the one authorized in this act, at any point the General As:
: sembly may think proper. . » :
Banking pro-  Sge. 17. Be it further enacted, That nothing in this act shall
hibited. so construed as to confer upon said company any right to exercis
the powers of a Banking Company, or to issue any deseription o
paper, or evidences of debt intended as circulation. .
Commence.  SEC18. Be it further enacted, That said company = hereby in:
ment of road. c¢orporated, shall commence the building of said road within fiv
years, and complete the same within fifteen years from the passage
of this act,
Src. 19. Be it further enacted, That the company hereby incor:
T e por:ated, shall have power to unite with the Alabama and Florida
AR Rail Road Company, incorporated by act of the Legistature of Al
R Co. abama, approved eleventh of February, one thousand eight hundred
and fifty, in such manner as they may think proper,

[Passed the Senate, December 23, 1850.  Passed the House of Representatives,

e January’3, 1851, Approved by fhe Governor, January 7, 1851.]
S (]nl] é/; g - LA j}

Cuarrer 320.—[No. 9.]

AN ACT granting to the Alabama and Florida Rail Road Company land granted,
or hereafter to be granted, to the State by the General Government, for the

purpose of aiding in the construction of a Rail Road from Pensacola to Mont:
» 7 gomery.

Wiereas, An Act “granting the right of way and making a grant
Préamble, of land to the States of Florida and Alabama, in aid of the con:
struqtion of a Rail Road from the waters of Pensacola Bay, it
Florida, to Montgomery, in the State of Alabama, and for other
purposes,” passed the Senate of the United States 20th Septem:
ker, 1850, and has passed, or will probably pass, the House o

t

s
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Representatives, and has been, or will probably be, approved by = 1850,
the President: Therefore, A et
Secrion 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent-
atives of the State of Florida in General Assembly convened, That
the rights, powers, and privileges, which have been, or may hereaf-
ter be, granted by the act of Congress mentioned in the above pre-  Transfer of
amble, to the State of Florida, so far as relates to the construction rights, de:
of a Rail Road from the waters of Pensacola Bay, in Florida, to-
Montgomery, in the State of Alabama, be and the same are hereby
transferred to the Alabama and Florida Rail Road Company, incor-
porated by Act of the Legislature of Alabama, approved eleventh «
February, one thousand eight hundred and fifty, and also by Act of
. the Legislature of Florida, approved January seventh, one thousand
eight hundred and fifty-one, subject to the provisions hereinafter
mentioned. :
" Sec. . Be it further enacted, That a copy of the survey of said Survey of road:
Road, made under the direction of the Board of Directors of said ;
Rail Road Company, and at the expense of said Conipany, shall be Copy of.
forwarded to the proper lodal Land Offices respectively, and to the
 General Land Office at Washington City, within ninety days after
the completion of the same. y
- 8rc. 3. Be it further enacted, That the Governor be, and he is P
hereby, authorized to appoint an agent to select the lands granted szt
- a8 aforesaid, as required in the second section of the Act aforesaid:
- Provided, The expense attendant upon the employment of said
- agent shall be paid by the said Rail Road Company.
. Sec.4. Be i Sfurther enacted, That said lands shall be sold under :
 the direction of the Register of Piblic Lands, and the sale shall be Sale oflands:
- made under all the rules, regulations, and restrictions which are
- Bow, or may hereafter be, imposed upon the sale of Seminary Lands.
Suc. 5. Be it further eracted, That the money and honds received
ﬁ‘Om the sale of the aforesaid lands, shall be transferred to fhg said B T
Rail Road Company, upon said Company giving such security, 0 g jp.
save the State from “any loss on account of said transfer, as shall
b‘e satisfactory to the Register of Public Lands, Comptroller; and
overnor,
[Passed the Senate, January 17, 1851, Passed the House of Representatives,
Jauary 92,1851, Approved by the Governor, January 24, 1851.]

E‘

!

Crarreg 321—[No. 10.]
AN ACT for the Incorporation of Plank Road Conipanies.

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Re‘pres:‘mh
tatives of the State of Florida in General Assembly cor.wened, 'Ihap ;
any number of persons, not less than five, citizens of thlS. State, may

¢ fOrr}led into a eorporation for the purpose of constructing a Plank

%ad in this State, by complying with the following requirements,

4
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Articles of as-
sociation,

" structed; and each town, city, village or settlement through which

rate,

Acrticles, where
tiled.

Effect of,

Cxis. 21, . : Corporations.

viz: They shall cause articles of association to be drawn up, in wii»
ting, in which shall be set forth the object of the association, the
name of the eompany, the number of years the same is to continue,
(which shall not exceed thirty, without permission of the General
Assembly, to be obtained before the expiration of the said thirty
years,) the number of shares of which the stock shall consist, and
the amount of each share, and the whoele amount of the capital
stock of the company, the number of directors who shall manage
the concerns of the company for the first year, and -until others are
appointed, (whieh number shall be not less than three, nor more than
nine,) the place from and to which the proposed road is to be con-

the said road is intended to pass, and its length as near as may be;

which said articles of association shall be signed by each subseri-
ber or stockholder with his name, place of residence, and number
of shares of stock taken by him in said company ; and when stock
to the amount of at least five hundred dollars for each mile of said

road shall have been subseribed for, and the said articles of associ-
ation filed in the office of the Secretary of State, as provided for in
the next section, then the said persons or association, and all per-;
sons who may thereafter subscribe for the remainder of said stock, |
or become stockholders of said company, shall from thenceforth be
a body eorporate, by the name specified in such articles, and as such:
the said company or corporation shall have succession by its cor-

porate name for the period aforesaid, and shall have power in the |
corporate name aforesaid to sue and be sued, complain and defend -

Body corpo-in all Courts of Law and Equity, to have and use a common seal’

and alter the same at pleasure, to hold, purchase, and convey such
real and personal estate as the purposes of the corporation shall re-
quire ; and they shall also have such other corporate powers and
privileges as are usual and necessary for the exercise of the powers |
herein given and granted to such companies. ) %

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That in order to entitle any such
articles of association to be filed in the office of the Secretary of
State as aforesaid, so much of the eapital stock of said company as
shall amount to, or be equivalent to, five hundred dollars for each
estimated mile of the road to be constructed shall have been taken
or subscribed for in good faith, and on affidavit of one or more of
the directors shall be made and endorsed upon or annexed to the
said zu'tlc_les qf association, stating that the subseriptions thereto are
the gtenume signatures of the subscribers or their duly authorized
agents.

Sue. 3. Beit further enacted, That a copy of the said articles of
association, with a copy of the affidavit endorsed thereon, or annexed

thereto, duly certified by the Secretary of State under his seal of

office, shall in all Courts and places be presumptive evidence of the

1acorporation of such company and of the facts therein stated.




Internal Improvement. " Ciar. 321,

Suc. 4. Be it further enacted, That the directors named in such
atticles of association shall have power to receive further subserip-
tions to the capital stock of such eompany, until the whole amount
thereof shall have been subscribed ; and, in case they may deem it
necessary, they may inerease the capital stock of such company, by
resolution of their board to be duly passed and recorded, (and a cer-
tified copy of which shall be filed in the office of the Secretary of
State ) Provided, however, That in no case shall the capital stock of
any Plank Road Company exceed an amount equal-in the aggregate
to four thousand dollars per mile, for each mile of the Plank Road
of such Company. .

. Sec. 5. Be it further enacled, That after the filing of any such
articles of association by a plank road company in the office of the
 Secretary of State, they may proceed to survey and lay,out the
route of such plank road, and shall cause a copy of the survey and
' plat of the route of said road, signed by the surveyor or engineer
 who laid out the same, and certified by the President or Secretary
ofthe company, and also any modification or alteration of said
‘toute which may thereafter be made by the county commissioners,
~and assented to by the company, as hereinafter provided, to be filed
in the county clerk’s office of the county through which such road
s laid ; "and if the road runs' through or into more than one county,
then such certified copy of the survey and plat of so much of said
10ad as lies in each county through which the same passes, shall be
fled in such county.

- Suc. 6. Be it further enacted, That upon the survey of the said

53
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1850.

