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Check This Out!

Connections: Florida Electronic Library

The Florida Electronic Library (FEL) provides articles, e-books, videos
and other electronic resources to the citizens of Florida. Students
K-12 can access a number of resources that will provide valuable
information for school assignments and more. Kids InfoBits, InfoTrac
Student Edition and Research in Context are just a few of the great
items found in the FEL.

If you have any questions, please contact Dorothy Frank at
dorothy.frank@dos.myflorida.com or Jana at
jana.fine@dos.myflorida.com.

Check the Florida Electronic Library support site for training,
marketing materials, support and much more.

Families Reading Together by Robyn Hemond

Each November, the Palm Beach County Library System features a
picture book to coincide with our Families Reading Together
campaign. Our purpose is to encourage preschool through first-
grade children and their families to share the love of reading. This
project is supported by many community partners, including the
Palm Beach County School District, the Literacy Coalition of Palm
Beach County, Ballet Palm Beach and several municipal libraries.

This November we celebrated our 15t" year with the book Lola
Plants a Garden written by Anna McQuinn and illustrated by
Rosalind Beardshaw. We kicked everything off at the Morikami
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Leadership in Youth
Services, Part 3:
Moving Beyond Youth
Services
3-4pm.
Eastern

January 2019
Celebration

Weeks and
Promotional
Events

The links below will
show you how to bring
these promotions to
your library. Don't
forget to share your
activities with others.

1/5/19
National Bird Day

1/18/19
Winnie the Pooh Day

1/21/18
Martin Luther King Day

1/29/19
National Puzzle Day

1/31/19
Backward Day

https://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/email/action/print?agentld=1131677474911

Museum and Japanese Gardens, where 170 children from
throughout the county enjoyed free admission for themselves and
one adult, as well as crafts and a book giveaway. All they had to do
was show their library card.

During the month-long campaign, children and their families also
delighted in special story times, Pumpkin Patty character
appearances and an original ballet inspired by the book performed
by Ballet Palm Beach.

Robyn Hemond
hemondr@pbclibrary.org

System Children's Services Coordinator
Palm Beach County Library System

Letters About Literature (LAL) National Writing Contest
Florida Submission Deadline: January 11, 2019

Each year, the Florida Center for the Book coordinates the Library of
Congress Letters About Literature (LAL) reading and writing contest
for students in grades 4-12. Youth are asked to read a fiction or
nonfiction book, book series, short story, poem, essay or speech
(excluding song lyrics) and write to the author (living or dead) about
how the book affected them personally. Letters are judged on state
and national levels.

NEW THIS YEAR: Florida Entries will be accepted only online!
Entries are being accepted now through January 11, 2019.

Florida Library Youth Program Youth Workshops

Don't forget to sign up for one of the 2019 FLYP Youth Summer
Workshops. These are all-day workshops; dress casually and plan to
participate in activities.

Please register for the youth workshop nearest you.
For more information or for ADA assistance, please contact Sena

Heiman at sena.heiman@dos.myflorida.com or Jana Fine at
jana.fine@dos.myflorida.com.

Social Media Connections

Manga Café
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Shimaa, Chie. Kenka Bancho Otome: Love's Battle Royale. (2018).
San Francisco, CA: Viz Media.

Shishiku Academy is an all-male high school overrun

by delinquents who are ranked based on fighting

skills. Hikaru has no interest or expertise in fighting,

but as the heir to a powerful yakuza group, he is

required to become number one at the Academy.

Hikaru discovers he has a twin sister, Hinako, who is

a martial arts expert. Hikaru threatens and bribes

her into taking his place at Shishiku. Can Hinako

fight her way to the top with every punk in the school gunning for
her? Will anyone find out she's a girl? What friends will she make
along the way, and why does the handsome Rintarou Kira seem so
familiar? Could love be in the air?

This series is phenomenal. Comedy leaps from every page. The
characters have depth and fleshed-out personalities. The action
sequences keep readers engaged and a hint of romance means there's
something for every kind of reader. The art is absorbing, too! Despite
the premise, the violence isn't graphic. Lack of sexual content, minimal
fanservice and cursing makes this series appropriate for ages 11 up.
Unfortunately, the manga is only two volumes, but perhaps the anime
gives a more satisfying conclusion. Highly recommended.

Shannon Schreur-Klein
sschreur-klein@leegov.com

Cape Coral-Lee County Public Library
Lee County Library System

Book Reviews From the Field

Martin, Maggie Ann. To Be Honest. (2018). New
York: Swoon Reads.
As she starts her senior year in high school,
Savannah's relationship with her mother is
deteriorating quickly. After winning a spot on a
national weight-loss program, her mom loses a
drastic amount of weight in a very short time and
begins criticizing Savannah's appearance and food
choices. Trying to keep the rest of her life as normal
as possible, Savannah begins an investigative journalism piece that has
the potential to be explosive for her school.

Savannah, just like many high school girls, is seen for who she is:
journalist, calculus fan and lover of one fuzzy poodle, among many
other traits. She is overlooked because she is not considered thin or
pretty enough according to her school's social standards and the
standards being set for her at home. To Be Honest provides a
resonating journey for anyone struggling with body image problems
and provides hope for understanding and recovery.

