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Check This Out!  

Connections - Community Involvement/E-Gov 
Consultant  

Kaycee is the E-Government Consultant for the Bureau 
of Library Development. Libraries are at the forefront 
of helping patrons access online government resources 
and Kaycee provides resources and up-to-date 
information to library staff across Florida. 

 

Starting in July, the E-Government program will become the 
Community Engagement and Resources program. Kaycee will 
continue to provide resources for Census 2020, workforce 
development, civic engagement and other E-Government needs, 
while expanding her scope to helping libraries tell their stories in an 
effective and engaging way.  

  

For more information, contact Kaycee at 850.245.6625 or 
kaycee.shiley@dos.myflorida.com.   
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Florida Memory  
  

 Florida Library 
Webinars   

  
Professional 
Resources  

Webinars 

  
05/09/19  

Storytime and Program 
Planning Made Easy  

2 - 3 p.m. 
Eastern 

  
05/20/19 

FLYP Chat: Summer 
Statistics 
2 - 3 p.m. 
Eastern    

  
05/23/19 

Youth Cooking 101: 
How to Implement 
Cooking Classes for 
Kids at Your Library 

2 - 3 p.m. 
Eastern 

  
05/29/19 

Fortnite in the Library  
12 - 1 p.m.  

Eastern  
    

 

May  2019 
Celebration Dates 

and  
Promotional 

Events  

The links below will 
show you how to bring 

these promotions to 

 

 

The Young Adult Library Services Association (YALSA), a division of 
the American Library Association, has announced the 2019 Teens' 
Top Ten Nominees. The Teens' Top Ten is a "teen choice" list, where 
teens nominate and choose their favorite books from the previous 
year. 

 

YALSA is asking libraries to encourage teens to read the nominees 
throughout the summer so they are ready for the national Teens' 
Top Ten vote. The vote will take place August 15 through October 
13, 2019.  To learn more, visit Teens' Top Ten. 

Space Place  

Article Subhead 

 

Return to Mars 

 This website has something about Mars for everyone. My favorite 
activity is Your Age on Mars. Plug in your birth date, and you can get 
your age in Martian years as well as your next birthday. 

  

Other activities include Your Weight on Mars, Cold Boiling Water and 
numerous videos about the Mars Science Laboratory mission and the 
Curiosity Rover.   

 

Global Color View of Mars - 
NASA's Mars Exploration 

Program 
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your library. Don't 
forget to share your 

activities with others. 
 

National Foster Care 
Month 

 
National Bike Month 

 
Older Americans 

Month 
  

05/04/19 

Kentucky Derby Day  
  

05/04/19 
Star Wars Day 

  
05/05/19 

Cinco de Mayo 
 

05/05/19 
Ramadan (begins) 

 
05/08/19  

World Red Cross Day 
 

05/12/19 
Mother's Day 

 
05/26/19  

Sally Ride Day 
 

05/27/19 
Memorial Day 
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Manga Café  

 

Tsukushi, Akihito. Made in Abyss. (2018-
present.) Los Angeles, CA: Seven Seas 
Entertainment.  

Intrepid adventurers called Cave Raiders make 
a living descending into the depths of the 
Abyss, an enormous cave system. Raiders face 
predators and other dangers in order to 
retrieve ancient relics and technology. The 
further a raider descends, the higher their 
likelihood of catching "the Curse of the 
Abyss," a mysterious malady that causes 
madness and death when a Raider returns to 
the surface. None of this bothers Riko, an orphan who wants to follow 
her mother's footsteps and become one of the best Raiders in the 
world. When Riko stumbles across a robot that looks like a boy, it 
seems like the perfect time to explore the Abyss with her new friend. 

  

The world building is rich and complex, which sometimes makes the 
story confusing. Despite the dangers of the Abyss, the series has lots 
of humor and sweetness, as Riko is very young and innocent. Readers 
will be invested in the lives of all the beautifully depicted characters, 
even the minor ones.   

  

The series deals with the themes of bravery, loyalty and forging your 
own path. It also has several unique elements: each book's 
dimensions are larger than most manga, the paper is higher quality, 
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the background color is gray instead of white, and the art has a 
watercolor style. Larger pages accentuate Tsukushi's lush scenery. 
Mild gore and horror elements make this appropriate for older 
tweens. Volume 6 will be published in June. The series has an anime, 
plus a movie will be released in 2020. Recommended. 