Capital stock.

Survey of
ute.

Application to

L;‘»?.Oad‘ being completed as aforesaid, or of so much of said' rqad A8 B At of “Oo)
lIes in any one county, the said cofopany shall make application to Commissioners

the hoard of county ¢commissioners in such county to lay out such
toad, and for authority to construct the same, and to enter upon and
@ﬂke the real estate necessary therefor, as designated in the survey,
&'W upon presenting a copy of such survey and plat to the J udge of
- Probate, or other presiding officer of said board, he shall fix a time
ad place of hearing such application, of which not less than two
Uor more five weeks notice shall be given, by publishing the same
Weekly in some newspaper printed in such county, or in an adjoin-
g county ; but if there are no newspapers published in the same
o o an adjoining county, then by posting the same on the door of
the court house of said county, and in three public places along or
"8ar to the line of said road, at which time and place designated for
e }'leariug of said application, any citizen of said county or person
Whing land on the line of said proposed road, or otherwise interest-
erein, may appear and show cause, if any they have, against

¢ said application ; and a notice to the other commissioners to be
Pesent at gaid meeting on the hearing ‘of such application, shall be
8%n by the Judge of Probate or other presiding officer, and shall
¢ Served personally, or by leaving a copy at their respective places

.
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of residence, at least five days before such meeting. The expenses
of such special meeting of the board of county commissioners, as
well as the expensesiof giving the notices aforesaid, shall be paid by
such company.

Suc. 7. Be it further enacted, That at the time and place desig:
nated as aforesaid, the said board of county commissioners shall, if
satisfied that notice has heen given as provided for in the last section,
proceed to hear such application, and if no just and reasonable
cause is shown against the same, and if they are satisfied that the
publie interests will be promoted by the construction said road on
the route proposed, they shall (if a majority of all the members elect.
ed to said board assent thereto,) by an order to be entered upon{
the minutes of the board, grant such application and authorize the:
said company to construct such plank road upon the route specified,
or upon such other route, in whole or in part, as such company may
consent to, and to take the real estate necessary to be used for that

same as a public highway for the purposes of a plank road, subject,
however, to all the rights and privileges herein, or by any other law.
granted to sueh company, and to be kept up and maintained by
such company and at their expense, during the continuance of the
charter ; a copy of which order, duly certified by the presiding offi-
cer of said board, shall be filed with the aforesaid plat and survey in
the county clerk’s office by the said company before they shall pro--
ceed to act under it. '

Snc. 8. Be it further enacted, That in case the said proposed
plank road, or any part thereof, is laid out over or upon the route i
of any public highway, or any road which is recognized as such by

250k 0 1
the county commissioners, then the said bodfd of county commis-:

stoners may surrender and release the same to such plank road com- |
pany, and allow to them the right to take and use the same for thé‘
purpose of constructing such plank road, either without compensa-
sation, or upon such terms and eonditions as may- be agreed upon
between the said company and the board of commissioners: but in
case the said board of county commissioners exact compensation or
damages from such company for the use of such public highway,
and the parties cannot agree upon the amount to he paid, then such
compensation or damages shall be ascertained and assessed by three
disinterested freeholders from an adjoining county, to be appointed
by the Circuit Judge of the circuit in which such county is situated,
or agreed upon by the parties, and who shall fix a time and place
within the county for a hearing of the matter, of which reasonable
notice shall be given to both parties, and who shall be authorized to
hear testimony and to swear witnesses, and shall also view the road
to be surrendered, if necessary, or if either party shall desire it, and
who shall, after a full hearing of the parties, make their award in
writing, determining what sum, if any, shall be paid by such com:
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pany to.the board of county commissioners for the public highway  1850.
or road so taken or to be taken and used by the plank road compa-———
ny, of which award a copy shall be delivered to each party; and the
amount so awarded by the said appraisers shall be paid by such
company to the presiding officer of'said board for the use of the
county, before such company shall be authorized to exact or receive
any tolls on such contemplated plank road ; and the amount so re-
ceived from any such company shall be expended under the direc-
tion of the county commissioners, in the repair of other roads in
said county. ,

Sec. 9. Be it further enacted, That no such plank road shall be Probibition.

laid out through any dwelling house or building connected there-

with, or through any garden, yard, or ornamental grounds connect-

. ed therewith and necessary for the use and enjoyment of such dwel:

ling, without the consent of the owner, nor shall any such’ company

~ bridge any navigable st;ﬁam where the same is navigable for vessels
~ or steam boats, without having a suitable draw to said bridge, or ,

without having said bridge of a suitable height to permit the passage

 thereunder of all vessels or steam boats navigating said stream, nor

in any manner that will prevent or endanger the passage of any raft

A" of twenty-five feet in width.

Sec. 10. Be it further enacted, That after the order of the county

commissioners approving of any such plank road, and of the survey Rig:‘t to bold
" and route thereof, shall have been duly filed as provided for in the %

seventh section aforesaid, such company may enter upon, take and
hold, subject to the provisions of this act, all such lands as the said
swvey and order of the county commissioners shall describe as be-
ing necessary for the construction of said road, and the necessary

4§ ,buildings and  gates; but before entering upon such lands, in case
~ the same are owned by individuals or corporations, the company

shall purchase the same, or the right to use the same for their plank
10ad, from the owners thereof, or obtain releases therefor, or ac-
quire the right to enter upon and take and hold the same pursuant
to the following provisions of this act.
Suc. 11. Be it further enacted, That if the owner of such land
shall, from any cause, be incapable of selling the same, or if such
tompany cannot agree with him for the purchase thereof, or of th? Damage = and
Tight to use the same for the purposes of such plank road, or if, af- compensation.
ter diligent enquiry, the name or residence of any such owner can-
not be ascertained, then the compensation and damage to be paid to
such owner or owners by such company, shall be ascertained and
determined by three appraisers, to be appointed as hereinafter spe-
cified, who shall cause reasonable notice to be given to such owner
or owners, as well as to the company, of the tim¢ and place of their
eeting to appraise such damage, which shall be not less than one
Week nor more than five weeks from their appointment; which
notice shall be personal, or by leaving a copy thereof at the dwell-
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Té.:)g.\ ing house of the party to be served therewjth, if such party resjdgs
within the eounty, but if they reside out of the county and within
this State or an adjoining State, then such notice shall be given
cither personally or by a letter to be sent by mail and directed to the
proper place of residence of such party, if known ; but if the place
of residence of any such party or owner is unknown, or if any such
owner is unknown, or any infant or feme covert, then such notice
shall be given by publishiug the same in some newspaper in the
county where such lands are situated, if any newspaper is published
in such county, and if not, then in the newspaper published nearest
to said county. ;
A b Sc. 12. Be it further enacted, That on the day set for such hear-§
dutyof,  ing, the said appraisers shall, if they are satisfied that all parties in
‘interest have had reasonable notice according to the intent of the
foregoing seetion, proceed to a hearing of the ‘matters before them
and shall hear the proofs and allegationsof the parties; and for
. that purpose they shall be authorized to examine witnesses and to
administer oaths to such witnesses, and also to view that portion of
such Plank Road which is laid upon the land in question, if the
deem it necessary, or if either of the parties desire it ; and havin
taken due deliberation thereon, they shall immediately, or within
three days thereafter, make out in writing their award or appraisa
in which they shall specify and set forth the amount. of compensa:
tion or damage to be paid by the said company to such owner or
owners, which award shall be delivered to the parties, and a copy
thereof filed in the county clerk’s office.
Swue. 13. Be it further enacted, That the appraisal or award o
such appraisers having been filed, the company shall then pay the
Award of, toamount specified therein to such owner or owners, or their legall '
whom payable authorized agents, if they are known and are capable of receiving
of the same and reside within this State; but if they are unknown
or infants, or feme coverts, or otherwise incapable of receiving” of the
same; and giving an acquittance therefor; or if they reside out of
the State and have no agent within the State, then such company_:!
shall deposite the amount of such award with the county clerk of
the county, to be paid over by him to the persons rightfully entitled
thereto, upon the order of the Circuit Judge of said Circuit, which
order may be made on a summary application and satisfactory
proof made to him; and upon such payment or deposite being made
by such company, they shall thereupon be fully authorized and em-
powered to enter upon, take, hold, and use the land or real estate
in question, for the purposes of ‘such Plank Road.
S SEc. 14.' Be it further enacted, That the appraisers mentioned in.
Selection of the aforesaid twelith section, shall be selected or appointed as fol-
apprasers. — lows, viz: If the said company and the owner or owners of the
land are wil.li.ng and able to agree, they may themselves appoint
them by writing, to he signed by such owner or owners, or theif
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duly anthorized agents, and by the proper officer or agent of said
company ; but if such owner or owners are unknown, or from any
vause unable or unwilling to enter into any such agreement, or can-
ot agree with the said company, then such appraisers shall be ap-
pointed by the Circuit Judge of the Cireuit within which such lands
are situated, provided he shall be within the Circuit, and is disinter-
ested; but if such Cireuit Judge is absent from the Circuit, or in-
terested in such road or in the lands in question, or of kin to the
owners, then sueh appointment shall be made by the Judge of Pro-
bate of the County, provided he is disinterested ; but if the office of
«Judge of Probate is vacant, or if such Judge of Probate is inter-;
estedin the said road, or in the Jands in question, or is of kin to the
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owners, then such appointment shall be made by the Board of {Nho adh ot b