Amy Natale
anatale@broward.org

Margate Catharine Young Branch
Broward County Libraries

Auxier, Jonathan. Sweep: The Story of a Girl and Her Monster.
(2018). New York: Harry N. Abrams.

Sweep is the story about Nan, a young orphan

forced to work for the cruel chimney sweep Wilkie

Crudd. When she gets caught in a chimney fire and
mysteriously makes it out without a scratch, she has
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to confront the mysterious being who rescued her.

This book is a magical story that takes place in a

time when children worked dangerous jobs. With themes of
friendship, activism and fantasy, this book is perfect for middle-grade
readers. It has a positive message and | would recommend it for any
age.

Danielle Guzman
danielle@myhlc.org

Hardee County Public Library
Heartland Library Cooperative

Kaplan, A.E. We Regret to Inform You. (2018).
New York: Random House Children's Books.
Misha is a student on scholarship at a premier high
school that prepares its students for the most
prestigious universities. Suddenly, her world
collapses around her when she receives rejection
letters from not only the Ivy League schools she
applied to, but to her sure-shot university as well.
Something is seriously amiss. Can her group of new
friends with hacking skills get to the bottom of it
without being detected? How will Misha tell her mother and dash all
of her expectations? Will it all be revealed before Misha breaks down
in an existential crisis?

Readers will recognize depictions of high school drama,
competitiveness and the anticipation of what comes next after
graduation. The storyline flows well, with enough intrigue to keep the
reader's interest and makes for an engaging, relatable read most
appropriate for the 13-and-up crowd. We Regret to Inform You may hit
a nerve with overachieving teens, while also resonating with those
whose identity is not tied strictly to getting into the top university.
Misha eventually realizes that she is more than what is documented
on her permanent record and that her future and identity are hers to
create.

Athanasia Fitos
fitosa@mdpls.org

Allapattah Branch Library

Miami Dade Public Library System

Durrant, S.E. Running on Empty. (2018). New York: Holiday House.
A.J. loves to run. Living in London with his

intellectually disabled parents, A.J. spends his free

time running track with his grandfather. His

grandfather is the center of the family and takes

care of everyone. However, when Grandad passes

away, A.J. has to try harder to keep up in school, try

out for school track and take care of his parents.

A.J. has an authentic tween voice. The British slang

colors the setting, but might distract American

juvenile readers. A fast, relatable read for fans of kids overcoming a
family crisis and personal drama. Recommended for fifth grade and
older.

Allison Banmally
abanmally@myseminole.com
Seminole Community Library
St. Petersburg College
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Reintgen, Scott. Nyxia Unleashed. (2018). New
York: Crown Books for Young Readers.
Emmett, Morning, Anton and a number of other
explorers land on a foreign planet to mine nyxia for
the corporation that sent them there. However,
there's a problem - the young explorers have
realized their employer has no intention of holding
up its end of the bargain, which includes
transporting them back to Earth. As the explorers
mine the nyxia and navigate a burgeoning
relationship with the planet's inhabitants, they also map out a way to
escape.

Though this is the second book in a series, Reintgen subtly
interweaves enough background information into the narrative for
new readers to understand the storyline. The planet's inhabitants are
a fleshed-out people with a vibrant culture and history and the
explorers' interactions with them feel authentic. This fast-paced
science fiction novel packs everything into it - adventure, suspense,
political intrigue, psychological warfare, action, humor and romance.
The novel engages all five senses, creating a truly immersive
experience.

Though the character count is high, Reintgen deftly manages to
prevent them from blending into one another. If there's a flaw to be
found, it's that the explorers don't seem to match their ages. Though
the reader is constantly reminded that these characters are "children,"
their thoughts and actions reflect much older individuals. Highly
recommended, this book is suited for readers ages 15 and older.

Crystal Lee
photowriterlibrarian@yahoo.com

Maas, Sarah J. Catwoman: Soulstealer. (2018).
New York: Random House Books for Young
Readers.

What happens when Batman is on a mission far
away? Catwoman, Poison lvy and Harley Quinn
have fun and play.

After two years away, Selina Kyle returns to

Gotham City as wealthy socialite Holly Vanderhees.

With Batman away on a mission, Selina recruits

Poison Ivy and Harley Quinn to stir up trouble. But Batman didn't
leave Gotham City unprotected - his protege Batwing is on guard, and
he has something to prove.

This novel is full of ladies who know how to have some fun! | would
highly recommend this novel and the others in this series as well. Ages
16 and up.

Alyssa Purdy-Grimes
alyssa@mvyhic.org

Hardee County Public Library
Heartland Library Cooperative

Youth Program

FLYP Forward provides information about the Florida Library Youth
Program and Florida's public libraries.
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This project was funded under the provisions of the Library Services
and Technology Act from the Institute of Museum and Library
Services. Florida's LSTA program is administered by the Department of
State's Division of Library and Information Services.
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