  

Shannon Schreur-Klein 
sschreur-klein@leegov.com 
Cape Coral-Lee County Public Library 
Lee County Library System 
 
  

Book Reviews From the Field  

    

Bachang, Tianxia. The Dragon Ridge Tombs. 
(2018.) New York: Delacorte Press.  

If you need more novels that can compete for a 
video gamer's attention, then get this book. The 
Dragon Ridge Tombs is the sequel to Tianxia 
Bachang's City of Sand. The Dragon Ridge Tombs 
is a thrilling book where every chapter feels like 
'leveling up' in a video game!  

  

The two main characters are teenagers who 
barely survive every Indiana Jones-like obstacle. Tianyi is the 
honorable hero who is a feng shui expert. He is clever, kind and a 
"reverse dipper" (aka a tomb raider who follows the rules). Tianyi's 
best friend Kai is brave and strong. Tianyi, Kai and an antiques expert 
named Gold Tooth set out on a journey to find a series of caves in the 
Dragon Ridge Mountains. The caves hold potentially more wealth 
than they can imagine. However, getting to the caves isn't easy. The 
three men battle the Dragon King while trying to cross a river. When 
they finally reach the caves, there are giants, man-eating spiders, evil 
poison fogs, mummies, curses and treasures galore!  

  

The whole novel is pretty much a series of ghost stories and 
exposition legends. Anyone who is not familiar with Chinese culture or 
literature will find it fascinating and educational. Anyone who loves 
Chinese literature will enjoy the episodic style and hair-bending 
adventures. The Dragon Ridge Tombs is fast-paced and action-packed. 
Anyone 12 years and older who happens to like Asian literature and 
video games is a perfect fit for this novel. 
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Jennifer Vargo 
teamvargo@yahoo.com   
Niceville Public Library  
Okaloosa County Public Library Cooperative  
  

  

Hicks, Faith Erin. Comics Will Break Your Heart. 
(2019.) New York: Roaring Brook Press. 

Miriam and Weldon meet and immediately see 
stars, but their families have a history. Their 
grandfathers co-created the (now) smash hit 
comic Tomorrow Men, but Miriam's grandfather 
sold his rights for a measly $900 before the 
comic exploded into popularity.  

  

Set in Canada, comic fans will appreciate the 
inside look of the comic industry, subtle comic 
references and the occasional jab at Comic-Con. 
This novel will be enjoyed by comic nerds age 13 and up. This is the 
first YA novel by Faith Erin Hicks, who also writes The Adventures of 
Superhero Girl and contributes to many titles, including Lumberjanes 
and Buffy: The High School Years. 

    

Kelly Palma 
kpalma@leegov.com 
South County Regional Library 
Lee County Library System    
  

  

Miranda, Megan. Come Find Me. (2019.) New 
York: Crown Books for Young Readers. 

Seventeen-year-old Nolan Chandler wants to 
find out what happened to his brother, Liam, 
who disappeared two years earlier. Nolan 
notices a weird signal in Liam's bedroom. With 
his mom and dad spending all their time and 
money searching for not only his brother but 
also other missing children, Nolan sets off to 
look for Liam by himself. 

  

Sixteen-year-old Kennedy Jones's family is gone. She lives with her 
Uncle Joe, but she will not give up on her brother's search through the 
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cosmos. Traveling back to her old home, she keeps the search going. 
One night, something causes the frequency on the radio telescope to 
produce a pattern. 

  

Nolan and Kennedy are brought together by this mysterious 
frequency. However, the more they dig into it, the more dangerous it 
seems. With only thoughts of their brothers in their minds, they will 
keep searching for what is truly happening. 

  

This book is full of mystery and intrigue - a great novel for ages 14 and 
up. 

  

Alyssa Alvarado 
alyssa@myhlc.org   
Hardee County Public Library   
Heartland Library Cooperative 
  
  

Roehrig, Caleb. Death Prefers Blondes. (2019.) 
New York: Feiwel and Friends. 

In the California ocean-side town of Malibu, two 
seventeen-year-olds have turned thievery-for-
fun into a necessary revenue stream to fuel their 
survival, their dreams and their family. The high-
stakes robbery team, made up of a well-known 
wealthy socialite, a ballet dancer, an ex-runaway 
and two social outcasts, conceal themselves in 
drag to protect their true identities. Things 
between Margo, the ring leader, and her 
number one, Axel, turn tense when Margo 
enlists Axel's younger brother Joaquin to be their fifth person for an 
upcoming job. Each member of the group is facing judgment by their 
families and peers for their sexual orientation and, in some cases, for 
the actions of others. The real test for this group of friends is not 
whether they can pull off their next heist, but discovering what 
matters to them and finally understanding what a real family is. 

