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February 1, 2017, was the grand opening of an LSTA-funded project from the
Mandel Public Library of West Palm Beach. Their Square One Initiative will
provide programming for disconnected young adults. Library staff are working
with CareerSource and other departments within the city, including the Mayor's
Village Initiative, the Vickers House and the Youth Empowerment Center, to
expand services for 16- to 24-year-olds who are unemployed and not
attending school.

About 30 people attended the grand opening, including the mayor, the police
chief and other community leaders. A reporter from a local TV station was
present to interview the Square One coordinator and others.

Underserved Populations

Did you know that Florida has the highest percentage of over-65 residents in
the nation? According to the Department of Elder Affairs, nearly 5.2 million of
Florida's residents are 60 or older. That's 26 percent of the population.

What kinds of services does your library provide these patrons? We
would love to hear about your programs that work specifically with senior
citizens.

Please contact Emily Hart at emily.hart@dos.myflorida.com or 850.245.6633.

E-Rate

The filing window for Form 471 opened February 27, 2017. It will close May
11, 2017. If you intend to apply for funding for the 2017 Funding Year, you
must file your application via the E-Rate Productivity Center Portal before the
window closes.

If you have E-Rate questions, contact Emily Hart at 850.245.6633 or
emily.hart@dos.myflorida.com.

It's Official - Edge Is Available

The Division of Library and Information Services has
A\ secured Edge for a second year! This tool will

= continue to be available to Florida's public libraries at
no cost.

Where People Connect, "a .
Communities Achieve

Have you previously completed the assessment and would like to evaluate
your year-over-year progress? If so, you can log back into your account and

begin retaking the assessment.

Maybe you haven't yet taken advantage of this free tool? You can register for

an account and get started on the Edge website.

Contact Katrice Stewart at katrice.stewart@dos. myflorida.com or
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Florida Libraries as Publishers

At Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, the Hunt Library's publishing efforts
focus on academic journals. They've taken advantage of digital publishing,
making all journals open access and available online. (One journal is also still
available in print.)

In addition, the library publishes conference and event materials online.
Library staff have also contributed a chapter on library publishing to a book
series for professional librarians.

To find out more, read Hunt Library as Publisher.

To share your library's story, please contact Karen Joslin at
karen.joslin@dos.myflorida.com or 850.245.6637.

Facebook Game

How about a game on Facebook on Fridays? We want to test your knowledge
of books. We'll make a reference to a fiction or non-fiction book each Friday --
your job is to tell us to which book we're referring. We'll post the answer, and a
shout out to the the first 10 winners, on the following Friday.

Like Florida's Bureau of Library Development on Facebook to play!

%/, Florida Electronic Library

We are initiating a series of webinars on how to support your local small
businesses or entrepreneurs using business resources on the Florida
Electronic Library.

The firstin the series will be on Monday, March 20 at 1:00 p.m. This
webinar will demonstrate how to use the Small Business Resource Center to
help your patrons in the initial planning phase of starting their business.

The next Small Business Resource Center training, on Tuesday, March 28 at
3:30 p.m., targets high school teachers and the librarians who help them. It
will explore FEL content that supports the high school business curriculum.

You can register for both of these webinars through the FEL Gale|Cengage
training portal.

For more information, contact Dorothy Frank at 850.245.6631
or dorothy.frank@dos.myflorida.com.

2017 Public Library Academy

The 2017 Public Library Academy will be on Tuesday, May 9 -- the day before
the Florida Library Association conference -- at the Caribe Royale in Orlando.
Felton Thomas, president of the Public Library Association and director of the
Cleveland Public Library, will present two free sessions:
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Emily Hart
Equal Access to All,

E-Rate
850.245.6633

Sena Heiman
Support Staff
850.245.6628

Melissa Hooke
Support Staff
850.245.6632

Karen Joslin
Special Projects
850.245.6637

Sandy Newell
Adult Literacy,

Library Administration
850.245.6624

Jhan Snyder
Support Staff

850.245.6619

Katrice Stewart
Data and Statistics
850.245.6608

Lead the Revolution: Leading Change by Changing Leaders
10:00 a.m. to Noon Eastern

Libraries Transform: The Future of Libraries
2:00 to 5:30 p.m. Eastern

Watch for the registration announcement.

