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Greetings!
   
During National Library Week last month, all types of libraries
throughout the nation shared stories about how they continue to serve
their communities as we move into the third month of a new way of
doing business. Nothing, and I mean nothing, stops libraries from
serving as hubs--remote or face-to-face--for information, resources and
overall community connection.

The Bureau of Library Development (BLD) is also adapting to provide
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the best and most relevant service we can to you. One of the projects
we're working on is adding Summer Reading statistics questions to
capture data about how your library is changing services and programs
as we move into the Summer Reading season.

Because libraries pivoted quickly to continue serving their
communities in new (and sometimes old school) ways  during this time,
we are also adding questions to our annual BLD survey. These questions
will be tailored to collect data about new and expanded services that
might not be covered in the annual Public Library Survey. Of course, the
data will only be as robust as the responses to the survey. We're
counting on Florida's public libraries to participate!
     
You may be aware that the new Florida Memory website has
launched! Staff in our sister bureau--Archives and Records Management-
-have been hard at work creating a new interface. I know users are
happy to have regained access to this valuable and heavily-used
resource. If you haven't explored Florida Memory in a while, or ever,
take a look at the incredible local and state treasures available to you
online.

Wishing you all a safe and healthy May!

Claudia Holland
Chief, Bureau of Library Development
Division of Library and Information Services
850.245.6622  
claudia.holland@dos.myflorida.com

Photo Credit: Hacket. Close-up view of Springtime flowers in Tallahassee. 1970. State
Archives of Florida, Florida Memory.
   

DLIS Discussions
The Division will be hosting bi-weekly, online, open discussions
for library staff throughout Florida. Join us to share with,
console and learn from each other.

May 11, 2020 from 10:00-11:00 a.m. Eastern
May 26, 2020 from 10:00-11:00 a.m. Eastern
June 8, 2020 from 10:00-11:00 a.m. Eastern
June 22, 2020 from 10:00-11:00 a.m. Eastern

No registration necessary.  Join us from your computer, tablet
or smartphone. 

Contact Claudia Holland at 850.245.6622 or
claudia.holland@dos.myflorida.com if you have questions.

Florida Library Youth Program (FLYP)
It's time to start thinking about Summer Reading Program
statistics! We know that many of you are reassessing how to
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provide summer reading programs to
your communities and that those
programs will look different this year. In
order to respond to this innovation, we
are making significant changes to the
statistics we will collect. 
 
Registration is open for the Making it
Count: FLYP Summer Reading Statistics webinar. Join us
on May 12, 2020, at 2:00 PM Eastern, to find out what's new.  

Registration is open for the FLYP Chat: Summer Reading
Brainstorming Session. Join us on May 14, 2020, at 10:00
AM Eastern, to share programming ideas and learn from each
other as we shift to virtual and distance programs.   

For more information about the Florida Library Youth Program (FLYP),
contact Kaycee Shiley at 850.245.6625 or
kaycee.shiley@dos.myflorida.com. 

E-Rate
 
The Universal Service Administrative
Company announced that there will be a
temporary suspension of the normal rule
(PDF) prohibiting schools or libraries from
accepting gifts from service providers. These gifts will enable
eligible entities to accept or solicit offers of additional
bandwidth, increased hardware for internal connectivity or
WiFi hotspots.

This waiver of the normal rules will extend through
September 30, 2020. 

Recognizing that schools and libraries serve their communities
in immediately vital ways, the FCC released a public notice
clarifying that schools and libraries receiving E-Rate assistance
may extend WiFi connectivity to the public even when their
doors are closed. Policies addressing public safety, defined
hours of use and more are left up to individual entities. For
more information, see Order DA 20-234 (PDF).
 
If you have further questions, see our E-Rate webpage or
contact E-Rate Consultant Emily Hart at
emily.hart@dos.myflorida.com.
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LYRASIS has extended free access to the LYRASIS Learning
Library of recorded classes until May 31, 2020. 

Here are some highlights from their announcement:

You won't need a login for the Learning Library.
New classes are added every Friday.
Find classes on Cyber Security, Digital Preservation,
Digitization and more.

For more information, contact Dorothy Frank at 850.224.6631
or dorothy.frank@dos.myflorida.com.

Equal Access to All          
In 2019, the World Health Organization (WHO) estimated that
50 million people worldwide have Alzheimer's or another form
of dementia, with nearly 10 million new cases reported every
year. The Alzheimer's Association in America reports that
approximately 580,000 Floridians have the disease, with
nearly double that number providing care for a loved one.

ALA's Association of Specialized Government and Cooperative
Library Agencies (ASGCLA) has an Interest Group for
Alzheimer's Disease and Related Dementias (IGARD). This
group published a toolkit of resources for librarians who are
working with this population, made available on their blog.

For more information, contact Equal Access to All Consultant
Emily Hart at 850.245.6633 or emily.hart@dos.myflorida.com.
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Sneak Peek of Kids InfoBits Enhancements
On May 29, Kids InfoBits will become Gale In Context:
Elementary. 

Read more on our FEL webinars page, or register now.
 
Friday, May 15, 2020   
2:00 to 2:30 p.m. Eastern
 
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
Accessibility Tools and Resources for All Users 
Discover all the features available in your Florida Electronic
Library resources that: 

Meet the needs of your English language learners. 
Help you reach more users with our accessibility support
tools. 

Read more on our FEL webinars page, or register now. 
 
Thursday, May 21, 2020 
3:00 to 3:30 p.m. Eastern
   
Check out the Upcoming Events sidebar for more training.
  
For more information about the Florida Electronic Library or to
request materials, contact Dorothy Frank at
dorothy.frank@dos.myflorida.com or 850.245.6631.

Florida Humanities Grant Opportunity 
Florida Humanities' Community Project Grants application
deadline is July 22, 2020, with grants awarded in September
2020.  
 
These grants support nonprofit organizations and public
institutions across Florida whose projects strengthen vibrant
communities and cultures, promote civic engagement, spark
thoughtful community dialogue, and reflect on the human
experience across the Sunshine State.
 
Applicants may request up to $5,000 for proposed projects,
which should involve a humanities scholar(s), attract diverse
audiences, bring the public together for discussion and
exchange, and be free and open to the public (or not cost
prohibitive). See the Community Project Grant Application
Guidelines for more information.
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We're on Facebook and Pinterest!  

Come visit, like, chat and share with us at
our Facebook page or Pinterest account.  

 
We can't wait to share what we're doing
here at the Bureau. We are especially excited about sharing
what YOU are doing!
  

Please contact Kaycee Shiley at kaycee.shiley@dos.myflorida.com or
850.245.6632 to submit programs, pictures or interesting news you
would like us to share about your library.Subscribe Now:

Get the latest BLD news!   
This publication is funded under the provisions of the Library Services and Technology Act from the Institute

of Museum and Library Services. Florida's LSTA program is administered by the Department of State's
Division of Library and Information Services.
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