hiave no interest in the said road or lands, and are not of kin to the

parties ; and such appraisers shall, in all eases, be free-holders of
 the eounty, who are not interested in the land in question, or in such
- Plank Road, or of kin to the parties, but who are wholly disinter-
ested; and they shall have power to adjowrn the hearing of the
‘matter before them, from time to time, for reasonable cause to be
shown to them, and to cause notice to be given anew to any of the
ties in inferest, whom they may think have not been sufficiently
ofified : Provided, That such adjournments in all shall not extend
,&?\bﬁymd twenty days from the time first set for such hearing; and

;' tally spent or oceupied by them in any such appraisement: Pro-
' tided, however, That the ‘time taxed shall, in no case, exceed five
8ays; which compensation, as well as the cost and expense of giv-
- g the notices aforesaid, shall be paid by such company ; and before
 ftering upon the duties of their office, they shall be sworn before
; " idge or Justice of the Peace, faithfully and impartially to exe-
‘e the duties of the trust reposed in them.

County Commissioners, or by such members or member thereof as appraisers.

they shall be entitled to two dollars per day, each, for the time a¢- Compensatior.

£ Skc. 15, Be it further enacted, That every Plank Road made by width of road,

- Wrtue of this act, shall be laid out not less than three nor more &e.

an four rods wide, as the directors may determine, and shall be so
 8aded that the ascent shall not, in any place, be more than one foot
W twenty, and shall be so constructed as to make, secure, and main-
tam_a smooth and permanent road, the track of which shall be made
o timber, plank, or other hard material, at least eight feet wide, so
4t the same shall form a hard; even surface, and be so constrpcted
81 permit wagons and other vehicles -conveniently and easily to
! each other, and also to permit all wagons to pass on and off
Vhen gy, road is intersected by other roads.

; SE(}- 16. Be it further enacted, That in each County in thi;s State Tspaciors-of
L Which there shall be any Plank Road constructed by virtue of o,

ofls act, the persons composing the Board of County Commissioners
such County, shall be ex officio inspectors of Plank Roads, pro-
8 A
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A . .

1850. . vided they are not interested in.any such Plank Road in said Coun:
ty; but if any one or more of the members of such Board are
stockholders, or otherwise interested in such Plank Road, then the
remaining members or member of said Board shall appoint disin-
terested frecholders of said Countyin the places of such members
of said Board, so that in the whole, there shall be five disinterested
inspectors of Plank Roads in such County, which appointments

- shall be in writing, and filed in the county elerk’s office, and the

persons thus appointed, if any, shall take the usual oath of office.
Src. 17. Be it further enacted, That whenever ‘amy such Plank
Duty. Road Company shall have completed any such Plank*Road or any 3
five consecutive miles thereof, they may apply to any two of the
aforesaid inspectors to inspeet the same; and if such inspectors are
satisfied that the Road so inspected is made and ecompleted accord
ing to the true intent and meaning of this act, they shall granta
certificate to that effect, which shall be filed in the office of thes
county elerk. : i ]

. Sec. 18. Be it further enacted, That upon filing such certificatos
Toll gates as mentioned in the last section, the company owming such Plank
Road, which may have been so inspected and approved, may erect
one or more toll gates upon their Road, but not within three miles

of each other, and may demand and receive toll at and after the
following rates, to wit: For every waggon, cart, or' other vehicle
drawn by one animal, one cent per mile ; forevery waggon, cart, or
other vehicle drawn by two animals, two cents permile; and for
every waggon or other vehicle drawn by more than two animals, two.
cents per mile, and one half a cent per mile additional for each an-

~ imal above two; for every score of neat cattle, one and a half cents
~amile; and for every score of hogs or sheep, one eent per mile, and’
80 in proportion for a greater or less number; and for every horse
~and rider, or led horse, one cent per mile ; and the amount of toll
“to be taken at each gate may be proportioned to the above rates, |
and to the distance which such gate may be from the next gato |

< ‘thereto. /

U Sec. 19. Be it further enacted, _That the__board of inspectors of
4 any county in which any toll gate is located, whenever they ora |

«majority of them are of the opinion that the location of any such’
toll gate is unjust to the public interest by reason of its proximityto |
- diverging roads, or for any other reason, may apply to the Circuit ]
Court, at some regular term thereof to be holden in such county, for

- an ‘order to change or alter such location, on a notice of at
lez}st four Weeks, to be served on the proper officer or agent of
said company; and the said Court, after hearing the parties and
such proofs as they may offer which are pertinent to the maiter,
shall make such order as to the said company may be just and prop-
er; and such order, unless appealed from, or the order of the Su-
preme:Court upon the appeal, shall be observed by the respective

PRAIESREHEREY
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parties, and its observance may be enforced by attachment. . The H'
said Cireuit and Supreme Court may make such order in respect, to ——————
the payment of the costs of any such application as to them may
seem just and equitable. ;
Skc. 20. Be it further enacted, That in case the tolls herein allow-
ed are not suflicient to pay all the/veasonable and just outlays for re- Tolls inereas'd.
pairs, superintendence, and other proper expenses of any such plank
road, and a reasonable intérest upon the capital invested, the same
may be increased, by an order to be made in writing and signed by §
a majority of the inspectors of plank roads for the county wherein
. the same is situated, which order shall be made, if in the opinion of
| the said inspectors, it is just and reasonable, and not oppressive up-
& ‘3:{ the public, a.!‘.,‘_a{W 1eeting of their board, and after a fair hearing of
e company and of any citizen or citizens of the county; of which
neeting and of the time and place of such hearing, due notice shall |
be given in some newspaper of such county for at least four weeks
uccessively, in ease any newspaper is published in such county, and
ifnot, then in the newspaper published in an adjoining county or
“nearest to such eounty ; Provided, however, That no order shall be
‘made by such ingpectors increasing the rate of tolls to an amount
more than double the amount herein above designated ; and any such
rder to be made by them shall be filed in the county clerk’s office :
d the expenses of any such meeting of the inspectors and of such
- ing as herein provided for, shall be paidby such plank road
Jlmpany., .
Skc, '}21. Be it further enacted, That plank road inspectors shall o ¢ oo,
6 entitled to two dollars each per day, for each day actually spent tors.
' the performanee of any duty of their office, which. they may be
ed upon to perform, and also five cents per mile for travel nec-
ssarily and actually performed by them, in the discharge of such
mllty.
“Suc. 22. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of each i
ispector to whom a complaint is made, in writing, that a plank road Repairs,
O any part thereof in his county is out of repair, w1th0}1t delay to go
"md view the same, and if he shall find such. ecomplaint to be true,’
- he shall give notice in writing of such defect to the t_oll-_gatherer, OF e
.Person attending the gate nearest to each place which is out of re-
Pair, in which notice he shall particularly describe such place out of
epair as nearly as possible, and if the same is not repalre'd _wnthm
three days from the time of giving such notice, then the said inspee-
for way, in his discretion, by order in writing direct such gate to be
own open, which order shall be complied with by the gate-keeper,
1 3d such gate shall not be shut or any toll collected thereat, until
2 of the inspectors of the county, shall have granted a certificate
that the road is in sufficient repair, and that such 'gate ought to be
losed, and if any gate-keeper shall exact toll, at any such gate, or
Prevent any person from passing thereat, until such certificate as