For more information about the Academy, contact Sandy Newell
at sandy.newell@dos.myflorida.com or 850.245.6624.

Public Library Directors Online Discussions

In order to give public library directors opportunities to network and learn from
each other, we are hosting monthly online meetings. Each month's meeting
centers around a theme to guide the discussion:

Planning and Making the Case for Your Proposed Budget
April 21, 2017, 2:00 p.m. Eastern

Register Now!

Taking Care of Facilities Now and in the Future
May 23, 2017, 2:00 p.m. Eastern

Register Now!

Working with Library Supporters
June 15, 2017, 10:00 a.m. Eastern

Register Now!

For more information about these meetings, contact Sandy Newell at
sandy.newell@dos.myflorida.com or 850.245.6624.

Teen Tech Week

Q 2017 TEEN TECH WEEK™ OURCE

Now through March 11, it's Teen Tech Week!

Teen Tech Week is when libraries make the time to showcase all of the great
digital resources and services that are available to help teens succeed in
school and prepare for college and 21st century careers.

This year's theme, "Be the Source of Change," encourages teens to take
advantage of all the great digital resources offered through their libraries to
make positive changes in their lives and communities.

Please send videos of your favorite activity with teens that can be shared with
other librarians to Jana Fine at jana.fine@dos.myflorida.com.
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March is National Caffeine Awareness Month. What a magnificent time to think
about some of the ways that we get energized. Take a minute and think
about:

T

While we are thinking about what brings energy to

our communities, let's also think about how

libraries are community powerhouses. What are you doing to energize your
community?

e What stimulates you?

e What do you like about working in a library?

e What do you like about serving your
community?

e What kinds of things bring energy to your
community?

Libraries Transforming Communities provides live and self-paced training for
free with resources to assist you in stimulating your community and waking up
community relations.

And don't forget to check out the fantastic opportunities to energize yourself
through the training featured on our website.

Feel free to contact Brendon Guilliams at 850.245.6636 or
brendon.guilliams@dos.mylforida.com with any continuing education
questions or ideas.

On the Road With BLD

Jana Fine had the opportunity to visit with two awesome directors in January
2017.

Columbia County Director Katrina Evans and her staff have been busy.

e The library's roof was damaged by Hurricane
Hermine but has been repaired.

e Stephanie Tyson (youth coordinator) is enrolled in
the Sunshine State Library Leadership Institute.

e The library has been approved to be part of the
NEFLIN Marketing Project.

e A staff member is attending the NEFLIN Management Institute.

e Evans upgraded the library's webpage, which now features cloud-based
cataloging, mobile circulation and a mobile catalog app.

Pat Coffman is the director for the Clay County Library System.

e The library recently purchased a new Integrated
Library System (ILS).

e Coffman directed the creation of a community area
due to a suggestion from a county commissioner.
The Library Hub is a place where groups can gather
in comfortable seats and have conversations.

Pat Coffman is looking for social media policies that
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can help Clay County excel. If you have a policy you wish to share, contact
her at coffmanp@neflin.org.

"Thank you for your dedication and your hospitality!" -- Jana

Outside the BLDing

Does your library have a community garden?
The Wakulla County Public Library in
Crawfordville boasts not only a 600 square
foot vegetable garden, but also three local
celebrities! Lulu, Zelda and Rosie -- the library
hens -- are the talk of the town.

Named by a vote sponsored by the library's
youth program, the chickens are a big draw.
People call the library to ask how the "girls" are
doing and offer to bring them treats on the
days when the library is
closed. There's

where

patrons and poultry
enthusiasts can donate $.50 to receive a cup of
dried meal worms to feed to the chickens. All
proceeds from this fund go toward finishing the
library's new children's activity room.

Does your library have a pet? Please share your
stories with us. You can send them to Emily Hart at
emily.hart@dos.myflorida.com.

We're on Facebook

Come visit, like, chat and share with us at Florida's Bureau of
Library Development. We can't wait to share what we're doing
here at the Bureau. We are especially excited about sharing what
YOU are doing!

Please contact Melissa Hooke at melissa.hooke@dos.myflorida.com or
850.245.6632 to submit programs, pictures or cool stuff you would like us to
share about your library.

Subscribe Now:
Get the latest BLD news!
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