  

Caleb Roehrig's Death Prefers Blondes is a great read for older YA 
readers. Wonderfully representing the LGBTQ+ community, Roehrig 
provides insight into members of society seeking to be accepted for 
exactly who they are. Additionally, readers are treated to a handful of 
characters that put their time, money and safety on the line for others 
in need of safe harbor. A great balance of language, thievery, classical 
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art, music and unconditional friendship, Death Prefers Blondes leaves 
the reader hoping for a sequel. 

  

Amy Natale 
anatale@broward.org  
Margate Catharine Young Branch 
Broward County Libraries 
    

  

West, Jacqueline. The Collectors. (2018.) New 
York: Greenwillow Books.  

Van has always gone unnoticed by everyone. He 
feels like he is on the outside looking in. Van is 
very aware of his surroundings and notices 
everyone. He's a collector and always sees when 
someone drops a trinket of any kind.   

  

One day, Van catches a girl stealing pennies from 
a fountain and his life changes. The girl, Pebble, is 

a Wish Collector and when Van follows her, he finds a world full of 
wishes. Not every wish is good, but every wish has consequences. The 
Collectors are there to ensure everyone is protected - but what are 
their real intentions?  

  

In this imaginative story about wishes, everything isn't what it seems 
to be. Wishes, while well-intended, may end up with inconceivable 
consequences. This is a fast-paced read, and you won't want to put it 
down until the very end. It would be perfect for ages 10 and up.   

  

Danielle Guzman 

danielle@myhlc.org 

Hardee County Public Library 

Heartland Library Cooperative 
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Murdock, Catherine Gilbert. The Book of Boy. 
(2018.) New York: Greenwillow Books.   

Father Petrus finds a child in a tree one day and 
names him 'Boy.' Father Petrus teaches Boy and 
tells him to "never reveal yourself," especially 
anything that brings attention to the fact that he 
has a hump. Boy is told to leave the hump alone 
and never touch it, leaving him unsure if he is a 
boy or a monster. 

  

At the edge of the village, Boy lives a quiet and lonely life with only 
the love of animals to sustain him. It's only when a Pilgrim, Secundus, 
passes through the village that Boy is seen as valuable for his skills in 
climbing and carrying. Together they embark on a journey through 
Europe in a search for holy relics where little by little the pair slowly 
realize who they're meant to be. 

  

Told slowly over a meandering journey, this adventure tale depicts 
some religious zealotry taking place during "the Holy Year of 1350." 
There are a few mild mysteries in the background of Secundus and in 
Boy's origins, but the focus is on the journey and growing 

based on the experience. A unique tale that would be of interest to 
those with open minds and who might be interested in religious 
history. 

  

Rebecca Greer 
greerr@hillsboroughcounty.org  
Hillsborough County Public Library Cooperative   
 
 

Florida Library Youth Program  

  

FLYP Forward provides information about the Florida Library Youth 
Program and Florida's public libraries. 

  

This project was funded under the provisions of the Library Services 
and Technology Act from the Institute of Museum and Library 
Services. Florida's LSTA program is administered by the Department of 
State's Division of Library and Information Services. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

mailto:greerr@hillsboroughcounty.org
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001yz0v2o-2DJF4-5Fv373eAtM9xXgqaNxXAoF5Sd7-5FhkJMjaXSLtEpxVk91o-5F-2DrRUpIJtj5GYewXz1EmLkKDuaI8tFNvO0JBWoqxjOqLphhUQpchtv4JCQxGL6SGZ31pDr6CR5CHOdkvnAYe0-5F-5FJ-5FguhhMBNDI30zSr6-5F8JeB8Wp99IL4-3D-26c-3DmbICl9D6-5FL5Hw-2DArDeil7RvC4PZz0a7CV-2DNBjVupx7luLPwckMSnPQ-3D-3D-26ch-3D-5F12DTw24XZHBCC8e5CbhH6smY-5FRdzxpMSboqwbIkIDmYzVKqqg-5FBog-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=JDr0t6f77aOFP4neilo99w&r=fRaFx18TSZIDI6G6YhYs-Ri1wLMMBKOPO14ZM6OKEAw&m=UnQPlGQha27qulb48Uem0THmyHthhXferDXJUsb9Rk0&s=TqNS6Sl9kT9lYzO1gf4rTI6cAZvx-rZl2QPrPgW0Jws&e=