L d
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’ Té?,g\ last mentioned is granted, he shall be liable to a penalty of ten dol
s lars to be sued for and recovered by the party aggrieved or by any
one of the inspectors for the use of the county.
Suc. 23. Be il further enacted, That in case any complaint that
a plank road is out of repair, shall, upon examination by the inspec-
Complaints as tor, be found to be well founded, the legal fees and charges of such
to condition of ingpector, in attending to such complaint, shall be paid by the com-
road, pany owning such road, but in case the complaint is not well found- §
ed, then the person making such complaint_shall be liable to pay §
such fees and charges of the inspector, and the inspector may, in his
discretion, require of the person making such complaint the payment
or deposit of such fees and charges in advance, or security therefory:
before he proceeds to notice the same, and any inspector when trav-
elling upon any such road, in the performance of any duty assigned|
by this act, shall not be required to pay any toll thereon. a
Suc. 24. Be it further enacted, That within two weeks after the
« Office of Co. ~ formation of any such company, the directors thereof shall designate
e some place within a county in which their plank road, or some part
thereof is to be constructed, as the office of such company, and shall’
give public notice thereof by publishing the same for four weeks:
successively, in some newspaper or newspapers nearest to such of-
fice, and a copy of such noice shall be filed in the county clerk’s oft
fice of each county in which said road is situated, and if the loca- §
tion of such office is changed, the like notice shall be given and filed §
of such change before the same shall be made, and in which the §
time shall be specified when such change shall take place; and eve- §
ry notice, summons, process, or other paper required by law to be §
served upon such company, may be served by leaving the same at '}
such office with the person having charge thereof, at any time be-
tween nine o’clock in the morning and six o’clock in the afternoon,
of any day except Sunday, Christmas, first day of January, and’
fourth of July. 5
Suc. 25. Be it further enacted, That the business and property of |
such company shall be managed by a board of directors, consisting
of not less than five nor more than nine of the stockholders thereof,
who, after the first year, shall be elected at such time and place a8
shall be directed by the by-laws of the company, and public notice
shall be given of the time and place of holding such elections, of at
least fourteen days, in some newspaper printed nearest to the office
of such company, and the election shall be made by such stockhold:
ers as may be present in person, or by proxy in writing, each share
| of stock being entitled to one vote. The election shall be by
A Election of.  hallot, and the directors, for the time being, shall be inspectors of
; the election, and the persons having the greater number of votes
shall be declared to be elected. The directors thus elected, shall
hold their offices for one year, and until others are duly elected in ‘

“Board of Di-
Tectors,
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their places, and they may elect one of their number to be President
of such company. 3
Suc. 26. Be it further enacted, That the directors of
company shall have power to appoint and employ all such subordi-
nate officers, agents, artists, workmen, or servants as they may
deem necessary in the management of the business and offices of
such company, and also to make all needful by-laws, rules and reg-
ulations (not inconsistent with or repugnant to any existing law,) for
' the mangement of the business and property of such company, and
+ for the transfer of its"stock and regulation of its affairs. "And such
directors shall also be authorized to require the payment of the sums
subscribed to the capital stock of such company, at such times, and
~ Insuch proportions and on such conditions as they shall see fit, un-
sder penalty of the forfeiture of the stock and all previous payments,
and they shall give such reasonable notice of the payments thus re-
‘quired, and in such manner as shall be provided for in their by-laws,
and they shall keep a record of their proceedings, in which shall be
eufered all resolutions, by-laws, regulations, or other acts and pro-
* ceedings of their board.
" ¥Sxc. 27. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the

act, to make or cause to be made annually, on the first Monday of
October in every year,a report to the Secretary of State, in which
they shall state ‘the cost of their road, or the amount of all money
_“then expended in the construction of the same, the amount of their

- Plank Road completed and in use, the whole amount of tolls re-
i fved by them during the then past year, and amount of their re-
- %ipts from any other source; the whole amount expended during
ﬂ}& then past year for repairs, superintendence, and other mcldeqtz_zl
disbursements and expenses of such company ; the amount of divi-
dends made, and the amount set apart for a reparation fund, and the
~ amount, of the indebtedness of such company, which report sha.ll
- e signed by the President, Secretary, or some other duly authori-
- %d officer or agent of said company, and verified by an affidavit
endorsed thereon, or annexed thereto, to be made by such officer or
agent,

Skc. 28. Be it Sfurther enacted, "That no tax shall be imposeq upon Tax,
the stock or property of any Plank Road Company, excepting by
Special act of the Législature, after sixty days notice of-lntentlon to
Pass such act has been given to the company to tax which such act
0 be passed.

2

e

s

1850.

auy such Other officers.

- ! 1 " Report—to
directors of every Plank Road Company formed by virtue of this Whozixp(r)nmle.

. ¢apital stock, and how much paid in ; the number of miles of their Contents of

Sec. 20. Be it further enacted, That every company incorporated Forforinte ot

nder thig act, slﬁtll cease to be a body corporate if, within two rights,
€ars from the filing of their articles of association, they shall not

ave commenced the construetion of their road, and actually expen-
ded i the construction thereof at least ten per cent. of the capital
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1850,  stock, or if within four years from the filing of -sucI} artieles of as
—— sociation, such road shall not be completed according to the provi-
siong of this act. ; 1
Exemptions Suc. 30. Be i further c(zactcd, That the following [)(\I‘S(Tns and n; |
from tolls.  others shall be exempt from the payment of tolls on any Plank
4 Road, viz: 4
1st. Persons going to and from any faneral and all funeral pro-4
cessions ; 1
2d. Persons going to and from any religions meeting on Sunday; |

. 3d. Any commissioner, inspector, or other officer or agent named:
in this act, who shall be travelling on such road in the discharge or |

- performance of any duty imposed or required by this aet; o
4th, Persons going to or from their ordinary work on their_plan-
tations or farms, when the same are situated within two miles o{,:»
any gate. ]
Sec. 81. Be it further enacted, That every person not exempted
Non-payment a3 aforesaid, who shall pass any Plank Road gate, withont paying
of toll. the toll, and with the intent of avoiding the payment of the same,
or shall forcibly or fraudulently pass the same, and every persom

who, to aveid the payment of toll, shall with his team, carriage or

horse, turn out of a Plank Road, and pass a gate thereon on ground

adjacent thereto, and again enter on_such road, shall, for each of=

fence, forfeit to the company injured the sim of ten dollars, to be

recovered in action of debt before any Justice of the Peace: and

every person who shall wilfully break, cut down, or injure any mile

Injury to road, post, guide post, or guide board on any Plank Road, or wilfully
&e. throw down, or break any gate on any such road, or dig up or wil-
fully damage, spoil, injure, or destroy any part of any such road, ot

of the ditches thereof, or of the plank or timber thereon, or any)

thing thereto helonging, shall for each offence forfeit a penalty off

twenty-five dollars to the company injured, to be sued for and re:

covered in an action of debt hefore any justice having cognizance;s

and, moreover, any such offender shall be liable in a ecivil or crimi-

nal prosecution, or hoth, for all damages or injuries which may di-’

rectly result from any such acts as aforesaid.

1 Sec. 82, Be it further enacted, That every toll-gatherer on any

Toll gatherer. such Plank Road, or his agent or servant, may detain and prevent
from passing through the gate kept by him, the persons riding, lead-
ing or driving animals, or carriages, waggons, or other vehicles lia-
ble to pay toll, until they. shall have paid respectively the tolls au-
thorized by law; but if any toll-gatherer at any gate, or his agent

- or servant, shall unreasonably hinder or delay any traveller or pas:
senger liable to the payment of toll,  or demand and receive from
any person more toll than by law he is authorized to collect at such

. Bate, such toll-gatherer shall, for every such offence, forfeit to the
party injured, five dollars, which may be sued for and collected by

|
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action of debt, before any Justice of the Peace having jurisdiction 1850 W B
of the same. ! C— LA

Skc. 33. Be it furtMr enacted That such company or corporation
created by this act, shall causeto be erceted and maintained a mile M"‘M
stone or post on each mile of their road, on which shall be fairly or :
legibly marked or inscribed the distance of such stone or post l{-'om
the place of the commencement of the road, or from gome town or
village to or from which the same leads; and they shall also cause
to he erected and maintained at the intersection of every public road
leading into or from such plank road, suitable and proper guide posts
and boards, on which sﬁall be legibly inscribed the name of the
place to which such interseeting road leads.
. Sec. 34. Be it further enacted, That no company or corporation :
formed under this act shall be authorized to engage in the business B‘"l‘fl“."'l
_ of banking, or insurance, or exchange, or in the business of discount

or deposit; nor in any other transaction or business, except the bu- ‘ i
iness or making and maintaining plank roads, and such transac- R o
ions and business as are incident thereto, and necessary, for the
ety and preservation of their property and protection of their in-
ests, and within the scope of the powers and privileges hereinbe-

R AT

dore granted.
' Skc. 35. Beit further enacted, That in case the tolls and income
. Which any such company be enabled to collect and reccive from any urrender  of
“such plank road, shall be insafficient to defray the expenses of keep-
ing such road in repair and maintaining the same, such company ma
pply by petition to the Cireuit Court of the county in which su
Toad is situated for leave to surrender the same to the county, a copy”
f which petition shall be served on the presiding officer of the board 3
of county commissioners twenty days before the term of the Court
which it is to be presented, and the said Court shall hear the said
“application and the objections, if any, that may be made thereto ; and
“if such Court shall be satisfied that the income of such company
“from tolls and otherwise is insufficient to defray the expenses of man.
 aging and maintaining such road and keeping the same in repair, and
that such road was originally built and constructed according to the
Provisions of this act, the Court shall make an order nutlmru}ng mfch
company to surrender and deliver upsaid road to the county in which
the same is sitnated, and authorizing and directing the count‘{ com-
wmissioners to iake charge of the same, as of other roads in said coun-
t; and such county commissioners, shall upon such surrender be-
ing made in writing and dul executed by the company, be\osu‘d
for the use of the county, with all the rights, powers, and privileges
i respect to such road theretofore possessed by the said company.
and shall for the use of the county, be authorized to manage and
“ontrol such road, and to receive the tolls_allowed b law for the
benefit and use of such county; and the county shall thereafter bo
und to keep in repair and maintain such road ; and such company

LH b uitd \ A SPTETIRE  Y Ny
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“iRs0. orcorporation shall thereafter he exonerated and released from all
. —————— obligation or liability to keep up or maintain such road.

Suo. 36. Be it further enacted, That all companies or corporations™

b formed under this act shall at all times be subject to visitation and |

Visttation  of S oy ‘ A < ted bV

corporation,&c. eXamination by the .Leglslatme, or by any committee appoin y

cither house thereof, or by any agent or officer, pursuant to law., ;

and the Legislature may, at any time alter, modify or repeal this

act, or for good cause, annul or repeal any eorporation formed un:
der this law.

Src. 37. Be it further enacted, That if any plank road company
shall wilfully neglect or refuse to repair the road owned by them, .01'"
any part thereof which may be out of repair, after notice duly given
to their toll-gatherer of the necessity of such repairs, as provided for §
in section 22 of this act, and shall wilfully or negligently aflow such |
road to remain unrepaired for the space of forty days after such no-%
tice, provided such repairs can reasonably be made within that time,
then, and in that case, the directors of such company for the time |
being, shall be personally liable to a penalty of one hundred dollars
each, to be sued for and recovered by the board of county commis-
sioners for the use of the county, in any court of competent. juris: |
diction ; and they shall also be liable for the actual damages susy
tained by any individual in consequence of the non-repair of suc
road, after the period aforesaid, provided such repairs could have
reasonably been made within the said forty days. ;

[Passed the Senate, January 17, 1851. Passed the House of Re]preseutativea 2

Refusal to re-
pair. .

o

January 22,1851,  Approved by the Governor, January 24, 1851,

CrarTER 322.~[No. 11.]
AN ACT to Incorporate the Escambia Plank Road Company:

Secriox 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent:
atives of the State of Florida in General Assembly convened, That .
Benjamin D. Wright, Joseph Sierra, John Brosnaham, Francis Com+
myns, John Campbell, Alexander McVoy, Owen M. Avery and
Walker Anderson be and they are hereby appointed commissioners
—any three of whom shall have authority to open books to receive
subscriptions for the capital stock of said Company, at such times
and places as they may deem expedient, after giving at lest ten
‘days notice in some newspaper published in the city of Pensacola;
at. which times and places two at least of said Commissioners shall
attend, and permit all persons who may desire to subscribe for stock
in sums of twenty five dollars for each share.
Sec. 2. Beit further enacted, That whenever $70,000 shall have
Directors. been subscribed, the said Commissioners, or any five of them, shall
give ten days’ notice, as prescribed in the first section, of the time of
convening of the stockholders in the city of Pensacola, at which timo

Capital.
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and place the subscribers may elect by ballot seven directors, one: 1
of whom shall be by the said directors chosen President—and upon ——7"
the taking place of the said elé@tion the said subscribers shall be - R

and are herehy declared to be a'hody politic and corporate, in deed Na',me;.‘&-'styk'-. 4

and in law, by the name and style of the Escambia Plank Road of Co»
Company, and by that namethey, their successors and assigns shall 3
have all the powers, privileges and franchises incident to a corpora-

“tion, and shall be eapable of holdifg the capital stock and the in-
erease thereof, and of enlarging the same by new subscriptions to an
amount not_exeeeding one hundred and twenty  thousand dollars,
and of purchasing, taking and holding to them, their successors and
assigns, and of selling, leasing and conveying any or all lands, tener
ments and hereditaments, and any estate or interest in any property

~whether real or personal. The said ¢orporation may sue and be

sted, contract and he contracted with, pass such by-laws as it may
éem necessary to its proper management, have and use a seal, and
~do all other acts which a body politic may do. At all elections, each
hare-holder ghall be entitled to one vote for each: share owned by

i or her, but no one ghall vote who has not paid all that Qas been

gired on his or her stock.  After the first election, the said cor-

ration may create any additional number of directors.

Sue. 3. Be it further enacted, That the plank road to be con-

cted by said’ company, shall commence at the eity of Pepsacola,

nd extend to the boundary line hetween the States of Florida and

Alabama, and the said eorporation may also construet such lateral

0ads connecting therewith as they may deem expedient. i

Suc. 4. Be it further enacted, That the said Escambia Plank goro oporimer

Road Company shall be invested with all the rights and pOWers ¢y o Co.

tecessary for the proper construetion and keeping up of the said roadv»‘_

and branches. When the road is to be run over the land of any one

- OWning or controlling the same, or it is desired to use the materi- -

Lo aly therefrom, gueh* owner or controller of ‘such land or material,

, Whether as executor, administrator, guardian, trustee, or In any oth-

\ o fiduciary capacity, may eontract for the sale of said land or ma-
teria] op right of \viy over the land for the purpose aforesaid, with
the President and directors of said Company, who are hereby au-
thorized to take a conveyance for the same in the name of the cor-
" Poration, } : o e
Skc. 5. Be it further enacted, That if the said President and Di- qubid danic
®ctors cannot agree with the owner or person controlling said land ;)

o material over which it is desired to run_such Road, it 1s hereb.y ;

Made the duty of the Clerk of the Circuit Court of the County in

Whl?h such land or material is situated, upon app_licahop being made

to him by said President and Directors, to issue a writ of ad quod

amnum, directed to the Sheriff, commanding him forthwith to sum-
hon g jury of five resident frecholders of the County to assess the
amdge to ensue from the establishment of said Road, or use of ma-

7

Length of. yond
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* terial ; and such jury, before examining the premises, s.h:.ﬂl take ant
oath, to be administered by the officer authorized to administer oaths,
that they willl enquire into, and tothe best of their judgments as-
soss the damage aceruing to the owner of such land or material, in
the same manner that damages are assessed for other Roads, and
shall award the damages accordingly; and said jury shall to the
best of their ability, describe the estate so assessed, all of which the
Sheriff shall retarn to said Clerk, with his proper endorsement there-
on. . The same costs shall be allowed the jary, Sheriff, and Clerks,
as are'usual in ad quod damnum cases, as provided by law; and
when payment of an equivalent for damage has been previously ten-

+ dered by said President and Directors, to the owner or person con-

*trolling such lands and material, if the damage assessed by the jury

- as aforesaid does not exceed the amount so tendered, said owner or
. person controlling said lands or materials, shall pay the eost of said.