 

 

Division of Library and Information Services, R.A. Gray Building, 

500 S. Bronough Street, Tallahassee, FL 32399 

SafeUnsubscribe™ jana.fine@dos.myflorida.com 

Forward email | Update Profile | About our service provider 

Sent by jana.fine@dos.myflorida.com in collaboration with 
 

 

Try email marketing for free today! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__visitor.constantcontact.com_do-3Fp-3Dun-26m-3D001m3VaSTStu9lnGKUEq7l1QQ-253D-253D-26ch-3D318c9c00-2D5cc8-2D11e3-2Da061-2Dd4ae5292c40b-26ca-3D561557a8-2Decc6-2D4d49-2Db2c2-2D2255c9351fdb&d=DwMFaQ&c=JDr0t6f77aOFP4neilo99w&r=fRaFx18TSZIDI6G6YhYs-Ri1wLMMBKOPO14ZM6OKEAw&m=UnQPlGQha27qulb48Uem0THmyHthhXferDXJUsb9Rk0&s=ubSYsdHV-wA2lZSEoiGBS2QCVslGZQeyZnIelCiUOeA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__ui.constantcontact.com_sa_fwtf.jsp-3Fllr-3D4b9hayeab-26m-3D1104612157503-26ea-3Djana.fine-2540dos.myflorida.com-26a-3D1132399789729&d=DwMFaQ&c=JDr0t6f77aOFP4neilo99w&r=fRaFx18TSZIDI6G6YhYs-Ri1wLMMBKOPO14ZM6OKEAw&m=UnQPlGQha27qulb48Uem0THmyHthhXferDXJUsb9Rk0&s=QZsOicaF14AAP2ZmUTS0039S3Ez1diLK-UeeODbtJiI&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__visitor.constantcontact.com_do-3Fp-3Doo-26m-3D001m3VaSTStu9lnGKUEq7l1QQ-253D-253D-26ch-3D318c9c00-2D5cc8-2D11e3-2Da061-2Dd4ae5292c40b-26ca-3D561557a8-2Decc6-2D4d49-2Db2c2-2D2255c9351fdb&d=DwMFaQ&c=JDr0t6f77aOFP4neilo99w&r=fRaFx18TSZIDI6G6YhYs-Ri1wLMMBKOPO14ZM6OKEAw&m=UnQPlGQha27qulb48Uem0THmyHthhXferDXJUsb9Rk0&s=LxszG7NAfza5JbvrYiscl4vtTXME5JA3Mzq19BN2NHs&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.constantcontact.com_legal_service-2Dprovider-3Fcc-3Dabout-2Dservice-2Dprovider&d=DwMFaQ&c=JDr0t6f77aOFP4neilo99w&r=fRaFx18TSZIDI6G6YhYs-Ri1wLMMBKOPO14ZM6OKEAw&m=UnQPlGQha27qulb48Uem0THmyHthhXferDXJUsb9Rk0&s=C_BKIFH143LsbbAtM1ghUz3Y0x44UecErfdcdPGG4n0&e=
mailto:jana.fine@dos.myflorida.com
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.constantcontact.com_index.jsp-3Fcc-3DTEM-5FNews-5F200-26rmc-3DVF19-5FV8&d=DwMFaQ&c=JDr0t6f77aOFP4neilo99w&r=fRaFx18TSZIDI6G6YhYs-Ri1wLMMBKOPO14ZM6OKEAw&m=UnQPlGQha27qulb48Uem0THmyHthhXferDXJUsb9Rk0&s=LrLb_aSH1rqwWkiRvcY_Ohlc5JNHU7CkYHphltApRGM&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.constantcontact.com_index.jsp-3Fcc-3DTEM-5FNews-5F200-26rmc-3DVF19-5FV8&d=DwMFaQ&c=JDr0t6f77aOFP4neilo99w&r=fRaFx18TSZIDI6G6YhYs-Ri1wLMMBKOPO14ZM6OKEAw&m=UnQPlGQha27qulb48Uem0THmyHthhXferDXJUsb9Rk0&s=LrLb_aSH1rqwWkiRvcY_Ohlc5JNHU7CkYHphltApRGM&e=