& . writ and proceedings thereon, and the jury shall so enquire and re-.

& turn their verdiet and award. Upon the return of said awm't! ar}d |

* verdict, it shall be the duty of the judge of the Circuit Court of said |
County, at the next term after said return, to enter a judgment upon:
the minmtes of said Court, corresponding to such verdict and award,:

- which judgment shall have the same lien, and execution may issue
thereon in the same manuer as other judgments legally rendered in

_ said Courts, which verdict and judgment shall vest in said eorpora-
tion all the rights and privileges which may be necessary for the
construction and maintaining of said Plank Road, without let or hin-
drance : Provided, no part of this Act shall authorize the taking or
using any property by said corporation, unless the same be pre-
viously paid fer, or adequate security given for the payment thereof.

' Officers—olec. . SEC. 6. Be it further enacted, That the stoekholders may regulate

B tionan the time, place, and mode for electing Directors, creating officers,

& : - preseribing their duty and compensation, and for fully organizing the

Board of Directors; the President and Directors may prescribe the
amount of each instalment to be paid on the stock subseribed, and
may direct the time and place of payment. If any stockholder shall
fail to pay the in§talme11t, as required on his, her, or their stock, the
President and Directors may, upon giving thirty days’ notice, declare
the stock held by such defaulting stockholder forfeited to said cor-
poration ; and, upon such declaration being entered on the records
of the corporation, at a meeting of a majority of the Board of Di-
rectors, the said stock shall inure to, and become the property of
said corporation. ‘

Bridges, tolls, Smo. 7. Be it further enacted, That the said President and Direc-

& tors shall haye authority to erect bridges over all streams of water,

where they desire to construct said Plank Road or branches,
ded the navigation of said water-

may charge reasonable toll for
selves or their property ;

i R I LS EREERRS

provi-
course is not thereby obstructed;
persons passing thereon, for them-
and said President and Directors may wi
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the said Plank Road cross otherfgl'lblic roads or highways, but not

_obstruet the use of the same € ebf'r.b_y leave of the Board of Com-

missioners of the county, where such road passes, and the gaid Com-
missioners are hereby empowered and authorized to grant such leave
and make and enter an order for the same on their minutes. And

the said President and Direetors shall have power to receive from

the municipal authorities of any incorporated city ortown, in and
through which said Plank Road may berun, the use of any street or

streets, any lot or lots, or any other portion of said cities or towns,

deemed necessary for the proper location of said road or any of its

bk

. said Plank Road shall have been completed,

#aid President and Directors to agree upon and fix the rate of toll,
be collected and received of any person or persons who may tra- Rates of toll..

ded from any person at the gate ne

#
}

‘other part of the same, or from any person:going to or from fane-

ay cause to be erected upon said Pl

branches. And ‘said munieipal authorities are hereby empowered to
grant the same with such other privileges as said President e
rectors may require.

Skc. 8. Be it further enacted, That after three miles or more of
it may be lawful for

on or use said road, or for the passage thereon of any carriage
M‘her vehicle, or for the transportation of passengers, and the
nited States mail, or for the use thereof for the driving of any cat-
tle or stock of any deseription : . Provided, No toll shall be deman-
i arest his or her residence, for
Passing from any one part of his or her plantation or farm to any

1als, or their usual place "of religious worship, or militia musters,

‘When the person is liable to military duty, or elections when the

Person is authorized to vote, or any person travelling on foot.
Sec. 9. Be it further enacted, That the President and Directors

detention of passengers passing- thereon, until the toll required
8 been paid, and may cause to be erected such dwellings and es-
blishments for toll-gatherers as may be required. §
Sec. 10, Be it further enacted, That every person who, to avoid-
e payment of toll, shall turn off from said road, or pass any gate
ereon, on ground adjacent thereto, and again go on said road, to
tontinue his or her route thereon, shall for each offence forfeit the
Sum of five dollars to said Plank Road Company; of any person
Who shall wilfully break or throw down any gate, or
o0 said road, dig up, injure, or deface said roa ) _
Pertaining, or foreibly or fraudulently pass any gate without having
baid the toll required, for each offence shall forfeit to the S?,ld com-
Pany the sum of twenty dollars, and be suhject also to a suit for the
Amages resulting from sueh wrongful act ; and any person S0 of-
fuding ag provided in this act, shall be liable to suit for s:uch f:or-
tltwre or damage before any Court of this State having jurl?dlctlo;l
t?fnthe amount sued for, without regard to the residence of the ok
er, o M

ank Road suitable gates for Gates.

g

injure the same piyy to road;
d, or any thing thereto &c.

e

e
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Sec. 11. Be il further enacled, That the stock or shares held or ‘
owned by any pergon or persons 1n said Escambia Plank Rqad Com-
pany, or any branches therecf, shall be deemed and considered as |
personal property; and in case of the death of any shareholder, his |

or her inferest may be sold by his or her personal representative in

. the same manner as the personal Jestate of deceased persons may
‘he sold by the laws of this State.

Sgec. 12. ‘Be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the

General Assembly of this State, (if they think proper,) to tax the
. property owned by -said Escambia Plank Read Company and |
"granches, and that said tax shall be assessed aud levied only in the |
~same manner, and to the same extent, as similar property owned by
~ private citizens, and no more.

[Passed the House of Representatives, December 4, 1850. Passed the Sen-
ate, December 9, 1850. Approved by the Governor, December 18, 1850.]

Cuarrer 323,—[No. 12.] A
AN ACT to Incorporate the Pensacola and Navy Yard Plank Road COmIJ.&ITl,"‘Yj;(‘

Sucriox 1. Be enacied by the Senate and Fouse of chresenmf-.}
tives of the Siate of Florida in General Assembly- convened, That

Robert C. Caldwell, William B, Davis and Gordon M, Newton be;
and they are hereby appointed Commissioners, any two of whom
shall have authority to open books to receive subscriptions for the

capital stock of the said Company, at such times and places as the,)‘"

may deem expedient, after giving eight days notice at each of the

places, Pensacola and the Navy Yard, when and where they, or any

1

|

1

two of them, shall attend and ‘receive subseriptions for said stock'ﬁ

in'sums of fifty dollars for each share,

Sec. 2, Be it further enacted, That whenever five thousand dol og

larg shall have been subseribed, the s
of them, shall give notice,
stockholders - in the city of Pensacol
proceed to elect and establish a directory for said Company, on the
elgction and establishment of which directory, the subseribers for
said stock shall be, and are hereby declared to he a hody politic and
corporate, in dee_d and in law, by the name and style of the Pensa-
colfl, and Navy Yard Plank Road Company, and by that name they,
their successors and assigns, shall have all the powers, privileges
and 'franchlses incident to a corporation, and shall be eapable of
holding the capital stock and the increase thereof, and of enlarging
the same by new subserj ption to an amount not exceeding one hun-
dred thoqsand dollars, and of purchasing, taking and zilolding to
thexp, their successors and assigns, and of sellingc leasing and con-
veying any or all lands, tenements and hereditameﬁts’ andbany estate
Orinterest in any property, whether real or personal,  The said cor

aid commissioners, or any tw

I

asin the first section, of a meeting of the'
a, when and where they shall




Internal Improvement. Cuar. 323. 69
; INA
poration may sue and be sued, contract and be contracted with, and 1850 7%
do all other acts which a body polific and corporate may do; at all—
elections each shareholder shall be entitled to one vote for each
share owned by him, her or them, but no one shall vote who has
not paid all that has been required on his, her or their stock.
Sec. 3. Be it further enaeteds That the said company shall have Plank Road.
the right to construct a Plank or other artificial road, from the ecity
of Pensacola to any pointion the Perdido River, connecting with the
United States Navy Yard and Fort Barraneas, and also such lateral
roads connecting therewith as they may deem expedient.
+8ec. 4. Be it _further enacted, That the said company shall be,
and they are hereby invested with all the rightand powers necessa-
1y for the proper construetion and keeping up of the said Road and
ranches ; when the road is to be run over the land of any one Sisior Bdi b
owning or controlling the same, or it is desired to use the materials paterials to.
erefrom, such owner or controller of such land or material, wheth- '
o eras Executor, Administrator, Guardian, Trustee, or in any other
Mduciary capacity, may contract for the sale of said land or mqterial,
Or right of way over the land for the purporse aforesaid, with the
iteetory of said company, who arehereby authorized to take a con-
_Yeyance for the same in the name of the corporation.
% 8kc. 5. Be it further enacted, 'That if the said directory cannot
¢ with the owner or person  controlling said land or material,
‘Over which it is desired to run said road, it is hereby made- the du-
ofthe Clerk of the Cireuit Court of the county in which such
land o material is sitnated, upon application being made to him by
said ,directory, to issue a writ of ad quod damnum, directed tc_>-the’ Writ of ad
? eriff, commanding him forthwith to summon a jury of five resident quod damnurn.
Ireeholders of the county to assess the damage to ensue from the es-
ishment of said road, or use of material, and such jury, before ex-
"ﬁﬁiﬁg the premises, shall take an oath, to be administered by the
% authorized to administer oaths, that they will enquirp into and
sess the dama,g‘e"fo/ the best of their judgments, accruing to the
OWner of such land or material, in the same manner that damages
e assessed for other roads, and award the damages accordingly;
and sajq jury shall, to the best of their ability, describe the estate so
Usessed, all of which the Sheriff shall return to said Clerk, with his -
Proper endorsement thereon; the same costs shall be allowed the
Jry, Sheriff' and Clerk as are usual in ad quod damnum cases, as
Provided by law, and when payment.of an equivalent for -damage
% heen previously tendered by said directory; to the owner or per- .
o controlling said lands or materials, if the damage assessed by iy
¢ jury as aforesaid does not exceed the amount $0 tendered, said Costs.
OWner or person controlling said lands or matema!s shall pay the‘
“sts of said suit, and proceedings thereon, and the jury shall so en-
fuire and return their verdict and award; upon the return of said
Ward and verdiet, it shall be the duty of the' Judge of the Circuit

Damages.
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hi&r)o. Court of said county, at the néxt term after said return, to enter 8
judgment upon the minutes of said court corresponding to such ver.

Digitiont. dict and award, which judgmentighall have the same lien, and exe-

- cutions may issue thereon, in the same manner as other judgments

‘ legally rendered in said courts, whigh verdict and judgment shall

Verdict and a- vestin said corporation all the rights andy privileges which may be

ward of necessary for the construction and main of said road and branch:

es without let or hindrance: Prom'ded}j’n‘ rt of this act shall au-

thorize the taking or using any property by siid corporation unless

the same be previously paid for, or adequate security given for the

2

payment thereof, = - L S
Certain * pro Suc. 6. Be it further enacted, That if the-giai&‘. Company cannot
aty. agree with the owner of the bridge over Bayou Chico or Little

Bayou, or with the owners of the bridge or bridges over the Bayou
known as Big Bayou, with regard to the terms upon which said
bridges may be used or purchased, then a jury shall be summoned.
S in the manner provided in this act for ad qwod; damnum cases, whos
’;c““““""“ o duty it shall be to declare the real value of the bridge at the
the valuation is made, without regard to the incom
said bridge, and veturn the same to the office of th
Court of the ('ﬁjun ty in which said bridge is situated, ag
gaid Company tendering the amount of ;&dtga.l )
or owners of the bridge or bridges, or up ir refusin,
the same, giving seeurity for the amount's‘ﬁschfx_}fy'-’.
the Cireuit Court of the County, then said Company may construe
other bridges, and not before : Provided, however, That"ﬁa’ﬁmo -
Proviso. tendered by said Company must be accepted by the owner or own=
ers of said bridge or bridges within, ten days of the ﬁma"iii:‘wiii y
said amount is tendered, or the Company will be released from
obligation to'pay the same. _ -~ & S b At Rl
Sec. 7. Be it further enacted, That the stockholders may regu-
late the time, place and mode of electing and establishing a directo-
tory, creating officers, and preseribing their duties and compensa-
tion, and for fully organizing the directory ; the directory may pre-
Instalments.  Scribe the amount of each instalment to be paid on the stock sub-
seribed, and may direct the time and place of payment: if any
stockholder shall fail to pay the instalment as required on his, or
5 her or their stock, the directory may, upon giving ten day’s [notice]
declare the stock held by such defaulting stpcﬁ:oldor forfeited to
said corporation, and npon such declaration being entered upon the
recordd of the ‘corporation, the said stock shall inure to and be-
come the property of said corporation.
Reidges. and Sec. 8. Be it further enacted, That said dircctory shall have au-
Perriah thority to ereet bridges, to establish ferries over all bayous and
streams. of water where they desiré to construct said road or
branches: Provided, The navigation of such water-course is not
thereby obstructed, and such draws be made in said bridges as may
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be required by the Board of County Commissioners, and provided 1850

e Perdido river be also included; may charge reasonable toll for fj
# persons passing thereon for themselves or their property, and said
| directory may with said road eross other publie roads or highways,
¢ but not obstruct or use the same except by leave of the County
[ Commissioners of the County where such road passes, and said
¢ County Commissioners are hereby empowered and authorized to
i grant such leave, and e and enter an order of the same on their
dl mibutes, and the said directory. shall have power to receive from the
¢ municipal authorities of the eity of Pensacola the use of any street
| Orstreets, ot or lots,or any other portion of said city deemed nee- ¢ -
| essary for the proper location of said road or branches, and said
|| Municipal authorities are hereby empowered to grant the same with
- such other privileges as said directory may require. o
] Suc. 9. Be it Jfurther enacted, That after one and a half miles of
8aid road or branches shall have been completed, it may be lawfal
for said directory to fix the rate of toll to be collected and received Rates of toll

Om any person or persons who may ‘travel on or use the same.
Said directory may also cause to be erected upon said road and

tanches suitable gates for the detention of persons passing thereon o
ntil the tol] required has been paid, and may cause to be erected
Sich ((ilwellings and establishments for toll-gatherers as may be re-
Quired, sk

Skc. 10. Be it further enacted, That if any person who, to avoid

@ payment of toll, shall turn off from said road or branches, or Payment of
om any cate thereon on ground adjacent thereto, and again go on ; . :
$aid road to continue his or her route thereon, shall for each offence
forfeit the sum of five dollars to said company, and any person who
Shall wilfully break or throw down any gate, or injure the same on
$aid roa, dig up, injure or deface said road, or anything thereto be- Damsages ro-
Oging or pertaining, or foreibly or fraudulently pass an_y:.gate ioveiiblo:
Without haying paid the toll required, for each offence shall forfeit to
Saxd' company the sum of twenty dollars, and be subject also to
A 8uit for the damages resulting from such wrongful act, and any
Person so offending, as provided in this act, shall be liable to suit
O such forfeiture or damage, and each of them before.any courtin

1S State having jurisdiction of the amount sued for, without regard
0 the residence of the offender. : ;
| Skc. 11. Beit further enacted, That the stock or shares held orown- 3 i

Y any person or persons in said company, shall be deemed’ and pereonal prop-
Considered ag personal property, and in case of the death of any erty.
8 areholder, his or her interest therein may be sold by his or her
Persong] representative in the same manner as the personal estate
of decogsed persons may be sold by the laws of this State. ;
e, 12. Be it further enacted, That the property owned by said

Company may be taxed by the State only in the same manner and to (g

(]

Streets, use of,
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1850,  the same extent as simil
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. [Passed the House
- December 10, 1850.

mber6, 1850.  Passed the Senate
r December 24, 1850.]

.~ Cuaprer 324—[D
AN ACT to Incorporate the Apalachico
. Szerion 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represon-
" datives of the State of Florida in General Assembly conpvened, That
.. = W.A, Kain, John C. Maclay, David G. Raney, Wm. H. Young,
Commissioners R ghert H. Thomas, B. . Nourse, Edward MeCully, Anson Han
cock, Henry F. Simmons, Thomas Ormon, Robert J. Floyd, Jobn
W. Babeoclk, Thomas, L. Mitchell, Thomas H. Austin, Marshall P.
Ellis; Sanmuel W. Spencer, James J. Griffin, A.'T. Bennett, Benja
min Ellison, A. N. MeKay,John G. Roan, Henry R. Taylor, A. G
Semmes, Chester G. Holmes, Wm. A. McKenzey, Evan Jones, N.
J. DeBlois, Daniel J. Day and M. N. Scott, be and they are hereby
appointed Commissioners, any five of whom shall have authority to
open books for receiving subscription for the capital stock of sai
Company, at such times and places as they may deem expedient, af
ter giving at least ten days’ notice in some newspaper published of
having cireulation in the counties where the hooks of subscriptio?
are to be opened, at which times, and places, two or more of sai
_ Commissioners, shall attend, and permit all persons who may desire
to subscribe for stock, in sums of one hundred dollars for each
share ; and every person who subscribes for steck, shall at the time
of subseribing, pay to the attending Commissioners ten dollars ot
each share subscribed for. = : i
Suc. 2. 1 e it further enacted, That whenever fifty thousand dol
Dircctors, - lars shall have been subseribed, said Commissioners, or any five 0

Florida Plank Road

~ them, shall give notice as provided in the first section of this Act, of §

_the time and place by them appointed for convening the said sub-

. scribers, at which time and place the subscribers may proceed t0

. clect by ballot seven Directors, one of whom may be by the Dire¢

tors chosen President; and upon the happening of said election, sai

~ . subscribers shall be, and are hereby declared to be a body politic
Style of €0 “and corporate, in deed and in law, by the name and style of the AP
! _ alachicola and Middle Florida Plank Road Company, and by that
name they, their successors, and assigns, shall have power, and en
joy all privileges, and franchises, incident to a corporation, and
- shall be capable of taking and holding“the capital stock and the i-
ers. . crease thereof, and of enlarging the same by new subseriptions, it
~ such mauner and form as they may think proper, not to exceed

" thre ehundred thousand dollars, and of purchasing, taking, and hold-

ing to them, their, successors and assigns, and of selling, leasings
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tnd conveying in fee simple, or for any less estate, any and all such 1850,
lauds, tenements, and hereditaments, and estate or interest in anything e
whatsoever, real or personal, or of whatever kind or character it may
be. Said corporation may sue and be sued, contract and be con-
tracted with, pass all by-laws deemed necessary, for its proper man-
agement and control, have and use a seal, and do all other matters
or things which a corporation or body politic may do.. At all elec-
tions each shareholder shall be entitled to one vote for each share
owned by him, her, or them, but no one shall vote who has not paid
all that has been required on the stock owned or held by him, her
orthem.  After the first election, said corporation may create any
alditional number of Directors. The President and Directors shall
be authorized and required to preseribe the form of certificates for
stock, and the mode and manner of issuing and transferring the
sime,
Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That said Plank Road shall coni-
fence at Apalachicola, or some other point in Franklin couuty.that Termini  of
may be agreed on by said Company, and be construeted and laid to road.
allahassee, and such other eligible points or places as may be select
e in Florida,
Sc. 4. Be it further enacted, That any individual or association
may establish branch Plank Roads running into and eonnecting with Ceihsit
8id Apalachicola and Middle Florida Plank Road, which branchgs with. ;
ay be governed by the respective stockholders thereof ; and said
Stockholders for building branches to said Apalachicola and Middle
lorida Plank Road, may become and are hereby mcorporated un-
e the provisions of this act. :
Skc, 5. Be it further enacted, That said Apalachicola and Middle
Floridg, Plank Road Company shall be invested with all the rights
d powers necessary or required for the proper construction, con«
tuation and keeping up said Apalachicola and Middle Florida Tand. of i
| q : b and ol mndi
‘ank Road and appendages on the line of said road. When the - uals,
0ad is to he run over theoland of any one owning or controlling the
“me, or it is desired to use the materials therefrom, such owner or
‘itroller of such land or material, whether as executor, adrpmlstra-
‘Or’,gllal‘dian, trastee or commissioner, or in any other ﬁ_duclﬂry i
Pacity, may contract for the sale of such land or material, or }"z‘:’ht
"Way over the land for the purpose aforesaid, with the President
W Directors of said Company, who are hereby authorized to take
b touveyance for the same in the name of the corpor?.tion. ;
EC. 6. Be it further enacted That if the said President and Di-
etors cannot agree with the owner or persons controlling said
" or material over which it is desired to run such road, it is
‘reby made the duty of the Clerk of the Circuit Court of Fhe coun-
¥t Which such land or material is situated, upon application being o 0 g
Nade to i by said President and Directors, to issue a writ of &' 3amnum.
Yod dampum, directed to the Sheriff, commanding him forthwith to

10
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1850. summon a jury of five resident freeholders of the county to assess
the damage to ensue from the establishment of said road, or use of
Assessment of material ; and such jury, before examining the premises, sha}! _take
damages. an oath, to be administered by the officer authorized to administer
oaths, that they will enquire into and to the best of their judgments
assess the damage accruing to the owner of such land or material,
in the same manner that damages are assessed for other roads, and
PR _ shall award the damages aecordingly; and said jury shall, to the
o verdict; [yost of their ability, deseribe the estate so assessed, all of which the
i Sheriff shall return to said Clerk, with his proper endorsement there:
on. The same costs shall be allowed to the jury, Sheriffs and
Clerks as are usual in ad quod damnum cases, as provided by law;
and when payment of an equivalent for damage has been previously
tendered by said President and Directors to the owner or person
controlling such lands and material, if the damage assessed by the
jury as aforesaid, does not exceed the amount so tendered, said
owner or person controlling said lands or materials, shall pay the
cost of said writ and proceedings thereon, and the jury shall so en-
quire and return their verdict and award. Upon the return of sai
award and verdict it shall be the duty of the Judge of the Circuit
Court of said County, at the next term after said return, to enter 2
judgment upon the minutes of said Court corresponding to such ver-
dict and award, which judgment shall have the same lien, and ex-
ecution may issue thereon in the same manner as other judgments
legally rendered in said Courts, which verdict and judgmen't shall
vest in said corporation all the rights and privileges which may be
necessary for the construction and maintaining of said Plank Road,
without let or hindrance: Provided, no part of this act shall author-
ize the taking or using any property by said eorporation, unless the
same be previously paid for, or adequate security given for the pay:
ment thereof.

Sec. 7. Be it further enacted, That the stockholders may regl
late the time, place, and mode for electing directors, creating offi
cers, preseribing their duty and compensation, and for fully organi-
zing the Board of Directors: the President and Directors may pre:
seribe the amount of each instalment to be paid on the stock sub-
scribed, and may direct the time and place of payment: if any
stockholder shall fail to pay the instalment as required on his, hety
or their s.tock, the President and Directors may, upon giving thirty
days' notice, declare the stock held by such defaulting stockholder
forfeited to said corporation ; and, upon such declaration being en:
tered on the records of the corporation, at a meeting of a majority
of the Board of Directors, the said stock shall inure to and become
the property of said corporation.

Skc. 8. Be it further enacted, 'That said President and Directors
shall hm{e authority to erect bridges over all streams of water where
they desire to construct said Plank Road or branches, provided the

Instalments.

\
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navigation of such water course is not thereby obstructed; may  1850.
charge reasonable toll for persons passing thereon fer themselves or Byjdges,
their property, and said President and Directors may, with said
Plank Road, cross other public roads and highways, but not obstruct
or use the same, except by leave of the Courts of Roads and Rev-
enue of the County where such road passes, and all such Courts are
hereby empowered <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>